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Minutes of the 5/26/2016 Annual Meeting 

DRAFT 

Members Present:   

Adam Fyall (Benton County), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Paul Ward (Yakama Nation), Nancy 
Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Bob Elder (City of Prosser), Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Jay McGowan (City 
of Cle Elum), and Dan Olson (City of Union Gap) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Program Coordinator), Jason 
McCormick (Recovery Program Technical Staff) 

Others: Jacob Anderson (Klickitat County Lead Entity), Joe Zendt (Yakama Nation) 

 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
Chair Dan Olson convened the meeting. Following introductions, the Board reviewed the meeting 
agenda and the draft minutes for the March 10, 2016 Board of Directors Meeting. The 3/10/16 
minutes were approved as submitted with consent of all present. 
 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 
 
• The Board reviewed recent correspondence, and expressed support for the draft letter to 

WDFW in support of their Cowiche watershed WWRP proposal. 

• Alex noted that Laura Osiadacz has been appointed as Kittitas County’s alternate for the 
YBFWRB Board of Directors. 

• The 2016 Yakima Basin Science and Management Conference will be held June 15 and 16 at 
Central Washington University in Ellensburg. 

• Alex invited all present to join the June 17 Little Naches Collaborative tour of proposed aquatic 
restoration on US Forest Service lands in the Little Naches watershed. 

 



 

 

3) Lead Entity Coordination with Klickitat County 
Jacob Anderson and Joe Zendt gave a presentation on the Klickitat Lead Entity process, and on the 
need for monitoring in the White Salmon. They requested that the Board approve use of some of 
the Mid-Columbia project funding allocation from the SRFB to fund the proposed monitoring project 
in the White Salmon (which is located in the Lower Columbia Salmon Recovery Region). The Board 
expressed support for the work, but noted their concern over the use of SRFB funds, and not NOA or 
WDFW funds, for population monitoring. After discussion, the Board motioned to approve the use 
of 2016 Middle Columbia SRFB funds in the White Salmon Basin as proposed by the Klickitat Lead 
Entity. The motion was proposed by Nancy and seconded by Jay and passed with the support of all 
present. Alex was directed to send a letter to the Klickitat Lead Entity documenting the terms of this 
approval. 

Darcy provided a brief update of the status of the 2016 Yakima Lead Entity grant review. 

4) Board Membership 
The Board reviewed the list of Board of Director’s members and noted that: 

• Laura Osiadacz should be added as the alternate for Obie O’Brien from Kittitas County; 

• Jay McGowan’s title should be updated from Council Member to Mayor; 

• Adam and Alex will touch base on efforts to fill the vacant Benton County Large City seat. 

Dave Brown moved to approve the membership as updated, and Nancy seconded the motion, which 
passed with the support of all present. 
 

5) Office Elections 
The Board reviewed the current slate of officers (Chair Dan Olson, Vice-Chair/Treasurer Adam Fyall 
and Secretary Nancy Lillquist) and requested nominations. Dave Brown motioned to appoint the 
existing slate officers to new two year terms. Jay McGowan seconded the motion, which was 
approved with the support of all present.  
 

6) Executive Committee Membership 
The Board reviewed and approved the current Executive Committee membership (the three officers, 
plus Paul Ward and Obie O’Brien as at-large members). The Board asked Alex to confirm with Obie 
O’Brien whether or not he would like to continue on the Executive Committee as an at-large 
members. 
 

7) Registered Agent 
The Board appointed Alex Conley as the registered agent for the 2016-17 Fiscal Year. 
 

8) Citizens Committee and Technical Advisory Group Membership 
Nancy Lillquist motioned to approve the current membership of the Board’s Citizen’s Committee 
and the TAG. The motion was seconded by Jay McGowan and approved by consensus of all present. 



 

 

Darcy noted that while appointments to fill the remaining vacancies would be welcome, they would 
need to be made by mid-June in order for members to full participate in the 2016 project review. 
 

9) 2016-2017 Fiscal Year Board Meeting Schedule 
The Board reviewed the proposed schedule and requested that the 2017 annual meeting be moved 
from June 8 to June 1. The Board then approved the schedule as below: 

Thursday, August 4, 2016 (Approval of Annual SRFB Project List) 

Thursday, October 6, 2016 

Thursday, January 19, 2017 

Thursday, March 16, 2017 

Thursday, June 1, 2017– ANNUAL MEETING 

Unless otherwise communicated, all meetings will be at the YBFWRB office from 2 – 4 p.m 

10) Changes to Bylaws and Policy Manual 
There were no proposals to change the Board’s bylaws and policy manual. 
 

11) Board Work Plan and Budget 
The Board discussed the existing two year work plan and budget, of which we are entering year two. 
The Board reviewed the Executive Committee proposal to initiate strategic planning to refine our 
understanding of what our role is as a board and how we can best organize ourselves and attract the 
resources needed to fulfill our work plan and goals. Members noted the changing landscape of 
entities and initiatives in our basin, and asked what our role is relative to other entities and how we 
can ensure that we are focused on completing activities that are valued by our partners and not 
duplicative of other efforts. Members noted the need clearly articulate the goals, objectives & vision 
that we are working towards. 
 
Terry Keenhan noted that the TAG has created a list of priorities, and asked if the Board would like 
to review those and/or take a more active role in developing specific priorities that implement our 
recovery plans. Members also discussed whether the Board should simply steward the existing Lead 
Entity process, or if we need to review and perhaps alter our program and policies periodically. 
 
The Board agreed to look at proposals for a strategic planning process and use the outcomes to 
guide future work planning and budgeting. 
 

12) Public Comment 
No public comment was provided.  
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