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Minutes of the 5/21/15 Board of Directors Annual Meeting 

As approved at the 8/6/2015 board meeting 

Members Present:  Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Terry Keenhan 

(Yakima County), Obie O’Brien (Kittitas County), Dan Olson (City of Union Gap), Scott Nicolai (Yakama 

Nation) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), and Heather 

Hadsel (Operations & Outreach Manager) 

 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

After introductions, the Board reviewed the meeting agenda, the minutes from the March 12 

meeting, and the April 27 Executive Committee notes. Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the 

meeting minutes as presented.  Terry Keenhan seconded the motion, which carried with the support 

of all present. 

 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 

 The 2015 Yakima Science and Management Conference is to be held at Central Washington 

University on June 17 and 18 in the Science building. 

 Alex wrote a support letter for a WDFW proposal to develop a Steelhead Life Cycle model to the 

Great Northern Landscape Conservation Cooperative. 

 Alex provided comments on the US Forest Service’s Scoping for the Little Crow Restoration 

Project. 

 An MOA was signed between the Board and the Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group 

for use of their staff for bull trout recovery planning and coordination work. 

 

3) Review and Approve Board of Directors Membership 

The current membership of the Board of Directors was reviewed and some changes were noted.  

Kirk Holmes was removed as an alternate to Obie O’Brien and Marvin Ward will replace Don Aubrey 

as the City of Prosser’s representative.  Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the board list with 

those adjustments, and Adam Fyall seconded; the motion carried. 

 



 

 

 

 

4) Officer Elections 

The current officer elections are Obie O’Brien, Chair; Dan Olson, Vice Chair/Treasurer; Nancy 

Lillquist, Secretary.  Adam Fyall made a motion to approve the officer list as it stands and Dan Olson 

seconded; motion carried. 

 

5) Approve Registered Agent 

Dan Olson made a motion to approve Alex Conley as the organization’s registered agent; Nancy 

Lillquist seconded. Motion carried. 

 

6) Review and Approve FY16 Work Plan and Budget 

Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the work plan and budget with an amendment to B5 and 

Adam Fyall seconded.  Motion carried. 

 

7) Review Current Committee Memberships 

Adam Fyall and Paul Ward are the current at-large executive committee members.  Nancy Lillquist 

made a motion to reassign them both to the executive committee; Obie seconded. Motion carried. 

The board reviewed the Citizens Committee and Technical Advisory Group members.  No approval 

by the board was required. 

 

8) Set Board Meeting Schedule 

The board reviewed the proposed board meeting schedule.  Nancy Lillquist made a motion to 

approve the board meeting dates as presented and Dan Olson seconded; motion carried. 

 

9) Review any Proposed Changes the Bylaws and Policy Manuals 

No changes were proposed to the bylaws.  The board reviewed suggested changes to the policy 

manual regarding open public meetings.  Nancy Lillquist made a motion to add the proposed 

language to the policy manual and Terry Keenhan seconded; motion carried. 

 

10) Communications Planning Proposal and Contract 

Staff and any interested board members will select the contractor for communications planning.  

Alex will get the Chair’s approval before awarding the contract. 

 

11) Program Updates 

Darcy organized an active project tour for TAG/CC members this spring.  They had mentioned 

wanting to see the progress on projects that had been approved in previous years.  Similar tours will 

be planned for other areas in the Yakima Basin.  The SRFB grant round is underway and the Board 

will review the proposed list for funding at the August board meeting.  The board members were 

provided with updated project booklets, which are printed biennially. 

 



 

 

The board has contracted with MCFEG for 18 days of Cassandra Anderson’s time for bull trout 

planning through August 2015.  She is working on pulling together the next meeting of the Yakima 

Bull Trout Working Group, organizing our Bull Trout Action Plan’s electronic files to allow for 

updating  and analyzing how our BTAP actions fit into the USFWS’s proposed recovery plan.  Alex 

has been promoting use of the Bull Trout Action Plan in the Integrated Plan rocess. 

 

Alex submitted a staff-level report to NOAA for the five-year review.  The report prompted a 

discussion about monitoring habitat quality, and whether the Board should hire someone who can 

perform that task within their job scope, contract with an individual, or work with another 

organization or agency with a staffing agreement.  Alex will provide a recovery program job 

description at the June executive committee meeting or the August board meeting. 

 

12) Financial Reports 

The quarterly financial reports were included in the packet for review.  

 

13) Call for Submission of Board Member Certification Forms 

Board members were instructed to forward signed certification forms to Heather.  She will follow up 

for forms from any board members not in attendance. 

 

14) Public Comment 

There were no public comments. The meeting was adjourned at 4:00 p.m. 


