
 

DRAFT AGENDA for October 10, 2018 Board of Directors Meeting 
 

Noon to 2 pm: Workshop on State Budget Proposals for Salmon Recovery  

2 to 4 pm: Business Meeting 
 

Both at the YBFWRB Office, 1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280 in Yakima 
 

 

1) Welcome, Introductions, Agenda and Review of Minutes*          5 min 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements        5 min 
 

3) Review and approval of new letters*      10 min  

Support Letter for Corps of Engineers 1135 $s for Gap to Gap Project 
Pinniped Predation Bill letter 
YRBWEP Tributary Report Support Letter 
 

4) Lead Entity Program        15 min 
Update on the 2018 SRFB Grant Round 
SRFB LEAN review update 
 
 

5) 2019 Riparian Planting Symposium Proposal*     15 min 
 
6) NPCC Fish and Wildlife Program Input      10 min 
 
7) BLM Contract Update          5 min 

 

8) State Agency Budget and Policy Development*     15 min 
 
9) Recovery Program Updates       15 min 
 SRFB Mid-C Investment Strategy Development 
 Steelhead Recovery Plan Updates 
 Bull Trout Coordination Contract and future funding requests* 

 

10) Communications updates       10 min 
 

  11) Board Logistics         10 min 

Future Meeting Times & Work Session Topics* 
Review Financial Reports 
 

 

  12) Public Comment                5 min 
*Indicates Decision Item 
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MEETING OVERVIEW 
For the October 10, 2018 YBFWRB Board of Directors Meeting 

 

PRE-MEETING WORKSHOP  

We’ll start at noon with a pizza and a discussion of state budget proposals for salmon recovery activities. 
Our goal will be to identify state budget and policy proposals for the 2019 legislative session that the 
Board would like to support.  

 

BUSINESS MEETING from 2 to 4 pm 

Numbers refer to agenda items. Item #s refer to Board Materials email attachment numbers. 

1. We’ll start the meeting with introductions, review and approval of the agenda, and review and 
approval of the minutes from our August annual meeting. The agenda and draft minutes are 
attached (items #1 & 3), as are notes of the September Executive Committee meeting (item #4). 
 

2. Bring any announcements you want to make. Correspondence included in the attached packet 
(item #5) includes: 

• A letter from the Council of Regions to the Governor’s Orca Task Force that I signed onto 
on our behalf. 

• A letter from Benton County to the Governor’s Orca Task Force that we were CCed on. 

• Staff level comments that were submitted on the USFS Taneum Restoration Project. 

 
3. Letters to Approve:  

Item #6 is a draft letter to our Senate delegation supporting proposed legislation to allow lethal take 
of sea lions in order to reduce predation on salmon and steelhead. We will be reviewing and 
potentially approving this letter. 

Item #7 is a proposed letter from us to the Bureau of Reclamation expressing our support for the 
Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project (YRBWEP) Yakima Basinwide Tributaries 
Programmatic Investigation Report. We will be reviewing and potentially approving this letter. 

We may also review a draft letter at the meeting regarding Corps of Engineer’s funding for the Gap 
to Gap levee setback if I learn enough about the current funding situation to draft an effective letter. 

 
4. LEAD ENTITY PROGRAM  

 
a. 2018 Grant Round: I will present a PowerPoint drafted by Tricia on the current status of the 

2018 Grant Round (Tricia will be at an Environmental Communications conference in Spokane). 
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b. RCO LEAN Process Update: Alex will provide a brief update on the RCO review of the SRFB grant 

process that is currently underway (he serves on the statewide advisory committee for the 
process). Staff recommendation submitted by the Board for consideration in this process are 
attached as Item #8. 
 
  

5. 2019 Riparian Planting Symposium Proposal 
 
Heather Simmons of the Department of Ecology will be with us to discuss the proposed 2019 
Eastern Washington Riparian Planting Symposium. We convened this event with Ecology in 2017 
and 2018, and it was well received. The proposal for the 2019 event is attached as item #9; we will 
review this and decide if we want to sponsor the event. 
 

6. NPCC Fish and Wildlife Program Input 

The new deadline for submitting comments in response to the Northwest Power & Conservation 
Council’s Request for Recommendations to Amend the Columbia River Basin Fish & Wildlife Program 
is December 13. I am working to coordinate our comments with the Yakima Nation, the other 
Columbia River salmon recovery regions in Washington, the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office and 
WDFW. We will review the list of proposed points for our letter (item #10) and set up an email 
review of the final draft prior to 12/13/18. 

 

7. BLM Contract Updates 

a. This month we closed out our 2013 Five Year Agreement with BLM, with the final $56,000 going 
to habitat work completed by the Mid-Columbia RFEG on Swauk Creek, in conjunction with 
WSDOT’s replacement of the fish barrier culvert on Highway 97 near Blewett Pass. 

b. We are working hard on our 2017 Five Year Agreement with BLM. We continue to coordinate 
restoration efforts in the Ringer Road area near Ellensburg. Weed control is ongoing, and the 
county property at Ringer Road is being prepared for native grass seeding (funded by BLM and 
the County). BLM is letting contracts for additional revegetation work in 2019. We conducted 
two field tours (June and Oct 1) to identify additional fish habitat actions, and are finalizing a 
small contract for feasibility level designs of proposed habitat actions. We will touch base briefly 
about this work. 

c.  
 

8. Policy Updates  

We’ll review the outcomes of our pre-meeting work session, and approve a policy platform that 
Board members and staff can use to communicate about state budget and policy proposals. We may 
also propose a letter to the governor’s office in support of specific agency budget requests that 
were submitted in September. 
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9. Recovery Program Updates 

I’ll brief the Board on the Mid-C Strategic Investment Plan proposal to the SRFB (see Item #11) and 
discuss next steps. We’ll also touch base on plans for the Steelhead Recovery Plan update, and on 
the status of the Yakima Bull Trout Working Group. 
 

10. Communications 

We will review plans for the November 27 evening panel discussion in Yakima, which will focus on 
floodplain restoration. This should be a great public outreach event. 
 
We will also review the draft Press Packet backgrounder and project info sheet template that Tricia 
has developed (these will be presented at the meeting). 
 

11. BOARD LOGISTICS 

We will end the meeting with organizational logistics: 
 
a. We’ll discuss the location, schedule and topics for our upcoming meetings.  

b. We’ll touch base on the hiring of an Operations Manager 

c. We’ll review the fincial reports (item #12). 



 

 

1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280, Yakima, WA 98902 
Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 

 

Minutes of the August 2, 2018 Annual Meeting 
DRAFT 

 

Morning Tour: From 9 to noon in the morning, Board members and partners toured the Kittitas 
Conservation Trust’s Cle Elum Side Channel Project and the under-construction Bureau of 
Reclamation Cle Elum Fish Passage Facility. 

 

Lunch and Open House: The group then met at the Roslyn Mason’s Hall for lunch and an open 
house, with partners including the Kittitas County Conservation District, the Yakima Tributary 
Access and Habitat Project, Kittitas Conservation Trust, and the Bull Trout Task Force. After a 
welcome by chairman Adam Fyall, Alex gave a brief presentation on the state of the Board and 
its work over the last year, and then presented 3 awards. Cassandra Weekes received the 
esteemed bull trout tiara in recognition for all her support of the Bull Trout Working Group, and 
Mitch Long also received a bull trout tiara, for his work developing large scale habitat projects 
for bull trout in the upper Yakima. Anna Lael was awarded the hammer of persistence, for her 
and her organizations efforts to quietly hammer away at removing passage barriers in the 
greater Ellensburg area. 

 

Business Meeting: The official 2018 annual membership meeting of the Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife 
Recovery Board was held from 2 to 3:15 pm at the Roslyn Mason’s Hall. 

Board of Directors Members Present:   

Paul Ward (Yakama Nation), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Adam Fyall and Jerome Delvin (Benton 
County), Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum), Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Richard Bloom and Jim 
Leary (City of West Richland), and Julie Schilling (City of Union Gap). 

Others Present: Mark Peterschmidt (DOE), Neil McClure (CC Committee), and Elizabeth Torrey 
(WDFW) 

Additional Open House Attendees: Cassandra Weekes (WDFW), Emily Smith and BTTF Intern (MCFEG), 
Anna Lael (KCCD), Mitch Long and Melissa Speeg (KCT). 

The Annual meeting commenced with an open house from noon to 2 pm. Chair Adam Fyall opened the 
business meeting at 2 pm. 
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1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
Acting Chair Adam Fyall opened the meeting and all present introduced themselves. The 
Board reviewed the meeting agenda and the draft minutes for the 06/21/18 Board of 
Directors meeting. Paul proposed changes to the agenda, moving item 3 (2018 SRFB Ranked 
List) to item 11. The 06/21/2018 minutes, as submitted, and the agenda, as amended, were 
motioned for approval by Nancy Lillquist, seconded by Paul Ward, and approved with 
consent of all present.  
 
 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 
 

Alex made announcements and went over correspondence packet.  
 
Paul Ward gave an update on a relevant bill: the Endangered Salmon and Fisheries 
Predation Prevention Act, co-sponsored by Senators Cantwell and Risch. This bill would 
amend marine mammal protection to allow more take in the Columbia River. Paul would 
like to see the Board send a letter supporting this bill and mentioned that the Upper 
Columbia Salmon Recovery Board is finalizing one. Adam suggested getting the Upper 
Columbia letter as a jumping off point. Paul Ward motioned to approve a letter drafted by 
Alex, pending e-mail review. Jay McGowan seconded.  The motion passed with support of 
all present. 
 
Alex discussed letters of support for Floodplains by Design application Paul Ward motioned 
to approve chair signature on support letters for Kittitas and Yakima County Floodplain by 
Design proposals and Jay McGowan seconded.   
 
Alex passed around a recognition letter for Dan Olson, former Board chair. Nancy Lillquist 
motioned to approve chair signature and Paul Ward seconded. The motion passed with 
support of all present. 
 
Alex discussed the Northwest Power Planning Council Fish and Wildlife Program 
Amendment and how to comment. Jay McGowan motioned to direct Alex to work with 
Yakama Nation staff and other partners to develop Board input to the Northwest Power 
Planning Council Fish and Wildlife Program Amendment and to approve submission of a 
comment letter following Board of Directors e-mail review, Nancy Lillquist seconded. The 
motion passed with support of all present. 
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3) Proposed Changes to Bylaws 
 

Alex reviewed the changes to YBFWRB bylaws and mission statement, as discussed at the 
06/21/18 Board meeting. Adam mentioned that the Executive Committee took a good look 
at these and feels comfortable with the edits. Nancy Lillquist motioned to approve bylaws 
and mission statement as presented, Jay McGowan seconded. The motion passed with 
support of all present. 
 

4) Board of Directors Membership and Certificate Forms 
 
Alex reviewed the current Board of Directors membership. Richard Bloom motioned to 
reaffirm list as presented and Nancy Lillquist seconded. Alex asked all Board members to fill 
out and return the annual Board Member Certification forms and noted that a blank form 
was included in each meeting packet.  
 

5) Officers Elections and Agent Appointment 
 
Jay McGowan moved to approve Adam Fyall, acting chair, as chair and Nancy Lillquist 
seconded. Adam Fyall nominated Jay McGowan to serve as vice chair and Terry Keenan 
seconded. Paul motioned to reaffirm Nancy Lillquist as secretary and Terry Keenan 
seconded. Adam Fyall motioned to approve Paul Ward as an at-large Board member and Jay 
McGowan seconded. Adam Fyall nominated Richard Bloom as a second at-large Board 
member and Jay McGowan seconded. The motions passed with support of all present. 
 
Alex discussed the need for a registered agent for the YBFWRB and what that entails. Nancy 
motioned to appoint Alex Conley as the registered agent of the Yakima Basin Fish and 
Wildlife Recovery Board, Jay McGowan seconded. The motion passed with support of all 
present. 
 

6) Review and Appointment of Committee Members 
Alex reviewed our current Citizen Committee and Technical Advisory Group membership. 
There were no nominations of new members. 
 

7) Set Board Meeting Schedule 
Alex reviewed the proposed meeting schedule. Jay McGowan moved to approve as 
presented, Richard Bloom seconded. The motion passed with support of all present. 
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8) Review and Approval of the FY2018-2019 Work Plan and Budget 
Alex reviewed the work plan and budget for FY 18/19. Terry noted that there is an extra “2” 
on pg. 13 of the Work Plan. Nancy Lillquist motioned to approve the YBFWRB FY 18/19 
Work Plan and Budget as amended, Jay McGowan seconded. The motion passed with 
support of all present. 
 

9) FY 2019 RCO Contract work plan and resolution 
Alex reviewed the RCO Scope of Work and resolution. He noted that either he or the chair 
should be appointed to finalize the new RCO operating contract. Nancy motioned to 
approve RCO Scope of Work as presented and approve the resolution authorizing Alex 
Conley to act as the Board’s authorized representative with RCO for the purpose of 
managing this contract. Jay McGowan seconded and the motion passed with support of all 
present. 
 

10) Communication Work Plan and Products 
Alex reviewed the revised communication work plan. He noted the largest change switched 
out a series of natural history tours for the creation of a citizen science program. Tricia 
reiterated how helpful the pre-meeting work in June was, thanked the Board for their 
participation, and noted that changes in the communication work plan were a direct 
response to that workshop. Richard Bloom moved to approve as presented and Nancy 
Lillquist seconded. The motion passed with support of all present. 
 

11) 2018 Lead Entity Ranked List 

Tricia reviewed where we are in the 2018 SRFB grant round process. She relayed to the 
Board that we expect a normal funding year, with $18 million total and $1,181,880 for the 
Yakima LE. She reviewed the 70/30 Klickitat Lead Entity funding split, as well as the Klickitat 
LE ranked list.  

Tricia reviewed the ranked list, giving board members more detail on each project. Six 
projects are recommended for full funding this year: Teanaway Community Forest 
Floodplain Restoration (Yakama Nation), Wood Replenishment in Four Tributaries (Yakama 
Nation), Cooke Creek Screening and Passage (KCCD), Ensign Ranch – Big Creek Flow 
Enhancement Planning (WWT), Taneum Fish Passage at RM 1.8 (Yakama Nation), and 
Ahtanum Restoration of Recreation Impacts (MCFEG). Tricia noted that the Four Tributaries 
project had been recommended for conditioning. Greenhead Ranch Wetland/Creek 
Enhancement, Ph. 1 (Ducks Unlimited) is the alternate project for 2018. Projects 
recommended for deferral are: Mainstem Teanaway Restoration RM 8 (MCFEG), Restoring 
Access to Thermal Refuge at Yakima RM 25 (MCFEG), and Yakima Side Channel 
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Implementation (Trout Unlimited). Tricia noted that there are components of the two 
MCFEG projects that the CC would like to see funded this year. For the Mainstem Teanaway 
project: the CC would like to see a design component move forward this year. For the 
Thermal Refuge project: the CC would like to see planting move forward this year.  

Funding the top 6 projects left $75,000 in the Yakima Lead Entity’s allocation for 2018. Tricia 
explained the decision tree that the Citizen Committee directed her to pursue. She then 
reviewed next steps for the 2018 SRFB grant round. 

A motion was made to approve the use of $506,520 of the Mid-Columbia allocation within 
the Klickitat Lead Entity area.  The motion passed with support of all present. 

A motion was made to approve the ranked list with the Citizen Committee 
recommendations, which the Board understood to mean that whichever project is partially 
funded with the $75,000 of remaining Yakima Lead Entity allocation (based on the decision 
tree developed by the Citizen Committee) would move to the last funded position in the 
ranked list.  The motion passed with support of all present. 
 
A motion was made to delegate authority to staff to allocate any additional SRFB funding. 
The motion passed with support of all present. 
 

12) Financial Reports 
The Board briefly reviewed the fincial reports. 
 

13) Public comment: Elizabeth Torrey, the new Ellensburg Area Habitat Biologist for WDFW, introduced 
herself and expressed her interest in engaging with the Board in the future. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm. 



NOTES for the September 25, 2018 YBFWRB Executive Committee Meeting  

Participants: Paul Ward, Jay McGowan, Richard Bloom, Nancy Lillquist, Adam Fyall and Alex Conley 

The meeting began at 1:07. 

A. Contracting for Annual Financial Statement and Audit 

The Board reviewed the responses Alex received from Abby Sanders, Petersen CPAs and Alegria CPAs 
regarding the cost of preparing our Annual Financial Statement and Audit. The Executive Committee 
approved Alex’s recommendation to work with Abby Sanders, for her proposed fee of $3,300 and asked 
that he maintain a file with written documentation of the inquiries he made with alternative providers. 
They also agreed that it made sense to have our accountant, Bob Villbrandt, complete our annual IRS 
990 following completion of the audit, so that both the fincial statement and the IRS 990 form can be 
reviewed and approved at the January Board of Directors. This will require filing for a time extension for 
the 990 form. 

B. Small Contract for BLM Project Conceptual Designs 

Alex reviewed the proposed small contract ($5,000) with Hoda Sondossi (geomorphologist) to develop 
conceptual design alternatives for large wood and other instream and floodplain elements for the BLM 
property at Ringer Rd, to be paid via our cooperative agreement with BLM. The Committee supported 
having Alex develop a contract for approval at the October 10 Board Meeting. 

C. 2019 Riparian Symposium Proposal 

The committee reviewed the proposal for the 2019 Eastern Washington Riparian Planting Symposium 
and discussed it with Tricia Snyder. The committee supported our moving forward as primary sponsor, 
as proposed, and directed Alex to present the proposal for approval at the October 10 Board Meeting. 

D. Hiring Update 

Alex noted that he is updating the Operations Managers job description and fly it as a full time position. 
He noted that he has been working with the Council of Regions (COR) on a proposal in which all seven 
regions would contribute $2-3,000 so that 20-30% of the Operations Managers time can be focused on 
coordinating state wide activities of COR. The committee discussed the proposal and directed Alex to 
continue working with COR to develop a detailed proposal to present to the Board on October 10.  

E. Letter on Sea Lion Bills 

Paul gave an update on the current status of the Senate Bill amending the Marine Mammal Protection 
Act to allow increased lethal take of sea lions preying on salmon. He noted the current impass over tribal 
jurisdictions. He recommended moving forward with draft a letter for review at the Oct 10 meeting, and 
committed to getting feedback from the Yakama Nation lobbyist on the issue. The committee asked Alex 
to follow up with state contacts (Meg White at WDFW and Rich Innes). Alex noted that COR members 
have discussed a joint letter, but the committee recommended that he focus on our letter, as spate 
letters from the Boards would likely be as or more powerful than a joint letter.   

 



F. Other Letters 

Alex updated the committee on the status of Corp of Engineers funding for the 1135 program and 
Yakima County’s Gap to Gap project. After discussing the legislative timeline, the committee directed 
Alex to complete a letter under his signature emphasizing the Gap to Gap project as a key element of 
the Board approved recovery plan. 

Alex also described a proposed letter in support of the Bureau of Reclamation’s Yakima Basinwide 
Tributaries Programmatic Investigation Report. The committee directed Alex to place it on the October 
10th agenda for review and approval. 

G. SRFB Mid- Columbia Steelhead Funding Request Proposal 

Alex noted that this year, the SRFB considered, but did not move forward with, a special budget request 
for specific projects that would help accelerate delisting of Mid-C steelhead. They did propose a similar 
request for Hood Canal, and asked Mid-C to develop a more detailed proposal for future consideration. 
In response, Alex is working with Snake, Yakima and Klickitat Board and Lead Entity staff to develop a 
short report and work plan identifying critical next steps to recovery Mid-C steelhead, review that 
document with partners, and by early 2019 present the report, next steps and support needed to 
implement them to the SRFB. The committee expressed their support for these efforts. 

H. State Budget Updates and YBBFWRB Input 

The Board discussed the timing of state agency requests and the development of the Governor’s 
proposed budget, and noted that the Oct 10 meeting will be the best time for the Board to consider a 
letter providing input on proposed budget items. The committee directed Alex to put together a pre-
meeting workshop focused on reviewing and understanding budget proposals and developing Board 
recommendations. Paul noted that Alex should touch base with Yakima County regarding YBIP priorities 
prior to the work session. Alex also provided an update on his recent tour with TNC, Yakima County and 
Senator Frockt, who is a key member of the State Senate’s Ways and Means Committee. 

I. NPCC Fish and Wildlife Program Update Input 

The committee reviewed the following points developed by Alex and directed him to work with Tom 
Iverson, WDFW and GSRO as he drafts comments for the Board. The group agreed that the Board would 
review updated points at the October meeting, and then review  a final letter after Alex coordinates 
with partners, and prior to submission before the Dec 13 deadline.  

1. The NPCC program covers all species, not just listed species 
 

2. For listed species, it should be clear that the program goal is broad sense recovery, and that 
investment should not be reduced as we approach delisting goals 

3. The best guide to the actions needed for both delisting and broad-sense recovery of Mid-C 
steelhead in the Yakima Basin is our Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan. 

4. The Board is available to help develop and advocate for specific priority actions identified in the 
Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan 



5. The Board is available to work with the Council on any proposed updates to the Yakima 
Subbasin Plan, or on development of products based on the Subbasin Plan. 

6. The Board emphasizes the need for a robust monitoring program to evaluate the status of Mid-C 
Steelhead and the threats that must be addressed to delist, and is excited to participate in the 
Mid-C pilot program being considered by the Federal Caucus. 

7. The Board has developed the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan, and is available to assist the Council 
in developing and reviewing proposals and policies intended to support bull trout recovery in 
the Columbia Basin. 

8. The Yakima Tributray and Access Program, the Yakima Fish Screen Project and the Yakama 
Nation Accord projects in the Yakima are necessary elements of any effort to recovery steelhead 
and salmon in the Yakima Basin. 

9. Increased Predation Focus? McNary Pool mgmt., Mid C bird plan, pinnedped mgmt.? 

10. Increased focus on mainstem survival of adult Mid-C steelhead (overshoot and conversion rate 
issues)? 

11. Flag for BOR work to improve mainstem Yakima survival as part of program? 

J. October Meeting Agenda 

The committee reviewed and approved the draft agenda for the October 10 Board of Directors Meeting. 

K. SRFB Grant Process LEAN Analysis 

Alex noted that he has been serving as a member of the advisory committee for the statewide LEAN 
analysis that is looking for improvements and efficiencies in the statewide SRFB grant process. He shared 
the staff comments that he has submitted, and asked the Committee for feedback on improvements to 
the grant processs.  

L. SRFB Proposal for Yakima Meeting in Summer of 2019 

The group briefly discussed the proposed SRFB meeting and tour in the Yakima Basin in summer 2019 
and how that would be a good opportunity to invite Oregon representatives to join us for a discussion of 
key needs to address in order to recover Mid-C steelhead. 

M. Feedback re our per diem and mileage policies 

The group briefly discussed per diem and mileage policy options. 

N. Possible Richland Project 

Richard Bloom noted that the Benton County Mosquito Control Board was looking into funding clearing 
out waterways in WE Johnson Park in Richland, in order to make it easier to treat mosquitos in a West 
Nile hot spot. He noted that there might be opportunities to improve habitat and increase flow in a way 
that could benefit fish and mosquito control efforts. Adam Fyall noted he would explore the idea with 
Benton Conservation District and the Tapteal Greenway association. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 pm. 
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September 28, 2018 
 
 
Ms. Stephanie Solien 
Mr. Thomas (Les) Purce 
Co-chairs, Southern Resident Killer Whale Task Force 
Office of the Governor 
Post Office Box 40002 
Olympia, WA 98504-0002 
 
Subject: Council of Recovery Regions Comments on Actions to Benefit Southern  

 Resident Killer Whales 
 
Dear Ms. Solien and Mr. Purce: 
 
The Council of Regions, which represents Washington State’s seven regional recovery 
organizations, would like to start by expressing our support for your efforts to recover 
orca. COR has been actively engaged in the Task Force process, and appreciates your 
strong leadership in this important initiative.  We are grateful that much of the feedback 
we have collectively provided to date through the Prey Work Group has been reflected in 
the matrices of priority actions that will be considered by the Task Force.  In addition to 
our prior comments, we offer the following for your consideration.     
 

Rely on Existing Regional Salmon Recovery Plans and Frameworks 
Over the last decade, our organizations have worked with tribal, federal, state and local 
partners to develop, implement and evaluate local plans for recovery of Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) listed salmonid species, and enhancement of non-listed salmonid 
species. We are proud of these plans, the role they play in Washington’s grassroots 
approach to salmon and steelhead recovery, and the network of partnerships we have 
forged and maintained to implement them. We recommend that the Task Force rely on 
these plans and the regional recovery organization framework for identifying and 
implementing actions to improve the abundance and sustainability of salmon 
populations that orca rely on, as this process moves forward.  
 

Existing plans and strategies may need to be expanded to meet the needs of orca given 
that recovery of listed and unlisted salmon and steelhead needs to be addressed. In some 
cases, investments in unlisted stocks of salmon may result in the greatest returns for orca 
given that most listed stocks have been critically depressed over the past few years. The 
Task Force should fully support this expansion of effort and can rely on the regional 
organizations to do this where needed. The state’s existing project databases (e.g. 
PRISM, Habitat Work Schedules, SalmonPORT, etc.) and Lead Entity habitat strategies 
offer a wealth of information about where the best opportunities exist to fund habitat 
protection and restoration to benefit key prey species. The regional organizations and 
their technical groups are well suited to prioritize these projects and administer funding 
for on-the-ground work over the next 3-5 years. Specific funding sources and criteria 
could be developed to take full advantage of this opportunity to enhance prey for orca 
while contributing to the recovery of imperiled salmon across the state.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON STATE REGIONAL SALMON RECOVERY ORGANIZATIONS 
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Avoid Unintended Consequences 
Salmon and orca recovery is incredibly complex and involves a multitude of partners - it is 
therefore important to fully evaluate proposed actions for unintended consequences.  
The ideas being carried forward are diverse and represent a wide variety of stakeholder 
interests and perspectives. In light of this, and given the rapid pace of this process, we 
believe it will be critically important to exercise extreme caution to ensure that efforts to 
produce immediate benefits do not produce negative and unintended consequences 
over the long-term. This includes understanding how actions under one “H” (habitat, 
harvest, hatcheries, hydro, ecological interactions, etc.) may affect recovery progress 
related to other “H’s”.   
 
We recommend the Task Force consider the goals of hatchery programs in making 
recommendations for changes, to ensure that they are aligned with the goals of the Task 
Force and regional recovery plans. In many cases, hatchery programs aimed at providing 
harvest opportunity are the most closely aligned with the goals of the Task Force and 
may represent the lowest risk to listed populations, provided harvest regimes ensure 
production is available as orca prey.  In other cases, such as programs focused on near-
term reintroduction efforts, increased hatchery production may align well with 
conservation goals. Given the variability of both hatchery and recovery programs across 
the state, it will be important to coordinate closely with recovery regions before hatchery 
management decisions are made.   
 
It is also important to thoroughly consider how near-term actions may affect ongoing 
stakeholder engagement, the balance of “recovery burden” across user groups, and 
maintenance of commitments that have been established through long-term recovery 
efforts and negotiations.  As you work to refine actions for implementation, we 
encourage you to reach out to COR directors as needed for insights into unintended 
consequences within each of our respective regions. This is especially important when 
considering major actions involving culturally, politically and/or biologically complex 
interrelationships.    
 
Fully Consider the Complexity of Orca and Salmon Recovery 
The current status of orca prey is the result of decades of actions and effects that have 
eroded the productive capacity of habitat, the salmon themselves, and their prey resources.  
These actions span all of the “Hs”, which are highly interrelated.  While responses to 
changes in some H’s may be relatively immediate (e.g., harvest, predation, increased 
juvenile survival, etc), changes in population productivity from hatchery reform and 
adaption to improved habitat conditions is more often measured by fish life cycles.  Just as 
impacts have incrementally accrued from our joint actions over time, the path to recovery 
will also take concerted, deliberate and difficult steps over the long-term.  Although the 
term has been frequently used during the Task Force and Work Group discussions, there are 
no “silver bullets” for orca or salmon recovery, and we need to avoid the temptation to 
place too much emphasis on short-term and/or high profile actions that will not sustainably 
support salmon and orca for future generations.  It is also important to evaluate proposed 
actions to improve prey abundance through the lens of the entire salmon life cycle, to 
ensure that target benefits would actually be realized and not masked or undermined by 
overriding population bottlenecks (e.g., carrying capacity limitations, harvest, ocean 
conditions, etc.).  This will require consideration of both benefits and impacts from the 
population, watershed, regional, and statewide scales.     
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Consider Short and Long Term Needs of Orca and Salmon 
Much of the focus to date in the Prey Work Group has been to identify near-term actions 
to improve prey resources, which is both understandable and necessary. In light of this, 
COR believes that it is important to couple any short-term actions with those that will 
produce long-term and sustainable benefits. For example, if strategic and focused 
increases in hatchery production are determined to be both necessary and compatible 
with salmon recovery efforts, they should be coupled with equal or greater investments 
in habitat protection and restoration to produce meaningful and sustainable benefits.  As 
aptly noted by the Salmon Recovery Funding Board in their July 25, 2018 letter, only 15 
percent of the identified habitat restoration needs are funded in each biennium, and at 
that rate, it is no surprise that orca and salmon alike have continued to suffer.  If one of 
the goals of this effort is to provide sustainable and long-term benefits to orca, funding 
for both salmon recovery and habitat protection efforts must be substantively increased.    
We believe that the Recreation and Conservation Office’s (RCO) 2019/2021 budget 
proposal for salmon programs represents an important first step in expanding key 
programs that will meaningfully benefit orca recovery over the long-term.   
 
COR firmly believes that the pathway to orca recovery must be aligned with and support 
ongoing salmon and steelhead recovery efforts.  We believe that the plans and processes 
we have collectively developed will serve as valuable tools in forging a coherent strategy 
moving forward.  If you have any questions regarding these comments, please feel free 
to reach out to our Chair, Steve Manlow, or any of the other Directors identified below.  
We appreciate your efforts, and look forward to continuing to work with you on this 
important endeavor. 
 
Sincerely, 

Amber Moore               
Amber Moore     Scott Brewer 
Puget Sound Partnership   Hood Canal Coordinating Council 

   
Jessica Helsley     John Foltz 
WA Coast Sustainable Salmon Partnership Snake River Salmon Recovery Board 

    
Melody Kreimes    Steve Manlow 
Upper Columbia Salmon Recovery Board Lower Columbia Fish Recovery Board 
 

 
Alex Conley 
Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 







Taneum USFS Scoping Comments       August 2018 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Taneum Restoration Project Purpose and Need and 
Proposed Action. Please accept these as staff level comments from the Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife 
Recovery Board (the Board). 

In general, the purpose and need statement does a strong job of identifying the need for the project, 
and the aquatic restoration needs that are highlighted are consistent with the Yakima Steelhead 
Recovery Plan and the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan.  On p. 3, you note, “14% of the trafficable roads 
and 25% of the trails network are causing the greatest impairments.” It would be valuable to understand 
more about the analysis that generated this rather precise estimate, and how that analysis will inform 
specific actions to reduce road impacts on fish and wildlife. 

Under the Aquatic Restoration section of the proposed action, bullet 5 references removing 2-5 fish 
passage barriers. In 2017, the Board provided funding to the Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement 
Group and the Cle Elum Ranger District to complete fish passage surveys at all USFS road crossings in the 
Taneum Watershed. This data is readily available, and the goal of this project should be to replace all 
barriers associated with USFS roads that block access to salmonid-bearing waters. This is likely to be 
more than the 2-5 indicated in the proposed action. Please provide a map of all fish barriers proposed 
for removal, along with the fish passage barrier inventory data collected in 2017-18. 

Under the Aquatic Restoration section of the proposed action, bullet 7 states, “Reduce the impacts of 
campgrounds on the floodplains along Taneum Creek by hardening, moving, or removing campsites”. 
This is an important action, expecially at Taneum Campground and Taneum Junction, and every effort 
should be made to realize the full floodplain restoration potential at these sites. Hardening of campsites 
should be avoided whenever possible. 

There may be opportunities to achieve significant hydrologic and biologic benefits from woody debris 
placements and floodplain restoration. A bullet should be added to the aquatic restoration section that 
is specific to these actions.  

The map of Aquatic Restoration Proposed Actions is hard to connect to the proposed action. Please 
develop a more specific map that shows locations of proposed aquatic restoration actions and explains 
what the “restoration opportunity areas” are meant to encompass. 



 

 
1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 
 

October 10, 2018 

Senator Cantwell    Senator Murray    
511 Hart Senate Office Bldg.    154 Russell Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC  20510    Washington, DC  20510    
  
Honorable Senators, 

I write to express the Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board’s support for legislation that would 
allow Pacific Northwest fisheries managers to address the impacts of sea lion predation on threatened 
and endangered steelhead and salmon runs in the Columbia River. 
 

The Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board was created by 22 county and city governments and 
the Yakama Nation to promote the recovery of at-risk fish and wildlife species in the Yakima Basin. The 
Board worked with local partners to develop the 2009 Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan, which NOAA 
Fisheries adopted as part of the federal Endangered Species Act required recovery plan for Mid-
Columbia Steelhead. The Board also led development of the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan, and, as the 
designated SRFB Lead Entity for the Yakima Basin, runs an annual review of proposals for grants from 
the State’s Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB). 
 
Federal, state and local partners have made significant investments in salmon and steelhead recovery in 
the Yakima Basin. In order for these investments to bear fruit, adult salmon and steelhead need to be 
able to survive their upstream journey from the ocean, up the Columbia River, to the Yakima and its 
tributaries. Recent research shows that as much as 43% of the spring chinook run- and an unknown 
proportion of our steelhead run- is consumed by sea lions in the Columbia River below Bonneville. If 
these losses are not reduced, our efforts to save these iconic fish will be in vain. 
 
The House of Representatives has passed HR 2083, the Endangered Salmon and Fisheries Predation 
Prevention Act, which would amend the Marin Mammal Protection Act to allow increased lethal take of 
sea lions that are preying upon Columbia River salmon and steelhead. We understand the bill is now 
under review in the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science and Transportation. 
 
We encourage you to work to address any outstanding issues and pass the Endangered Salmon and 
Fisheries Predation Prevention Act. The future of the salmon and steelhead of the Columbia Basin 
depends on it. 
 
Sincerely, 

 

Adam Fyall 
Chairman 



 

 
1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 
 

 

TO: Gwendolyn Christensen. YRBWEP Manager. Bureau of Reclamation Columbia-Cascades Office 

DATE: October 2, 2018 

TOPIC: Support for Yakima Basinwide Tributaries Programmatic Investigation Report  

I write to express the Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board’s support for Bureau of 
Reclamation Yakima River Basin Water Enhancement Project (YRBWEP) Yakima Basinwide Tributaries 
Programmatic Investigation Report.  
 

The Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board was created by 21 county and city governments and 
the Yakama Nation to promote the recovery of at-risk fish and wildlife species in the Yakima Basin. The 
Board worked with local partners to develop the 2009 Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan, which NOAA 
Fisheries adopted as part of the federal Endangered Species Act required recovery plan for Mid-
Columbia Steelhead. The Board also led development of the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan, and, as the 
designated SRFB Lead Entity for the Yakima Basin, runs an annual review of proposals for grants from 
the State’s Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB). 
 

The technical and fincial support from YRBWEP that completion of the Yakima Basinwide Tributaries 
Programmatic Investigation Report enables will greatly accelerate the rate of habitat project 
implementation in priority tributaries in the Yakima Basin. Full implementation of the actions identified 
in this report will significantly improve the viability of steelhead in the Yakima Basin and help achieve 
levels that would allow for delisting of the Mid-Columbia Steelhead DPS. 

We are excited to work together with YRBWEP staff and other habitat restoration partners to implement 
the actions identified in this Tributaries Report. For many watersheds, the report calls for detailed 
evaluation and assessment to identify specific projects for on-the-ground implementation. We look 
forward to working in close partnership with YRBWEP staff, existing project sponsors, the Yakama 
Nation, and WDFW to complete detailed tributary-specific assessments that capture and build on 
existing knowledge in an efficient manner. We believe that these assessments can meet the YRBWEP 
Program’s needs at the same time that they inform pending updates of the Yakima Steelhead Recovery 
Plan, the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan and the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan’s Habitat Strategy.  

Thank you for the opportunity to review and express our support for the Yakima Basinwide Tributaries 
Programmatic Investigation Report. 

Sincerely, 

 

Adam Fyall 
Chairman 



Salmon Recovery Funding Board 
Recreation and Conservation Office 
P.O. Box 40917  
Olympia, WA 98504-0917 
 

Dear Director Cottingham, 

The LEAN study is an excellent opportunity to examine our Lead Entity processes, uncover where 
efficiencies might be incorporated, and serve as a way to make each dollar we put towards salmon 
recovery in Washington state stretch as far as possible. The Yakima LE staff would like to submit some 
recommendations that may help in the development of future state proposals: 

1. Ensure Early and Full Engagement from the State Review Panel 
We have found that when we have active engagement from state review panel members in site 
tours, project presentations and our local technical reviews, they add significant value to our 
deliberations and help improve projects. In contrast, when new concerns are brought up after the 
completion of our local process, we have found issues hard to resolve and the process burdensome 
on our local sponsors given the limited time they have to respond. We are intrigued by the idea of 
running the state review process concurrently with the local process, to ensure early engagement 
and shorten the overall length of the grant process. We also encourage the development of a no-
surprises rule that prevents review panel members for adding or significantly revising issues raised 
after a defined point in the process. 
 

2. Require Each Lead Entity to develop a written Lead Entity Manual  
Thanks to their grassroots nature, lead entity processes vary across the state, which can make it 
confusing for applicants, committee members, RCO and others. We have a readily available written 
Lead Entity Manual that clearly explains our local grant review process, the roles and responsibilities 
of different parties and related policies. This has been invaluable in explaining our process to new 
Board members, applicants and others, and has served as the basis for our annual discussions of 
how we can refine our processes. We encourage RCO to make maintenance of a Lead Entity Manual 
a contract deliverable. 
 

3. Consider making small grants available for Early Project Development 
One of the hardest stages of a project is the early evaluation of goals, objectives and conceptual 
designs. When this work has not been completed in advance, we often find that proposals change 
and are hard to evaluate. However sponsors are quick to note that they are limited in how much of 
this work they can do without dedicated funding. There would be great value in developing a small 
grant program that Lead Entities could allocate to project sponsors for initial development of project 
concepts that clearly implement recovery plan priorities. This would help match projects to priorities 
and ensure that projects are already well-developed when they are submitted as SRFB applications. 
 

4. Develop a Budget Form that allows full accounting of project match 
Lead Entities vary in how their project sponsors report project match, with some reporting a 
minimum amount to reduce billing challenges, even when additional match is being used. This 
makes documenting how SRFB funds leverage other funds challenging. We encourage the SRFB to 



develop budget spreadsheets that are built into PRISM and have a column for Billable Match (often 
held near the minimum) and other match so that total match can be reported in a way that is 
comparable across the state. 
 

5. Avoid Asking for Project Specific Detail and Budgets in Advance of Budget Requests 
While we understand the interest of the legislature in seeing examples of what their funding 
decisions would support, we would caution against the increasing tendency to ask regions and lead 
entities to develop specific project lists and budgets 2+ years before funding is available. This often 
ends up being a rather speculative exercise that requires redoing as project and funding realities 
become clearer. The strength of the SRFB is that it is a rigorous and competitive grant process that 
does not have predetermined outcomes, and it should remain that. 
 

6. Create a Statewide Lessons Learned Database 
It would help accelerate learning and information sharing if, as part of final reports, project sponsors 
were asked to identify and describe lessons learned, which could then be incorporated into a 
standardized, searchable web based library of lessons learned. This is a standard procedure for 
Department of Energy and many other large project managers, and could, with only a little 
additional work, provide a great resource for salmon recovery partners across the state. 
 

7. Support Efforts to Evaluate Organizational Efficiencies in Puget Sound 
We are not in a position to judge how the Puget Sound Partnership, Lead Entities, Local Integrating 
Organizations, WRIA Planning Teams and others should be organized in Puget Sound. However, at a 
state level, we do frequently get asked about whether there might not be more efficient ways to 
organize things. We encourage RCO and GSRO to work with partners in Puget Sound to evaluate and 
potentially implement actions that would improve coordination and increase efficiencies among the 
many partners in Puget Sound. 
 

8. Consider Different Standards for Large and Small Lead Entity Programs 
Lead Entities vary greatly in the amount they are allocated for each grant round. Many challenges 
exist for smaller lead entity programs that are less pronounced for larger programs (like the regional 
scale lead entities in the Columbia Basin), and many processes that are helpful for a larger program 
may be burdensome for a small program that only reviews a few projects every round. We wonder if 
this might be addressed by creating different standards and process requirements for Lead Entities 
that are operating at different scales.  

 

We hope that these suggestions will be useful, and look forward to participating in the next steps of the 
SRFB Lean Evaluation. 

Sincerely, 

Alex Conley 
 
Executive Director 
Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 



Roles and Responsibilities for 3rd Annual Eastern Washington Riparian Planting Symposium 

Event: The YBFWRB has assisted in some capacity with the Eastern Washington Riparian Planting 
Symposium (Symposium) since its inception in 2017. This has generally meant providing help with 
logistics, outreach, and financial assistance for lunch. In past years, the Department of Ecology (Ecology) 
was the main sponsor and fiscal agent. Heather Simmons, with Ecology, has requested that YBFWRB 
take on the role of primary sponsor in 2019. Ecology has held this previously free event in late winter in 
Ellensburg, WA with approximately 145 attendees each year. The wrap-up survey last year asked 
whether attendees would be willing to pay for the event: about half of the respondents said they would 
like to see the event remain free and just over 30% of respondents said they would be willing to pay up 
to $20 for registration. 

YBFWRB: The Board would act as the primary sponsor and fiscal agent for the event. They would also 
house a Symposium Committee to assist with developing the agenda and format and recruiting 
speakers. 

Tricia Snyder (YBFWRB): Tricia would be responsible for overseeing the event and logistics. This would 
include: recruiting co-sponsors, reserving a venue, working out day of logistics with venue employees, 
ordering and managing food, managing registration of attendees, coordinating speaker logistics (rooms, 
times, etc.), any other logistical items relevant to the event, and serve as a member of the Symposium 
Committee. 

Alex Conley (YBFWRB): Alex would assist Tricia in the organization of the event, as needed.  

Heather Simmons (Ecology): Heather has successfully organized the symposium for two years. Her main 
role will be to lead the Symposium Committee and be the deciding vote in terms of content. She will 
also be available to help Tricia with logistical questions, help with registration, and help with advertising 
and communication.  

Symposium Committee: Led by Heather, the Committee will be in charge of the content of the event. 
This will include identifying topics and themes, identifying potential speakers, recruiting speakers, 
deciding on event structures, and other content items relevant to the event. Heather has not yet 
convened the Committee, but members may include employees or volunteers from partner agencies 
and organizations all through eastern Washington.  The committee could also potentially work on 
growing the symposium by collaborating with other training programs, regions, or states.  The 
committee will work independently of the Board, but will bring major decisions (for example, major 
changes to structure, location, or content) to the Board before implementing. 

Coastal Training Program, Washington (Ecology): The Coastal Training Program (housed by Ecology) 
offers natural resource related training throughout Washington State. Ecology staff and the program are 
interested in hosting a wetland plant ID course, tailored to Eastern Washington. Heather is working with 
them to find an instructor and pair it with the symposium. The CTP could also act as the fiscal agent for 
registration costs of both the training and symposium, if the Committee and YBFWRB would like to 
charge an additional nominal fee for the Symposium. YBFWRB is not well set up to take registration 
payments and could not take credit card payments. A $10 registration fee would cover about 65% of the 
cost of the Symposium. 



Co-sponsors: Heather and Tricia have discussed the possibility of recruiting financial co-sponsors for the 
event. This would likely consist of consulting firms, plant nurseries, etc. who would then be recognized 
on advertising materials and be invited to set up a table to talk with attendees during breaks and lunch.  
 

2018 Actual Budget 

Item Cost Responsible Party 
Snacks and drinks $420 Ecology 
Plates, cutlery, etc. $29 Ecology 
Lunch for attendees $458 YBFWRB 
Travel Costs for Speakers $667 YBFWRB 
Badges $198 Ecology 
Venue $675 Yakama Nation 
Speaker thank you gifts $150 Ecology 
Total $2,597 (YBFWRB = $1,125) 

 

2019 Draft Budget 

  

 

 

Expense Item Cost 
Snacks and drinks $400 
Plates, cutlery, etc. $30 
Lunch for attendees $500 
Travel Costs for Speakers $200 
Registration items $30 
Venue $750 
Printing costs $50 
Speaker stipends $300 
Misc. $200 
Total $2,460 

Potential Revenue Amount 
Registration fees 
($10/person) 

$1,500 

Sponsors (2 @ $250/each) $500 
YBFWRB $60 
Ecology $400 
Total $2,460 



Proposed YBFWRB Input      Prepared by Alex Conley, 10/5/2018 

Responses to the Northwest Power & Conservation Council’s Request for Recommendations to Amend 
the Columbia River Basin Fish & Wildlife Program are due December 13.  

I’d like feedback on the points below, which I’ll then incorporate into a more detailed letter of input 
from the Board. We’ve committed to coordinating our input with the Yakama Nation, State and regional 
partners, and project sponsors in the Basin; I figured circulating these points would also be a good way 
to start those discussions.  

Potential points identified for consideration: 

1. The NPCC program covers all species, not just listed species 

2. For listed species, it should be clear that the program goal is broad sense recovery, and that 
investment should not be reduced as we approach lesser ESA delisting goals 

3. The best guide to the actions needed for both delisting and broad-sense recovery of Mid-C 
steelhead in the Yakima Basin is our Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan. 

4. The Board is available to help develop and advocate for specific priority actions identified in the 
Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan 

5. The Board is available to work with the Council on any proposed updates to the Yakima 
Subbasin Plan, or on development of products based on the Subbasin Plan. 

6. The Board emphasizes the need for a robust monitoring program to evaluate the status of Mid-C 
Steelhead and the threats that must be addressed to delist, and is excited to participate in the 
Mid-C pilot program being considered by the Federal Caucus. 

7. The Board has developed the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan, and is available to assist the Council 
in developing and reviewing proposals and policies intended to support bull trout recovery in 
the Columbia Basin. 

8. The Yakima Tributary and Access Program, the Yakima Fish Screen Project and the Yakama 
Nation Accord projects in the Yakima are necessary elements of any effort to recovery steelhead 
and salmon in the Yakima Basin. 

9. The Program should emphasize the need to evaluate and reduce high rates of predation by bass, 
walleye and pike minnow in the lower Yakima and the McNary Pool through testing of fisheries 
and reservoir management actions. 

10. The program should emphasize full implementation of the Corp of Engineers Inland Avian 
Predation Management Plan and ongoing implementation of avian predation reduction actions 
in the lower Columbia River. 

11. Recent PIT tag data indicates that adult Yakima origin steelhead may survive at lower than 
anticipated levels in their migration from Bonneville Dam to their spawning grounds in the 
Yakima Basin. The Program should emphasize the need to understanding what drives these 
survival trends and identify ways to improve adult survival.  

12. The Program should emphasize the value of operating the Bureau of Reclamation’s Yakima 
Project in a manner that fully realizes the potential of broader Program investments in 
anadromous fish recovery in the Yakima Basin. 



September 10, 2018 

 

David Troutt, Chairman 

Salmon Recovery Funding Board 

Recreation and Conservation Office  

P.O. Box 40917  

Olympia, Washington 98504-0917 

 

Dear Chairman Troutt and Members of the Board, 

The Mid-Columbia Salmon Recovery Regions and Lead Entities appreciate the Salmon Recovery Funding 

Board’s interest in a focused effort to reach viability for mid-Columbia River Steelhead.  We understand 

the Board’s concerns and your decision to not proceed with a specific state capital budget request 

specific to mid-Columbia (mid-C) Steelhead at this point in time.   

While a capital funding request might be premature, we propose to take a step forward in another way 

by seeking your buy-in and support for developing a mid-C steelhead focused investment strategy.  We 

recognize that a more strategic plan that builds upon our existing recovery plans and identifies key 

partners and projects needed to achieve viability, is needed.  This strategy would identify specific needs 

and provide a realistic expectation and timeline that would aid the Board in making decisions about 

committing future resources to accelerate delisting of mid-C steelhead. 

We believe that the Regions and Lead Entities in the mid-C, with the help and support of the Board, are 

in a position to develop this focused investment strategy.   For the most part, we know the habitat 

actions that need to be completed.  Both the Board and Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office (GSRO) can 

provide leverage and support for both monitoring and for larger mainstem recovery needs, such as 

tributary overshoot and predation.  If the Board commits to supporting this effort, we will work to 

develop this draft strategy. 

We recognize that the mid-C Steelhead distinct population segment is large and diverse.  While the 

needs and actions to reach viability might be relatively well known, we understand that we have data 

gaps and also will need to have the buy-in from all of the stakeholders involved.   We will need the 

Board and GSRO to help broker these stakeholder partnerships and buy-in.   

Specifically, in the short term, we are asking if the Board will support the initiation of this effort.  If the 

Board is supportive, we will use our existing regional resources to scope out what a strategy would look 

like. 

 In the longer term, once we have completed scoping and feasibility, we will need Board support to: 

1. Provide support and backing, both from citizen members and agency members to engage in the 

development of this strategy, 

2. Use your position as a State Board to leverage participation with Oregon and our tribal partners, 

the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration, and GSRO  so that everyone is on the same page and working towards 

implementing coordinated actions to reach viability, 



3. Potentially commit resources to assist in the development of a shared investment strategy – we 

anticipate this funding requirement will be leveraged against regional funding and other 

sources, 

4. Potentially commit future monitoring resources to show that we are meeting viability criteria, 

and 

5. Potentially commit future capital project funding to help leverage additional funding resources 

for larger projects beyond the scope of typical SRFB grant round projects, 

We have a great opportunity here to build upon the joint SRFB/OWEB meeting that occurred earlier this 

year, to potentially re-align the Board’s monitoring investments, and leverage other state and federal 

funding sources to reach mid-C steelhead viability in the near future.  We need strong support and buy-

in from the Board to be successful.   

Sincerely, the Mid-Columbia Regions and Lead Entities, 

 

Jacob Anderson, Program Coordinator 

Klickitat County Lead Entity 

 

Alex Conley, Executive Director 

Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board and Lead Entity 

 

John Foltz, Executive Director 

Snake River Salmon Recovery Board and Lead Entity 

 

 



Jul 1, 18

ASSETS
Current Assets

Checking/Savings
100 ꞏ Wells Fargo Checking -7,912.12
110 ꞏ Wells Fargo Savings 13,644.46

Total Checking/Savings 5,732.34

Other Current Assets
145 ꞏ Prepaid Health Insurance -0.09

Total Other Current Assets -0.09

Total Current Assets 5,732.25

Fixed Assets
160 ꞏ Fixed Assets

161 ꞏ Equipment & Furnishings 39,991.66

Total 160 ꞏ Fixed Assets 39,991.66

170 ꞏ Accumulated Depreciation -27,737.00

Total Fixed Assets 12,254.66

TOTAL ASSETS 17,986.91

LIABILITIES & EQUITY
Liabilities

Current Liabilities
Credit Cards

202 ꞏ Alex Credit Card 5504 2,831.06
209 ꞏ Tricia Credit Card 4877 1,292.26

Total Credit Cards 4,123.32

Other Current Liabilities
210 ꞏ Payroll Liabilities

2101 ꞏ Federal Withholding Payable 1,502.00
2102 ꞏ Social Security Tax Payable 2,670.62
2103 ꞏ Medicare Tax Payable 624.60
2107 ꞏ Simple IRA Payable 2,506.02
2108 ꞏ Labor & Industries Payable 239.94
2109 ꞏ Employment Security Payable 53.79

Total 210 ꞏ Payroll Liabilities 7,596.97

Total Other Current Liabilities 7,596.97

Total Current Liabilities 11,720.29

Total Liabilities 11,720.29

Equity
310 ꞏ Retained Earnings 22,038.40
Net Income -15,771.78

Total Equity 6,266.62

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 17,986.91

12:54 PM Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board

07/26/18 Balance Sheet
Accrual Basis As of July 1, 2018
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Jul '17 - Jun 18 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
Income

500 ꞏ Federal Funds
501 ꞏ BLM Grants 23,216 67,008 -43,792 35%

Total 500 ꞏ Federal Funds 23,216 67,008 -43,792 35%

510 ꞏ State Funds 292,302 434,155 -141,853 67%

Total Income 317,225 501,163 -183,938 63%

Gross Profit 317,225 501,163 -183,938 63%

Expense
706 ꞏ Personnel

7065 ꞏ Salary & Wages 139,580 212,600 -73,020 66%

7061 ꞏ Benefits
70611 ꞏ Medical Insurance 23,459 53,820 -30,361 44%
70612 ꞏ Simple IRA 2,823 6,378 -3,555 44%

Total 7061 ꞏ Benefits 26,281 60,198 -33,917 44%

7064 ꞏ Payroll Taxes 10,656 19,134 -8,478 56%

Total 706 ꞏ Personnel 176,518 291,932 -115,414 60%

710 ꞏ Operating Costs
7101 ꞏ Advertising 381 500 -119 76%
7102 ꞏ Bank Expenses

71025 ꞏ Bank Service Charges 35 60 -26 58%
71022 ꞏ Loan Interest 344 290 54 119%
7102 ꞏ Bank Expenses - Other 150 0 150 100%

Total 7102 ꞏ Bank Expenses 571 350 221 163%

7103 ꞏ Communications
71031 ꞏ Internet Service 720 800 -80 90%
71032 ꞏ Telephone 3,267 3,100 167 105%

Total 7103 ꞏ Communications 3,987 3,900 87 102%

7104 ꞏ Computer Support
71041 ꞏ Website Maintenance 0 2,200 -2,200 0%
71042 ꞏ Office Computer Support 0 1,000 -1,000 0%
7104 ꞏ Computer Support - Other 0 0 0 0%

Total 7104 ꞏ Computer Support 0 3,200 -3,200 0%

7105 ꞏ Dues and Subscriptions 2,001 1,800 201 111%
7106 ꞏ Insurance 2,750 3,000 -250 92%
7120 ꞏ Office Rent 23,686 22,074 1,612 107%
7130 ꞏ Office Supplies 1,682 2,500 -818 67%
7132 ꞏ Equipment & Furnishings 849 4,000 -3,151 21%
7140 ꞏ Postage and Delivery 121 250 -129 48%
7141 ꞏ Printing and Reproduction 2,993 2,000 993 150%
7142 ꞏ Registration Fees & Training 649 4,000 -3,351 16%
7143 ꞏ Food & Beverages 2,241 1,200 1,041 187%
7160 ꞏ Utilities

71601 ꞏ Electric 1,315 1,300 15 101%
71602 ꞏ Natural Gas 275 500 -225 55%
71603 ꞏ Janitorial 2,470 2,200 270 112%
71604 ꞏ Security Service 360 350 10 103%

Total 7160 ꞏ Utilities 4,420 4,350 70 102%

Total 710 ꞏ Operating Costs 46,330 53,124 -6,794 87%

717 ꞏ Professional Fees
7171 ꞏ Accounting 6,450 7,500 -1,050 86%
7173 ꞏ Consulting 1,025 5,500 -4,475 19%
7176 ꞏ Legal Fees 0 500 -500 0%

12:50 PM Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board

07/26/18 Actual Expenses vs. Budget
Accrual Basis for Fiscal Year 2018 (7/1/17 to 6/30/18)
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Jul '17 - Jun 18 Budget $ Over Budget % of Budget

7178 ꞏ Technical Support 48,929 68,000 -19,071 72%

Total 717 ꞏ Professional Fees 56,404 81,500 -25,096 69%

720 ꞏ Program Expense 18,568 62,157 -43,589 30%
730 ꞏ Miscellaneous 154 2,500 -2,346 6%
780 ꞏ Travel

7801 ꞏ Lodging 1,251 2,500 -1,249 50%
7802 ꞏ Meals & Per Diem 156 1,000 -844 16%
7804 ꞏ Mileage Reimbursements 3,984 5,500 -1,516 72%
7805 ꞏ Miscellaneous, Parking, Ferries 770 150 620 513%
7806 ꞏ Vehicle Expense 826 800 26 103%

Total 780 ꞏ Travel 6,987 9,950 -2,963 70%

Total Expense 304,960 501,163 -196,202 61%

12:50 PM Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board

07/26/18 Actual Expenses vs. Budget
Accrual Basis for Fiscal Year 2018 (7/1/17 to 6/30/18)
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