
 

 

1110 W. Lincoln Ave, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 

 

Minutes of the 03/14/13 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved at the 5/30/13 Board Meeting 

 

Members Present:  Dave Fast (Yakama Nation), Adam Fyall (Benton County), John Hubbard (City of Kennewick), Terry 
Keenhan (Yakima County), Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), and Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum)   

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), and Heather Hadsel 
(Operations Manager) 

Guests Present: David Child (Joint Board Fisheries Biologist) and Jennifer Nelson (WDFW) 

 

1) Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes 

Nancy called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  After a quorum was reached, the Board reviewed the agenda, 
minutes from the January 15 Board meeting, and the notes of the Executive Committee meeting on March 26.  The 
group agreed to defer the lake trout discussion until WDFW opens the process to propose 2014 fishing regulations 
this fall. 

Adam Fyall made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted and John Hubbard seconded the motion. The motion 
carried. 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 

The Board reviewed recent Board correspondence.  The Board sent a letter in November to WDFW supporting 
removing catch limits on bass, walleye, and catfish.  Alex reported that in January, the Fish & Wildlife Commission 
approved the recommended change. Based on discussions at the January meeting, a letter was sent to the Bureau of 
Reclamation supporting adding remote operations equipment to Clear Creek Dam.  The variable spills currently don’t 
allow the fish ladder to work all the time.  Alex noted that he had written a letter of support for three large grants 
being submitted to NOAA Fisheries.  A thank you letter was received for contributions to the State of the Salmon 
website.  A letter was received from the Ecosystems Scholarship Fund requesting support.  It was agreed that the 
Board was not in a position to donate funds to the scholarship fund but could help publicize the program.   

Announcements made included: 

 The 2013 Yakima SRFB Project Booklet is now printed and available. 

 The Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office’s new State of the Salmon website can be viewed at 
www.stateofsalmon.wa.gov  

 NPCC’s Independent Scientific Review Team tour of BPA habitat projects in the Yakima Basin is scheduled for 
May 14 & 15. 

 The SRFB Biennial Salmon Recovery Conference is scheduled for May 14-15 in Vancouver, WA. 

 The Yakima Basin Science & Management Conference is scheduled for June 12-13 at Central Washington 
University. 

http://www.stateofsalmon.wa.gov/


 

 

 

 The YBFWRB Annual Meeting is scheduled for May 30, and will include a project tour, awards, and an open 
house. 

 The first annual “Salmon Run” 5k/10k/100 yard dash is scheduled for April 20 at Central Washington 
University. 
 

3) Lead Entity Program 

Darcy provided the board with a table providing information on existing SRFB grants, including end dates and status. 
Darcy reviewed the proposed changed to the Board’s Lead Entity Manual, which included a revision to the Conflict of 
Interest policy to include staff.  Darcy noted that her husband accepted a position with the Kittitas Conservation Trust 
which is a project sponsor, and presented to the Board the Executive Committee’s proposals for how to address that 
potential conflict of interest. She also reviewed the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) recommended changes to the 
scoring matrix and explained the new priorities list which awards bonus points to projects identified as high priorities 
by the TAG.   

John Hubbard made a motion to approve the Lead Entity Manual as presented and Dave Fast seconded the motion; 
the motion carried.   

Darcy noted that the SRFB Kick-off Meeting is scheduled for March 21 from 1:00 – 4:00 at the YBFWRB office.  The 
RFP schedule for 2013 was also provided to the Board.  There are two Citizen’s Committee vacancies, one in Benton 
County and one in Yakima County.  Terry Keenhan said he will speak to Mike Leita regarding the open position.  Darcy 
will forward the position description to John Hubbard.  

 

4) Outreach Update 

The Outreach Reports from January and February were provided to the Board.  Monthly electronic announcement are 
being sent out to almost 200 recipients. Since the last Board meeting, Heather hosted a YBFWRB booth at the e3 
Festival in Ellensburg and facilitated the first Yakima River Outreach Committee.  During the first meeting, attendees 
identified a list of events in the Yakima Basin related to fish and wildlife recovery.  The committee will meet quarterly 
to share ideas, volunteer lists, and resources. In April and May Heather will volunteer time at several educational 
outreach events. 

 

5) Work Plan Review and Development 

The draft work plan for FY2014-FY2015 was provided to the Board.  The budget was rolled over from the previous 
year.  Providing for four full-time staff leaves the budget short $35,000.  Alex is talking to RCO about possibly rolling 
over the deliverables and funds to the next biennium which would cover that amount.  The budget was discussed but 
not reviewed at the last Executive Committee meeting, and will need to be revised prior to the May annual meeting. 
The draft work plan and budget need to be sent to member cities by April 1 along with a letter inviting them to attend 
the Annual Meeting and Open House.  Alex handed out some strategic questions for the Board to think about for the 
next biennium as well as a description of future funding options.   

John Hubbard made a motion to approve the draft work plan for distribution and Jay McGowan seconded the motion.  
The motion carried. 

6) Recovery Planning 

Progress on the Habitat Monitoring Plan and the Implementation Schedule has been limited due to unavailability of 
staff time.  The Bull Trout Action Plan is done, and the Steelhead VSP Monitoring Update is complete for the year.   

7) Policy & Budget Updates  



 

 

 

The proposed landowner liability legislation was passed in the house and is awaiting Senate action; a copy of the 
bill was included in the materials. The next budget forecast for SRFB will not be known until after the 20th. The 
Board briefly discussed the status of federal and state budgets and their implications for the Board and its 
partners. 

 

8) Board Logistics 

Yuki Reiss will not be returning to her position with YBFWRB.  A position description for the Recovery Coordinator 
position she had filled was included in the board materials.  Because of the uncertainty concerning the budget and 
discussions that are ongoing with RCO, Alex asked that the board give the authority to the Board and Alex to decide 
when and if to post the position, and decide if contracting would be necessary instead.   

John Hubbard made a motion to approve the Recovery Coordinator’s position description and Jay McGowan seconded 
the motion.  The motion carried. 

Terry Keenhan made a motion to delegate authority to Alex and the Executive Committee to decide when to release 
the job position. Jay McGowan seconded the motion. The motion carried. 

Dave Fast made a motion to delegate authority to the Exec Committee to contract for up to $40,000 in services to 
complete recovery program tasks in the remainder of this biennium, in the case that an immediate hire is not pursued. 
Jay McGowan seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 

The next board meeting is scheduled for May 30.  Leo’s at-large position on the Executive Committee is still open.  
Board members were directed to contact Alex if they are interested in serving in that capacity. 

9) Public Comment 

No public comment was received. The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 p.m.  


