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Minutes of the 1/19/2017 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved by the Board on 3/16/2017 

Members Present:   

Adam Fyall (Benton County), Ron Anderson and Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Paul Ward (Yakama 
Nation), David Brown (City of Yakima) and Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Jason McCormick (Recovery Program Technical Staff) 
 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
Adam Fyall opened the meeting. The Board reviewed the meeting agenda, the draft minutes for the 
10/6/16 Board of Directors meeting and notes from the 10/6/16 and 1/17/2017 Executive 
Committee meetings. The 10/6/16 minutes and the agenda were approved as submitted with 
consent of all present. 
 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 
 

Announcements: 
 

• Alex let the Board know that Brian Abbott, who ran the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office, 
passed away New Year’s Eve, on his 48th birthday. Brian had long-term heart problems, and 
received a heart transplant. Tragically the new heart did not take. Alex shared information on 
memorials. 
 

• Alex noted that he had been working with Heather Simmons of Ecology to organize a Riparian 
Planting Symposium, as discussed at the October Board meeting. The Board has reserved a 
space at the Kittitas County Events Center for February 16, and the final agenda will be out soon. 
Terry Keenhan asked that Alex ensure he received the draft agenda, as he would like to 
encourage his staff to participate. 
 

• Alex encouraged Board members to review the 2016 State of the Salmon report recently 
released by The Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office (see http://stateofsalmon.wa.gov/). He 
noted that he was glad to convey any feedback on the report back to GSRO. 
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• Alex noted that Jeff Breckel has been appointed to fill the vacant seat on Washington’s Salmon 
Recovery Funding Board. Alex noted that he had worked extensively with Jeff when he was 
Executive Director of the Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery Board. 
 

• Alex noted that Steve Martin of the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board would represent 
Washington’s Columbia Basin Recovery Boards (Snake, Upper Columbia, Lower Columba and the 
Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board) on the NOAA Columbia River Partnership Task 
Force. Urban Eberhart has also been appointed to the Task Force, and the Yakama Nation is 
being represented via the Columbia River Intertribal Fisheries Commission. The first meeting is 
on January 24. 
 

• Alex noted that the Cle Elum District of the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest is seeking 
public feedback on restoration actions proposed to mitigate possible impacts on spotted owls 
from the Cle Elum Pool Raise (a project being completed by Reclamation as part of the Yakima 
Basin Integrated Plan). Jay McGowan expressed his interest in reviewing the proposal. 

Correspondence: 

• Alex noted that the Executive Director’s Activity Reports he has prepared for the Executive 
Committee are available in the Board meeting materials packet. 

• The Board briefly reviewed letters send since the last meeting, including the Board letter to the 
Governor and two grant support letters approved at the October meeting, a letter from the 
Council of Regions regarding future grant round policies that the Board signed on to, and a letter 
to the Governor in support of the Floodplain by Design Program that the Board signed on to. 

 
3) Lead Entity Program 

 
a. Alex noted that the Board’s final 2016 project list was approved by Washington’s Salmon 

Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) on December 8. The Board briefly discussed the changes made 
to the list since the October meeting. The final 2016 list can be seen here: 
http://www.ybfwrb.org/2016-srfb-process/. 
 

b. The Board approved the 2017 Lead Entity schedule, pending the addition of state deadlines to 
be provided by RCO. 
 

c. The Board reviewed the status of funded projects and approved and pending scope change 
requests.  
 

d. The Board reviewed the SRFB’s proposed process to update the allocation formula used to 
divide SRFB funds up between different parts of the state. Alex noted that he had been working 
with the Allocation Committee convened by the SRFB to update data and metrics for the 

http://www.ybfwrb.org/2016-srfb-process/
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formula last used in 2006. He noted that he anticipated a proposal to the SRFB that might shift 
some funding in other parts of the state (moving funds from Puget Sound to the Lower 
Columbia but would make minimal (<5%) change to our allocation. The Board expressed support 
for Alex’s effort to work with the other regions to develop a consensus proposal to the SRFB 
provided that it not have a >5% reduction for the Mid-Columbia allocation. 
 

e. Alex updated the Board on the hiring process for the Lead Entity Coordinator position and noted 
that he had a small but competitive pool of applicants and was scheduling interviews. He invited 
Board members interested in participating to join in interviews. 
 

4) Proposed BLM Funding Agreement 
 

The Board reviewed the proposal from BLM to either create a new funding agreement or amend our 
existing BLM agreement to provide us with BLM funding to pass on to project sponsors proposing 
projects on BLM land on the mainstem Yakima just above the Yakima River Canyon. Work to be 
funded would include riparian revegetation, large wood placement, side channel reconnection and 
more. Project sponsors would apply to the Board to use up to $100,000 of BLM funding on projects 
that meet the BLM criteria. The Board approved the agreement in concept and delegated the 
authority to approve the actual agreement or contract amendment to the Executive Committee. 
 

5) State and Federal Policies and Budgets 
 

The Board reviewed the proposed Board letter to be sent in as part of the scoping comment period 
for the proposed Environmental Impact Statement for Columbia River System Operations. Paul 
Ward explained the relationship between the EIS and legal agreements between the Yakama Nation 
and the federal Action Agencies and proposed specific edits to the letter, which were accepted by 
the Board. The Board then approved the edited letter, with the Yakama Nation abstaining from the 
decision. 
 
The Board briefly discussed the Columbia River Basin Restoration Act, which creates a new Section 
123 of the Clean Water Act that authorizes EPA to establish a competitive grant program to help 
local groups voluntarily clean up, monitor, and reduce the use of toxics within the Columbia River 
Basin. Paul Ward noted that toxics issues are currently addressed via Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (the CERCLA, or Superfund Act) and that the tribes have a 
strong role in that process. The Board noted that the new act was not yet funded, and did not 
identify any immediate priorities in the Yakima Basin that would benefit from the proposed 
program.  
 
The Board noted that the future status of federal PCSRF funding was uncertain given the changes in 
DC.  
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The Board reviewed a written update on the status of the three items identified as state legislative 
priorities by the Board (the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan funding request, the RCO Salmon capital 
request, and the Floodplain by Design program). Members noted that most legislative activity on the 
budget would occur in March and April. The Board directed Alex to develop a one page handout 
describing these three programs that can be used by Board members, but did not advise organizing 
a Board legislative outreach day at this time. 
 

6) Recovery Program Updates 
Alex gave an update on Bull Trout Action Plan updates; other recovery program items were deferred. 
 

7) Board Logistics 
 

The Board reviewed and approved the IRS 990 statement and Audited Financial Statement for the 
previous fiscal year. 

 
The Board noted that the next Board of Directors Meeting will be on March 16, and briefly discussed 
the timelines to develop the work plan and budget for the next fiscal year and plan the June 1 
Annual Meeting. 
 
Alex noted that the quarterly financial reports were provided in the meeting packet. 
 

8) Public comment: There were no public comments. 
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