
 

 

1110 W. Lincoln Ave, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 

 

Minutes of the 01/10/13 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved at the 3/14/13 Board Meeting 

 

Members Present:  Paul Ward & Dave Fast (Yakama Nation), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Obie O’Brien & Kirk Holmes 
(Kittitas County), John Hubbard (City of Kennewick), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Nancy Lillquist (City of 
Ellensburg), and Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum)   

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), and Heather Hadsel 
(Operations Manager) 

Guests Present: Lynn Hatcher (NOAA) and Jennifer Nelson (WDFW) 

 

1) Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes 

Nancy called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.  After introductions, the Board reviewed the agenda, minutes from the 
October 11 Board meeting, and the notes of the Executive Committee meeting on January 7.  John Hubbard made a 
motion to approve the minutes as submitted and Terry Keenhan seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved 
with the support of all present.  Alex noted that a presentation on lake trout proposed at the October meeting will be 
added to the March meeting agenda. 

 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 

The Board reviewed recent Board correspondence.  A draft letter to the Bureau of Reclamation regarding the benefits 
to bull trout of proposed remote operations of Clear Lake Dam was reviewed.  John Hubbard made a motion to 
approve the letter for the Chair’s signature, and Obie O’Brien seconded the motion with the support of all present.  
The letter to Phil Anderson (WDFW) regarding lifting catch limits for non-native species approved at the last meeting 
was also included, as well as a letter of appreciation from NOAA to retired Commissioner Leo Bowman.   

Announcements made included: 

 Yakima River Diaries is a new exhibit at Central Washington University showing until February 8.   

 The new WDFW Regional Director is Mike Livingston, who will replace Jeff Tayer at future meetings.   

 Barker Ranch in West Richland received “Wildlife Farmer of the Year 2012” from the Washington Association 
of Conservation Districts. 
 

3) Lead Entity Program 

Darcy announced that the 2012 project list was approved by the SRFB in Olympia on December 7as presented.  A 
small committee of the TAG is reviewing the evaluation process for the 2013 grant round, and is preparing proposals 
for changes that the TAG will review and approve in February.  The kickoff meeting for the 2013 Grant Round is 
scheduled for March 7 and board members are welcome to attend.  Darcy is also serving as the Vice –chair of the 



 

 

 

statewide Lead Entity Advisory Group, and is part of a committee convened by RCO to guide production of a 5-10 
minute video for RCO.  A legislative outreach day is planned for February 12 with the other lead entity coordinators.  
John Hubbard asked that the talking points be sent to the board when they are ready. Darcy also noted that the RCO-
sponsored Salmon Recovery Conference is scheduled for May 14-15 in Vancouver. 

 

4) Work Plan Review and Development 

The current biennium ends on June 30, 2013.  This means that the Board will need to complete the commitments 
made in our current work plan by June 30th, and will need to develop a new work plan from July 1, 2013 to June 30, 
2015. Alex led a discussion of where we are at in implementing our current work plan and what we might change in 
our next work plan.  Discussion concerning the next workplan will continue at the next board meeting. 

A. Ensure Board Oversight and Development – Alex noted that the board has good member 
engagement and attendance.   Terry Keenhan commented that last year Yakima County felt the 
board needed to improve in this area, but that this year has been an improvement.  He asked that 
the board continue to jump on opportunities to improve board engagement.. 

B. Act as Yakima Basin Lead Entity – While the local grant program operates well, it was suggested that 
more education and outreach prior to the pre-application period is important.  John Hubbard asked 
that presentations be given in the Tri-Cities, where there is little knowledge of the SRFB program.  A 
video explaining the process was also suggested. 

C. Develop and Maintain Strategic Plans – The Bull Trout Action Plan won’t be considered final until the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Department sets the parameters with their USFWS Recovery Plan.  The board 
provides assistance when requested regarding lamprey restoration, and there is no push from NOAA 
to update the steelhead recovery plan. Terry Keenhan suggested that the board look at coordinated 
invasive species solutions, (eg. crack willow). 

D. Coordinate Implementation of Recovery Actions – This spring, staff will be working with partners on 
updating the actions database (chapter 5) in the Steelhead Recovery Plan for the implementation 
schedule.  This should help focus discussion of what next steps are for priority recovery actions. 

E. Coordinate Monitoring Program – The habitat portion of the Steelhead Monitoring Plan needs to be 
completed. Lynn Hatcher requested that an annual biological and environmental analysis be 
provided by the Board to NOAA and other partners.   

F. Conduct Public Outreach and Education – The outreach work plan is being developed from the 
strategic plan.  The newsletter is being released as a monthly electronic message to subscribers.  
Instead of issuing a separate State of the Yakima report, Alex has been spending time making sure 
the RCO State of the Salmon Report gives and accurate overview of the Middle Columbia Region. 

G. Basic Administration – Although the objective lists “develop and maintain GID and digital library 
capabilities”, many felt that the board is in a better position to link and add to existing resources. The 
Board agreed that further discussion is warranted. 
 

The Board reviewed the proposed schedule for staff and Executive Committee work on work plan development and 
agreed that Board discussion would continue at the next board meeting. 

 

5) Recovery Planning 

The implementation schedule and the habitat portion of the Steelhead Monitoring Plan described above are due by 
June 30. Yuki Reiss has been working through her deliverables from Hawaii, and we have received her third invoice.  
The contract is working well. 

 



 

 

 

 

6) Outreach Update 

The Outreach Reports for October, November, and December were included in packets.  We had two articles 
published in the Yakima Herald following the announcement of the SRFB funding list, mostly regarding the Cowiche 
Creek project, the largest in Yakima County.  The outreach work plan is being developed from the Outreach Strategic 
Plan.  The board has 100 Facebook fans, more than doubling the fan base this year.  Regular monthly electronic 
announcements are sent to over 170 subscribers.  Staff attended two educational events that reached over 500 
students.   

 

7) Policy & Budget Updates  

The federal funding for the Pacific Salmon Recovery Fund was 65 million.  The Bonneville Power Administration is 
rolling over current projects for additional funding.  Little change is expected at the state level for funding.  Paul will 
forward the Yakima Nation liability bill to the board when it’s complete. 

 

8) Board Logistics 

The next board meeting is scheduled for March 14, 2013.  Commissioner Jerome Delvin will replace Leo Bowman as 
the board representative from Benton County.  Adam Fyall will continue to serve as an alternate.  Leo’s at-large 
position on the Executive Committee is open.  Board members were directed to contact Alex if they are interested in 
serving in that capacity. 

 

9) Financial Reports 

The Board was presented with written financial reports. 

 

10) Public Comment 

No public comment was received. The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  


