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Draft Minutes of the 1/15/15 Board of Directors Meeting 

Members Present:  Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Paul Ward & David Fast (Yakama Nation), Dan Olson 

(City of Union Gap), Obie O’Brien (Kittitas County), Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Mike 

Shuttlesworth (Benton County), Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), and Heather 

Hadsel (Operations & Outreach Manager) 

Guests Present: Jennifer Nelson (WDFW), Lynn Hatcher (NOAA), Barbara Cairns (Pyramid 

Communications), Cassandra Anderson (MCFEG), Judy Neibauer (USFWS), David Child (Yakima Basin 

Joint Board) 

 

1 pm Communications Work Session: 

Barbara Cairns from Pyramid Communications presented to the Board at the Governor’s Salmon 

Recovery Office’s request. She spoke about what their company has been doing for the Recreation and 

Conservation Office and the important of strategic communication plans. She presented the new 

statewide communications plan developed by GSRO and the Council of Regions, and provided feedback 

on the Board’s draft communications plan. She emphasized that it will be important to focus and 

operationalize our plan to best address specific communication priorities, and lead the Board through 

some exercises focused on how to communicate the role and purpose of the Board. She suggested that 

it will be important for YBFWRB to define how it is unique from other local entities. 

 

2 pm Business Meeting: 

 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

After introductions, the Board reviewed the meeting agenda and the minutes from the August 7 

meeting. Communication Planning was moved up in the agenda so that Barbara could join the 

discussion. Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented.  Dave Fast 

seconded the motion, which carried with the support of all present. 

 

2) Communication Planning 



 

 

GSRO has some funding available to regions for outreach and applications are due by January 30 to 

Brian Abbott.  $10-20k is probably available to YBFWRB with the right proposal.  Nancy Lillquist 

made a motion to authorize staff to develop a proposal for communications funding.  Jay McGowan 

seconded the motion; motion carried.  The proposal will be sent to the full board for approval; staff 

will follow up with the Executive Committee if no responses. 

 

3) Board Correspondence and Announcements 

The Board reviewed the correspondence and announcements. Items noted included: 

 The annual financial audit is complete.   

 A Joint Board letter was sent to NOAA asking them to keep rainbow trout interactions with 

steelhead in mind when completing the upcoming 5 year review of the listing status of Mid-

Columbia Steelhead.  

 Paul LaRiviere, a TAG member, passed away.   

 Lynn Hatcher will be retiring from NOAA in April.   

 The Nature Conservancy acquired 48,000 acres of timberland in Kittitas County from Plum 

Creek.  

 A copy of the letter to the Governor regarding the state budget was included in the meeting 

packet, along with a similar letter sent by the Washington Salmon Coalition.  

 A letter was sent to the Bureau of Reclamation regarding the Bull Trout Enhancement 

Program under Alex’ signature.  

 A lettersigned by Alex was sent to the Department of Ecology commenting on the draft 

Upper Yakima Temperature TMDL.   

 Alex wrote support letters for two applications, one for Saltonstal Kennedy funds and one 

for the Dept of Ecology; letters were provided for review.   

 

4) Lead Entity Program 

Darcy Batura, Lead Entity Coordinator for the Board, presented the final approved project list for 2014. 

Nine projects were fully funded and a tenth was partially funded. She distributed the schedule for the 

upcoming 2015 SRFB round.  She also provided an update on active projects in the basin.  There is a 

vacancy in Benton County Citizen’s Committee.  The Technical Advisory Group has 12 members and can 

have up to 14. Darcy is asking WDFW and the Forest Service for recommendations.  An issue that has 

come up in reviewing the Lead Entity process of how to address reviewers who are also project 

sponsors.  This was a concern that came up from a survey Darcy initiated.  The board reviewed the 

proposed wording change to the conflict of interest policy.  Obie O’Brien made a motion to keep the 

Conflict of Interest policy the same and provide clarifying language in the Lead Entity manual.  Dave 

Brown seconded the motion, and the motion carried with the support of all present.  

5) Recovery Program 

A copy of the comment letter on the USFWS Bull Trout Recovery Plan was provided to the Board.  Judy 

Neibauer from USFWS gave a brief presentation on the status of bull trout recovery planning and how 

the YBFWRB can assist.  Also, the legislature created a fish passage board administered by WDFW.  Alex 



 

 

was asked to provide input to this board and copies of the response letters were provided to the board. 

Terry Keenhan noted that the fish passage barrier at Nelson Dam should be included as a priority in the 

state inventory. 

6) State and Federal Policy Updates 

The approved federal budget included $65 million for the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund for FY15. 

The Board briefly discussed the state legislative session, and noted that Darcy, Alex and Obie will be 

going to Olympia to meet with at least nine legislators in late January.   

 

7) Board Logistics and Finances 

 

a) Chantell Krider resigned effective November 30.  Alex is considering either a contract or short-

term hire to fill her position.  The Board agreed to delegate the authority for setting up a short-

term hire or contract to Alex and Obie given the tight timelines. 

b) At the Annual Meeting, the board information form will now include a question asking if 

individual board members are up to date with  Open Public Meeting Training Act requirements. 

The Board will further discuss these requirements and their applicability to the Board at its next 

meeting, after RCO provides additional guidance on how these requirements apply to the Lead 

Entity program. 

c) The staff health insurance had been renewed at the recommendation of the insurance 

representative, but now she has other options to present for consideration.  Alex will bring the 

options to the Executive Committee for review. 

d) The IRS 990 for FY14 was provided for board review.  Dave Brown made a motion to approve 

the 990 as submitted and Dan Olson seconded; the motion carried. 

e) The quarterly financial reports were included in the packet for review. 

   

8) Public Comment 

There were no public comments. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 


