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Minutes of the 8/7/2014 Board of Directors Meeting 

As approved at the 10/9/2014 board meeting 

Members Present:  Obie O’Brien (Kittitas County), Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Jay McGowan (City 

of Cle Elum), Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Lloyd Carnahan (City of Benton 

City), Dave Fast (Yakama Nation), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Dan Olson (City of Union Gap) 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), Chantell Krider 

(Recovery Program Coordinator), and Heather Hadsel (Operations & Outreach Manager) 

Guests Present: Jennifer Scott (WDFW), Onni Perala, and Jerry Rhodes (Citizen’s Committee) 

1) Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes 

After introductions, the Board reviewed the agenda, announcements and the minutes from the May 29 

meeting. Nancy Lillquist made a motion to approve the agenda and the May 29 meeting minutes as 

presented.  Dan Olson seconded the motion, which carried with the support of all present.  

2) Board Correspondence & Announcements 

The board reviewed a support letter for a NRCS RCCP proposal submitted by the Department of Ecology 

that was sent under Alex’ signature.  The pre-proposal has been accepted and a full proposal will be due 

in September.  

Alex wrote a staff-level review of Floodplain by Design proposals at the request of the Department of 

Ecology and the Puget Sound Partnership. It was a short turnaround, and they had asked for input on 

fisheries benefits from our region.  Alex based his comments on linkages to the recovery plan and 

outcomes of completed Lead Entity project reviews. 

The board was invited to attend a NOAA PCSRF tour in September.  More details will be emailed as the 

date approaches. 

A floodplain workshop is scheduled for August 20-21 at the Arboretum. It will focus on water quality in 

the Yakima Gap to Gap reach.  EPA staff will present tools for evaluation, with a field tour the next day.  

Brian Cochran is leaving Yakima County.  The Water Resources Supervisor position he held is is posted as 

a vacancy on the county website.   



 

 

Alex gave a presentation to the Rotary in Ellensburg this morning about salmon and steelhead recovery 

in the Yakima Basin. 

 

3) Lead Entity Program 

Darcy presented the proposed 2014 ranked project list for board approval.  We received a second year 

of funding from the Bureau of Land Management; the new BLM funding will completely fund the one 

Cowiche project on the list.  Remaining funds will be given to the Yakima Basin Stewardship Project for 

use on Cowiche watershed sites.  This is the first year that the Salmon Recovery Board (SFRB) offered 

funds for the maintenance of previous projects, including weed control, mulching, fixing fences, etc.  

Obie O’Brien mentioned at the Kittitas County Public Works project should be submitted by the Flood 

Control Zone District instead.  That project is partnering with Forterra to get landowner agreements in 

place.  Obie also mentioned that closing forest roads is unpopular in his district and he does not support 

shutting down public roads.  Alex said that we are still in negotiation with the Klickitat Lead Entity about 

how funds allocated for the Mid-Columbia will be divided between the two Lead Entity project lists.  We 

will bring the finalized funding list back to the Board for approval once the state review and negotiations 

with the Klickitat Lead Entity are completed.   

Obie O’Brien made a motion to approve the Lead Entity List as ranked subject to budget changes 

following Citizens’ Committee recommendations.  Nancy Lillquist seconded the motion with the approval 

of all present.  The motion carried. 

Alex updated the Board on proposed habitat funding from the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan. The YBIP 

Habitat Subcommittee 2015 funding proposal is being forwarded to the Implementation Committee.  

The proposed $5 million in funding would make a significant contribution to implementing recovery 

actions in the Yakima Basin. 

Darcy gave an update on active SRFB projects in the basin. 

 

4) Recovery Planning Update 

Chantell has been working with various methods to display information about the focus of past SRFB 

projects and demonstrated some of them to the board.  She is developing an inventory of passage 

barriers in the Yakima Basin, and is gathering data from partners.  There are incomplete data sets that 

have not been sorted yet.  Some data is sensitive and will be kept in house.  The U.S. Forest Service is 

providing its data in October. She also demonstrated a software that can be used to tell a visual story 

about of one particular fish and how it traveled in the Basin.  This software is also being used by the 

state in their State of the Salmon report. 

 

5) Outreach Update 

The board reviewed the May and June (FY-end) outreach reports.  The fiscal year-end report compared 
web metrics to the previous year which was fairly comparable, but provided some information that will 



 

 

help us adapt our methods to work with new Facebook settings and to increase the web traffic from our 
newsletter.  The Outreach Committee has not met since the Annual Meeting.  The FY14 Annual Report 
will be available soon and finalized after the annual audit.   
 
Staff reviewed a communications plan drafted for GSRO and discussed how to incorporate the findings 
into our outreach program.  Funds may be available to lead entities for outreach purposes, so we are 
brainstorming now on the best uses of the funds for our region. A few board members showed interest 
in a video to be broadcast on community access television stations. 

 
6) Board Logistics and Finances 

A draft meeting schedule was approved at the Annual Meeting, but a conflict was noted coinciding with 

the 2015 Annual Meeting Date.  Adam Fyall made a motion to accept the new meeting schedule, which 

changes the date of the Annual Meeting in 2015 to May 21.  Dan Olson seconded the motion with the 

support of all present; motion carried. 

7) There were no public comments. The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m. 


