
 

 
1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280, Yakima, WA 98902 
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Minutes of the 8/6/15 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved by the Board on October 8, 2015 

Members Present:  Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Terry Keenhan 
(Yakima County), Mike Leita (Yakima County), Dan Olson (City of Union Gap), Scott Nicolai (Yakama 
Nation), Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), and Heather 
Hadsel (Operations & Outreach Manager) 

Visitors Present: Mike Livingston (WDFW), and James Fletcher (Wild Fish Conservancy) 

 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 
After introductions, the Board reviewed the meeting agenda and the minutes from the May 21 
Annual Meeting. Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the meeting minutes as presented.  Dave 
Brown seconded the motion, which carried with the support of all present. 
 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 
• The Salvelinus confluentus Curiosity Society meeting, an annual Bull trout conference, will be 

held at Camp Dudley September 15-17.  This is the first time the conference has been held in the 
Yakima Basin. Board members are welcome to attend. 

• Darcy will host a fall tour of existing projects in the Kittitas County on October 21.  Reviewers 
wanted to see how active projects are doing.  A tour of Yakima County projects was held in April. 

• Darcy is working with Kittitas County and Kittitas County Conservation District to reconvene the 
Kittitas Forum, which has met periodically to coordinate natural resource projects in Kittitas 
County.  

• Alex and Darcy worked together to submit staff comments to RCO on draft Washington 
administrative code (WAC) changes proposed by the Recreation and Conservation Office. 
   

3) Discussion of Future Work and Board role in the Teanaway 
The board would like to discuss how property acquisition projects fit into the SRFB grant process. 
The Trust for Public Lands would be interested in participating in that conversation.  Mike Livingston 
has Teanaway Community Forest management plan copies to share.  They are now working with a 



 

 

reduced budget to implement the plan.  The board would also like to discuss whether the 2013 
liability legislation’s engineering requirements are affecting project implementation at a future 
meeting. Some Board members are concerned that overly-restrictive engineer requirements may 
make some projects unnecessarily more expensive and time consuming to complete. 
Action: Add discussions of property acquisitions and engineering requirements and liability 
legislation to future Board of Director’s meeting agendas. 
 

4) Lead Entity Program 
Darcy presented the prioritized 2015 SRFB project list to the board.  YBFWRB is expecting 
$1,259,620 from SRFB, and $27k from the Bureau of Land Management.  Many projects were 
submitted this year, so there will be $1,339,716 total unfunded. Mike Leita made a motion to 
approve the list for recommendation to RCO and Nancy Lillquist seconded the motion; the motion 
carried. 
 
The Klickitat Lead Entity has asked that some of the funds from the Mid-Columbia regional 
allocation be transferred to the Lower Columbia regional allocation to support projects that are 
located in the Lower Columbia Region (in the White Salmon watershed) but benefit Mid-Columbia 
steelhead.  The Board reviewed staff’s recommendation to proceed with the transfer of up to 30% 
of the regional allocation. The Board emphasized that any such transfer should be clearly identified 
as a one-time approval and not set a precedent for future years. Dave Brown made a motion to 
approve staff to work with RCO to make a one-time transfer to the Lower Columbia Regional 
Allocation for use by the Klickitat Lead Entity, while making clear that any future transfers would 
need to be formally requested from the Board, which retains the right to decline the request. 
 

5) Outreach Program 
The board reviewed a draft contract and statement of work from Cascadia Consulting Group for 
communication work.  Nancy Lillquist made a motion for staff to finalize the contract with Cascadia, 
with dates adjusted so the workshop coincides with the next board meeting.  Mike Leita seconded 
the motion; motion carried.  The Outreach Report was in the folder for board review. 
 

6) Recovery Program 
• WDFW asked for assistance identifying fish passage barriers for review by the new state Fish 

Passage Board.  Nancy asked Alex to reword any discussion of fish passage through the City of 
Ellensburg to reference the more general “Naneum Wilson system” rather than identifying 
specific stream. Dave Brown made a motion to approve staff to submit barrier priorities and Jay 
McGowan seconded. Motion carried. 

• Staff level comments on the Bull Trout Recovery Plan’s Recovery Unit Implementation Plans 
were included in packets for board review.  Cassandra Anderson from Mid-Columbia Fisheries 
Enhancement Group did a good job matching up the USFW plan and the Bull Trout Action Plan.  
YBFWRB contracted with MCFEG for Cassandra’s time. 



 

 

• The Kittitas Conservation Trust has asked YBFWRB to help coordinate a Gold Creek Working Group.  
Some board members had apprehension about the unclear goals are unclear.  Scott Nicolai 
encouraged them to make sure DOT, BLM, and the Forest Service are included in the conversations, 
as formal involvement from those agencies is key. Staff were directed to work with Kittitas 
Conservation Trust to develop a more specific proposal. 
 

7) State and Federal Policy Updates 
The Board briefly reviewed the outcomes of the 2015 state legislative sessions. The SRFB Project 
Fund ended up with $16 million, which may mean that less funding will be available for the 2016 
SRFB grant round. The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan got $30 million with $5 million for habitat 
projects.  Floodplain by Design’s #1 project in the state is in the Yakima Basin. 
 

8) Board Logistics & Finances 
The proposed updated Lead Entity Coordinator position description was included in packets for 
review.  Mike Leita made a motion to approve the revised document and Nancy Lillquist seconded 
the motion.  Motion carried. 
 
Alex will present to the West Richland city council to see if there is any interest in participating on 
the board.  Staff evaluations are complete.   
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, October 8 from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 

9) Public comment  
There were no public comments. 
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