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Minutes of the 1/16/14 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved at the 3/13/14 Board Meeting 

Members Present:  Mike Leita and Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Obie O’Brien (Kittitas County), Nancy 

Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum), Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Dan Olson 

(City of Union Gap),  and John Trumbo (City of Kennewick) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), Chantell Krider 

(Recovery Program Coordinator), and Heather Hadsel (Operations & Outreach Manager) 

Guests Present: Maria Cobb (Intera) and Jennifer Scott (WDFW) 

1) Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes 

Chairman Mike Leita called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m.  After introductions, the Board reviewed 

the agenda and moved on to announcements. Once a quorum was present, the Board returned to the 

review the minutes from the October 10, 2013 Board meeting and the notes of the January 9 Executive 

Committee meeting. Dan Olson made a motion to approve the October 10 meeting minutes as presented 

and Nancy Lillquist seconded the motion.  The agenda and minutes carried with the support of all 

present.  

2) Board Correspondence & Announcements 

Alex announced the Yakima Environmental Learning Foundation free film “River People: Behind the Case 

of David Sohappy” on January 16 at YVCC and the Kittitas County e3 Winter Fair on January 25.  A 

certificate for John Hubbard was circulated for signature to thank him for his service on the board.  John 

Trumbo noted that the City of Kennewick has asked him to attend the YBFWRB board meetings in John 

Hubbard’s place until the annual meeting in May. Alex provided the Board with a fact sheet on the 

Landowner Liability legislation that was recently issued by the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office and 

the Board briefly discussed liability issues and issues related to DNR’s state-owned aquatic lands.   

3) Lead Entity Program 

The board reviewed adjustments to the funding table for the 2013 SRFB grant round.  The MOU with the 

Bureau of Land Management will pay $67,500 towards the floodplain restoration project in Cowiche 

Creek sponsored by MCFEG.  The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan and KGH Hospital in Kennewick also paid 

for some projects on the list, which allowed SRFB funding to be move down the list to alternate projects.  



 

 

The Board reviewed a draft letter to the SRFB under Mike Leita’s signature regarding a proposal to set 

requirements for buffer widths.  Obie O’Brien made a motion to authorize the Chair to sign the letter as 

submitted and Jay McGowan seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the approval of all present. 

Darcy noted that the 2014 grant round is starting earlier to allow more time between the pre-

applications and final applications.   

4) Recovery Planning Update 

Chantell Krider was introduced as the new Recovery Program Coordinator; she started work with the 

Board on January 6.  Alex gave a presentation on the recovery planning work of the Board and the 

current status of each its major plans. 

5) Policy Updates 

Alex reported that federal Omnibus Appropriations Bill provided $65 million for the Pacific Coast Salmon 

Recovery Fund in FY 2014, which is near the long-term average funding level.  The State of Washington 

now needs to apply to NOAA for the state’s portion of the PCSRF funds.   

Alex noted that so far in the legislative sessions, not much has been introduced that affects us directly, 

except for proposed invasive species legislation.  Darcy, Alex, and Obie will be heading to Olympia for a 

legislative outreach day.  Darcy has set up 14 meetings with legislators or staffers. They will distribute a 

statewide fact sheet describing how many jobs are created with salmon recovery funds and a flyer 

focused specifically on our work in the Yakima Basin. 

6) YBIP Update 

The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Implementation Committee will give a list of projects to the 

Department of Ecology in July. They have created a Habitat Committee to provide input on future 

habitat projects; Alex is participating in the Committee on behalf of the Board.  Staff is also encouraging 

the use of the Bull Trout Action Plan as a reference for project decisions affecting bull trout. 

7) Outreach Update 

The board reviewed the outreach reports for October – December.  Items of note included the large 

amount of press received on the announcement of the SRFB project award and our holiday Open House 

at the new office.  Heather has also recently become involved with the Yakima River Canyon Interpretive 

Center planning committee and is planning the next Yakima River Outreach Committee in February. 

8) Board Logistics and Finances 

Obie O’Brien reviewed the quarterly financials and recommended them to the board.  He noted that the 

YBFWRB is running under budget, primarily due staff vacancies, but that extra funds will carry over into 

next year.  Mike Leita asked that board packets be numbered in the future so that it’s easier to keep last 

minute additions straight. 

9) Public Comment 



 

 

There were no public comments.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:50 p.m. 


