
October 11, 2012 YBFWRB MEETING OVERVIEW 
1 to 3 p.m. at the Board’s office in Yakima. 
 
 
1) WELCOME, INTRODUCTION, AGENDA AND MINUTES  ACTION ITEM 

We’ll start the meeting with introductions, and review and approve the agenda and minutes of the August 
YBFWRB meeting. Both are attached, along with the minutes from the October 2

nd
 Executive Committee Meeting. 

 
2) ANNOUNCEMENTS & CORRESPONDENCE 

Announcements: 

 Correspondance with WDFW about Fortera Cle Elum area project 

 Thank you letter from National Park Service for sponsoring Bull Trout conference 

 Opportunity to comment on WDFW proposed rule change to remove limits on non-native species in 
Columbia Basin (http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/ and 
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/comments/proposal.php?id=25) 

 
As always, do bring any announcements you want to share with the Board. 
 
 
3) YAKIMA TRIBUTARY ACCESS & HABITAT PROJECT/SOUTHCENTRAL WASHINGTON RC&D PRESENTATION 

Dave Myra and Heather Simmons-Rigdon will be giving a presentation to the board on the SCWRC&D’s Yakima 
Tributary Access and Habitat Project (YTAHP), which is a partnership that implements many of the habitat projects 
funded through our SRFB lead entity program.  

 

4) LEAD ENTITY PROGRAM UPDATES 

In August, the Board approved the 2012 Yakima Basin ranked project list for submission to the state (see 
http://www.ybfwrb.org/2012-srfb-process/). Darcy will update us on the status of that list, the feedback we’ve 
received from the state, and the work we are doing to secure additional funding to allow us to fund further down 
our linked report. 
 
Darcy has also compiled a table showing the status of all currently active SRFB grants in the basin, which is 
attached for your review. 
 
Darcy will also update us on her work with our technical and communities committies to evaluate and propose 
changes to our project review process. The team she’s assembled is doing great work, which should be wrapped 
up by March 1

st
 so that the results can be used to improve next year’s SRFB process. 

 
 
5) RECOVERY PLANNING UPDATES  ACTION ITEM 

We’ll discuss the status of the Bull Trout Action Plan (BTAP), and we’d like the Board to consider a motion 
approving the BTAP as a final Board product. For more information on the plan and  a link where it can be 
downloaded, see: http://www.ybfwrb.org/bull-trout-action-plan/ 
 
Alex will give a brief update on NOAA’s Mid-Columbia Forum and its recent annual meeting, which brought 
together partners from Oregon, Washington, three tribes and federal agencies to discuss successes and challenges 
related to recoverying and delisting Middle Columbia Steelhead. 
 

 
 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/
http://wdfw.wa.gov/fishing/regulations/rule_proposals/comments/proposal.php?id=25
http://www.ybfwrb.org/2012-srfb-process/
http://www.ybfwrb.org/bull-trout-action-plan/


 

6) OUTREACH UPDATE 

 

Heather has drafted an outreach plan for the Board, which was reviewed in depth by the Executive Committee on 
October 2. She’ll be providing the Board her updated version, and requesting member feedback as she finalizes the 
plan. She’ll also share her outreach reports for August and September and give an overview of the video project 
she’s working on with the Yakama Nation and Salmon Safe. 
 
 
6) POLICY & BUDGET UPDATES 
 

Alex will provides updates as available… 
 
 
7) BOARD LOGISTICS 
 
The auditor’s letter to the Board and draft Financial Statement are attached. We’ll be asking the Board to approve 
the statement, after which point Bob Villbrant will complete the Board’s annual 990 report to the IRS. 
 
 

8) FINANCIAL REPORTS 
 
A quarterly financial report is attached for your review. 
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AGENDA 
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
 

October 11, 2012 
 

1 to 3 p.m. at the Board Office, 1110 W. Lincoln Ave., Yakima 
 

1) Welcome, Introductions, Agenda and Review of Minutes*       5 min  

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements       10 min 

3) YTAHP Presentation by Dave Myra        20 min 

4)  Lead Entity Program          15 min 

 2012 list status 
 Process evaluation update 
  
4) Recovery Planning           15 min 

Confirm formal release of final Bull Trout Action Plan* 
Mid-Columbia Forum update 
Monitoring Plan and Implementation Schedule updates 

 
5) Outreach Update          20 min 

August / September Outreach Reports  
Draft Outreach Plan review 

 
6) Policy & Budget Updates           10 min  

7)  Board Logistics              15 min 

 Approve financial statement for release* 
 Executive Director’s Report 
 
8)  Financial Reports              5 min  

9)  Public Comment               5 min 
      

*Decision Item                          



 

 
1110 W. Lincoln Ave, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 
 

Draft Minutes of the 8/16/2012 Board of Directors Meeting 

Members Present:  Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Leo Bowman (Benton County), Dave Fast (Yakama 
Nation),  Scott Hamilton (City of Prosser), Mike Leita & Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Nancy Lillquist 
(City of Ellensburg), Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum),  

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Darcy Batura (Lead Entity Coordinator), Heather Hadsel 
(Operations Manager) 

Guests Present: Jeff Tayer (WDFW), David Child (YB Joint Board), Colleda Monick (S. Central WA RC&D 
and Salmon Safe) 

1) Welcome, Introductions & Approval of Minutes 

Nancy called the business meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.  After introductions, the Board reviewed the 
agenda, minutes from the May 30 Board meeting, and the notes of the July 11 Executive Committee 
meeting.  Leo Bowman made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted and Dave Brown seconded 
the motion.  The minutes were approved with the support of all present.  Jeff Tayer’s retirement from 
the Department of Fish and Wildlife was acknowledged 

2) Board Correspondence and Announcements 

The Board briefly reviewed official correspondence received and sent by the YBFWRB since the last 
meeting.  A letter was received by the Yakima Basin Joint Board regarding the Yakima Bull Trout Action 
Plan.  A draft response letter was included in the meeting packets for board approval for Nancy 
Lillquist’s signature.  Dave Fast made a motion to approve the letter for chairperson’s signature, and Leo 
Bowman seconded the motion.  The motion carried. 

3) Lead Entity Program 

Darcy Batura gave a presentation on the 2012 Lead Entoty project review and the ranked project list 
proposed for submission to the Washingotn Salmon Recovery Fudning  Board. Of the 20 pre-applications 
received, 12 projects were submitted and reviewed on the final list for SRFB funding .  Seven projects 
were recommended for full or partial funding.  This, combined with the request from the Klickitat 
Recovery Board, is ~$70k greater than the available Middle Columbia allocation of $1.776 million.  
Potential ways to address this shortfall include asking the other lead entities in the state if they have 



 

 

extra money, further reducing the cusp projects, or reducing the budgets of other projects on the 
Klickitat and Yakima lead entity lists.  The CCWUA Pump Station and Barrier Removal project was 
reserved as a substitute in case the CCWUA Barrier Removal and Trust Water project is not able to go 
through for some reason.  After discussion of the process and the ranked list, Leo Bowman made a 
motion to approve the ranked list as submitted to the Board by the Citizens Committee, knowing that 
the staff will work with sponsors and the Klickitat Lead Entity to adjust budgets are required to match 
the available funding.  Jay McGowan seconded the motion, and the motion passed with the consent of 
all present. 

4) Bull Trout Action Plan Status 

Some comments were received from the comment period for the review draft of the Bull Trout Action 
Plan. See item #2, Board Correspondence and Announcements. Final edits to the plan should be done in 
September. 

5) Outreach Update 

The Outreach Reports for June and July were included in packets.  An appointment with the Tri-City 
Herald Editorial Board will be scheduled soon and will include Leo Bowman, Alex Conley, Nancy Lillquist, 
Adam Fyall, and Heather Hadsel. 

6) Policy & Budget Updates 

Alex Conley presented a written report on the status of state and federal funding and legislation. He 
noted that state agencies were in the process of submitting budget proposals to the governor’s office, 
but that the final governor’s budget would not be completed until 2013, when a new governor is seated. 
Alex also updated the board on issues related to the planned NPCC/BPA habitat project solicitation, and 
the Board authorized Alex to work with partners in the basin to identify how best to work together to 
secure funding for habitat projects in the Yakima Basin.  

7) Board Logistics 

The Committee asked that all board meetings be moved to 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. Heather will send a message 
to the full board to gauge consensus and will reschedule accordingly. 

8) Financial Reports 

The Board approved the financials as presented with the support of all present. 

9) Public Comment 

No public comment was received. The meeting was adjourned at 3:05 p.m.  



Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board 

10/2/12 Executive Committee Meeting Notes  

Meeting from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the YBFWRB office in Yakima 

Attendance: Nancy Lillquist, Dan Olson, Mike Leita, Adam Fyall, Alex Conley, and Heather Hadsel 

 

1. Executive Director’s Update 

The project list has been submitted to the state for review.  Darcy is initiating an evaluation 

review of our Technical Advisory Group and Citizen’s Committee evaluation process.  Next year 

the process will have more clarity for scoring projects.  The top ranked project this year might 

have an additional funds coming from another source which would free us to fund more projects 

than originally planned.  The final version of the Bull Trout Action Plan is available on the 

website.  Formal release of the final plan will be put up for approval at the meeting on October 

11, 2012.  Yuki resigned as of September 15.  Heather attended a 2-day Quickbooks course. 

 

2. Outreach Report - September 

Heather presented the Outreach Report for September, included in packets. The most significant 

effort in September was working on coordinating a joint outreach video with Salmon Safe and 

the Yakama Nation and preparing for the River Festival. 

 
3. Draft Outreach Plan 

The executive committee reviewed the draft outreach plan and suggested some changes to the wording of 

the goal messages and set priorities for the proposed strategies.  The revised plan will be distributed at the 

next board meeting for further review. 

4. Upcoming Board Meeting 

The next board meeting is scheduled for October 11, 2012 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

 

5. Financial Reports and Audit 

The financials were reviewed, and the audit CPA, Abby Sanders, was available for questions. She 

reported that the audit went well. 

6. Other Business 

There was no other business. 

 

7. Audit Committee Review 

Nancy and Dan reviewed the transactions from the quarter and requested a few receipts pulled for further 

review. 



 

 
1110 W. Lincoln Ave, Yakima, WA 98902 

Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 
 

September 20th, 2012 

Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife  
Fish and Wildlife Commission 
600 Capitol Way N. 
Olympia, WA  98501-1091 
 
 
Re:  Yakima River Church Conservation Property Acquisition 
 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
I write to you today on behalf of the Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board. The Board acts as the 
designated Lead Entity for the Yakima Basin. Each year we solicit and review proposals for salmon 
habitat projects to be funded by the Washington Salmon Recovery Funding Board.  As part of that 
process, we convene a Technical Advisory Group (TAG) made up of technical specialists from agencies 
and organizations active in fisheries restoration in the area.  

The Yakima River Church Conservation Property Acquisition Project was reviewed by our TAG in 2009. 
The group determined that the property contained highly functional aquatic habitat that is heavily 
utilized by spring Chinook, steelhead and other focal species. TAG members expressed that the property 
was a prime candidate for public ownership due to its habitat values, its adjacency to other public lands, 
and the possibility of developing recreational access for river users. When the project sponsor began 
working with the Yakama Nation to secure BPA funding for this project, they withdrew it from further 
consideration for SRFB funding, so while it was initially reviewed in our process, it was not ultimately put 
forward for funding from the SRFB. It was however clear from our preliminary review that the project 
had strong support from our TAG, and was determined to have a strong fit to our regional recovery plan. 
We are encouraged to see that Forterra and other project partners have continued to work together to 
develop the project and bring it before the Fish and Wildlife Commission for review. 

 

Sincerely, 

Alex Conley 
Executive Director 



YBFWRB Project Status Report – October 2012 
 

Project # Name Sponsor Total Amount Expiration Status 
07-2020 Reecer Creek Floodplain Restoration 2 MCFEG $    852,999 9/30/13 Held open for O&M. WCC has been watering and 

seeding all summer. 
08-1948 Upper Wapato Reach Restoration Yak Co $    223,000 5/30/13 (Now 10-1925?) 
08-1952 Manastash Creek Diversion 

Consolidation 
KCCD $ 1,529,408 6/30/13 Granted amendment with time extension, removed 

demolition from scope and reduced sponsor match 
08-2001 Large Wood Replenishment MCFEG $    131,752 12/31/13 Granted an extension - focusing solely on upper 

Yakima streams. EA to be complete by summer of 
2012 

09-1527 Lower Yakima River Fish Screening BCCD $    147,730 3/31/13 2011 floodwaters prevented screen installation. 
Recruiting landowners for spring screen installs. BCCD 
is having trouble recruiting willing landowners. 
Potential for scope change to use remaining funds for 
riparian restoration. 

09-1590 Matson Barrier Removal and Trust 
Water Project 

NYCD $    241,702 7/31/12 Project is complete however water needs to be 
trusted. RCO placed a special condition on the water 
trust element. They are fine moving forward on the 
close out as long as forbearance and temporary 
change of diversion in in place by December. 

09-1612 Teanaway- 3M Ditch Project KCCD $    386,470 3/1/13 4 of 5 point of diversion changes complete. Cultural 
resources complete. Jen is assisting w/ YTAHP 
Process. Waiting on PUD & it may be a long wait due 
to the fire. 

10-1765 Eschbach Park Levee Setback & 
Restoration  

Yak Co $    380,569 2/27/15 Permitting HPA, etc. Construction held up on cultural 
resources issue which has been resolved. Project is 
going out to bid and earthwork will begin in 
November. 

10-1595 Yakima Beaver Project DF&W $    227,025 12/31/14 Released 17 beavers in 6 watersheds (Swauk, 
Robinson, NF Manastash, SF Taneum, Wenas and 
Yakima mainstem).   

10-1753 La Salle High School Riparian 
Enhancement Project 

NYCD $    152,284 1/30/15 Weed control and mulching ongoing. Updated plan 
was submitted to RCO in December. Planting will 
occur spring & fall 2011 - 2013. 

10-1764 Herke Fish Screening, Ahtanum Creek 2 NYCD $    168,140 3/31/13 Change from flat plate to drum screen approved by 
YN. No design level permits yet. 



YBFWRB Project Status Report – October 2012 
 

10-1785 Yakima River Delta Habitat Assessment MCFEG $    150,227 4/15/13 INTERA completed bathymetric survey. Installed data 
loggers to collect WQ data for a year. Modeling best 
options for breaching causeway 

10-1786 Jack Creek Channel & Floodplain Rest., 
RM 0 to 2. 

MCFEG $    205,000 12/31/14 Contractor installed LWD at 5 locations in the 
upstream reach. Sloped and planted eroding banks. 
Planting the lower reach in October 2012. Dealing 
with storm water permitting headaches 
(miscommunication on deadline & SEPA exemption). 

10-1838 Lower Manastash Assessment & 
Project Development 

KCCD $    133,497 2/13/12 Project type changed to assessment, time extension 
granted 

10-1841 Currier Creek Restoration  KCT $    384,223 2/1/14 60% designs underway, cultural resources consultant 
contacted, working with permitting agencies. 
Currently on hold due to wind farm mitigation. 

10-1847 Teanaway River - Red Bridge Road 
Project 

KCCD $    286,914 3/29/13 Moving forward with SRFB approved final design (5 
weirs). Construction that was anticipated for August 
2012 will not happen this year. Rock was purchased. 

10-1909 L Cowiche Creek Conservation 
Easement  

Yak Co $      99,190 12/31/12 New project milestones submitted. LO & appraiser 
want to see the draft designs (5/12). meeting with 
the design firm Oct. 4th and will have more 
information for milestones and timelines after the 
meeting. 

11-1373 Rattlesnake Crk Side Channel Rest Inouye $      44,533 1/1/14 Side channel dug and water flowing! 

11-1564 Cle Elum River Phase 2 Instream 
Habitat Design 

KCT $    172,000 6/8/13 In design process. Progress report due to RCO in next 
30 days (11/2) 

11-1320 Lower Cowiche Crk Restoration, Ph 2 MCFEG $    106,791 3/15/16 In process 
11-1600 Lower Cowiche Crk Restoration Design Yak Co $    105,000 6/9/13 In design process 
11-1595 Pott Habitat Restoration YN $    117,000 3/15/15 In process 

11-1565 City of Yakima Floodplain Ecosystem 
Restoration 

City of 
Yakima 

$    432,400 8/15/14 Final Design documents should be completed and 
sent to RCO within the next month. Plan to begin 
construction in 2013. 

11-1321 Teanaway Forks Large Wood Trapping MCFEG $      80,500 6/9/13 Hired AMEC as the design firm. Public meeting in 
September 2012. 

11-1525 Coleman Creek - Ellensburg Water 
Company 

KCCD $    875,995 6/30/15 Looking for additional funding. EWC agreed to 
increase match by additional 20% 

 Total Active SRFB & Match:   $ 7,634,349   

http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1785
http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1786
http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1838
http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1841
http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1847
http://www.rco.wa.gov/prism/ProjectSnapshot.aspx?ProjectNumber=10-1909


Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
Outreach Report 

August 2012 

 
YBFWRB fosters public awareness and engagement in fish and wildlife recovery issues throughout the 

Yakima Basin to inform and engage elected officials; federal, tribal, state and local agencies;  
local interest groups; property owners; and the general public. 

 

Online Outreach Metrics 

 August 2012 FY 2013 
Total Website Visits 276 593 
Unique Website Visits 181 374 
Pageviews 754 1,615 
New Facebook Fans 17 23 (77 total) 
Facebook Posts 18 31 
 
Top 10 website pages in August: 

1. Home – 211 
2. 2012 SRFB Process - 40 
3. Calendar – 34 
4. Staff – 29 
5. What We Do – 28 
6. Meeting Schedule – 24 
7. Board Membership – 23 
8. Fish Species – 23 
9. Yakima Basin Integrated Plan – 21 
10. Updates - 20 

Top Referring Source:   
1. Google – 140 
2. Direct – 68 
3. RCO - 14 
4. Facebook – 13 
5. WA Dept. of Ecology – 14 

 

 



Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
Outreach Report 

August 2012 

 
YBFWRB fosters public awareness and engagement in fish and wildlife recovery issues throughout the 

Yakima Basin to inform and engage elected officials; federal, tribal, state and local agencies;  
local interest groups; property owners; and the general public. 

 
Outreach Meetings, Presentations, & Events in August  

August 9 – Staff hosted a booth at the Yakima Bears game for “Go Green” night.  Two donated Yakima 
Bears tickets were given to a Facebook fan for the best caption on a cartoon. 

August 15-17 – YBFWRB jointly coordinated the Salvelinus Curiosity Society Meeting in Olympic National 
Park. 

August 28 – Staff hosted a meeting to discuss next steps regarding a joint outreach video with Salmon 
Safe and the Yakama Nation.  An initial budget was agreed upon, and RFPs were distributed to various 
videography agencies. 

August 31 - Staff coordinated a beaver relocation project tour for Katie Brinkerhoff from the Northern 
Kittitas County Tribune. 

Staff worked with Leo Bowman to schedule an appointment with the Tri-City Herald Editorial Board in 
mid-September. 

 

Planned Outreach for September 

September 6 – A teleconference is scheduled to review proposals for a joint outreach video with Salmon 
Safe and the Yakama Nation.  Additional meetings will be scheduled as needed for this project. 

Mid-September – An appointment will be scheduled with the Tri-City Herald Editorial Board to include 
Leo Bowman, Adam Fyall, Nancy Lillquist, and Heather Hadsel. 

September 11 – Darcy will participate in a call with other lead entity coordinators that have formed a 
subcommittee to address the need for lead entity webpage on the state’s website, and to discuss 
localizing the state’s press release.   

September 28 – Alex Conley will participate in the Mid-Columbia Recovery Implementation Forum. 

Week of September 24 – Teleconference with Lead Entity Advisory Chair and Susan Zemek from 
Washington Recreation and Conservation Office to discuss coordinating and localizing the press release 
planned for December announcing the SRFB grant awardees. 

Staff will be preparing for the Rivers Festival, hosted by the Yakima Greenway which is scheduled for 
October 4.  The YBFWRB will host an educational booth at the event which brings 1,000 5th grade 
schoolchildren. 



Yakima Basin Fish and Wildlife Recovery Board 
Outreach Report 
September 2012 

 
YBFWRB fosters public awareness and engagement in fish and wildlife recovery issues throughout the 

Yakima Basin to inform and engage elected officials; federal, tribal, state and local agencies;  
local interest groups; property owners; and the general public. 

 

Online Outreach Metrics 

 September 2012 FY 2013 
Total Website Visits 321 933 
Unique Website Visitors 200 524 
Pageviews 988 2,649 
New Facebook Fans 6 29 (83 total) 
Facebook Posts 17 48 
 
 
 
Top 5 website pages in September: 

1. Home – 234 
2. Calendar - 143 
3. Salvelinus Confluentus Curiosity Society Meeting 2012 – 131 
4. Fish Species – 31 
5. Updates – 23 

Top Traffic Sources:   
1. Google – 150 
2. Direct – 102 
3. Facebook - 17 
4. WA Dept of Ecology – 14 
5. RCO – 8 
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Outreach Meetings, Presentations, & Events in September 

Several meetings were held to organize a joint outreach video about the relationship between 
agriculture and salmon and their habitats with Salmon Safe and the Yakama Nation.  An RFP was sent to 
potential videographers and a basic storyboard was drafted. 

September 11 – Darcy participated in a call with other lead entity coordinators that formed a 
subcommittee to address the need for lead entity webpage on the state’s website and discussed 
localizing the state’s press release.   

September 28 – Alex Conley participated in the Mid-Columbia Recovery Implementation Forum. 

Week of September 24 – Teleconference with Lead Entity Advisory Chair and Susan Zemek from 
Washington Recreation and Conservation Office to discuss coordinating and localizing the press release 
planned for December announcing the SRFB grant awardees. 

Heather prepared for the Rivers Festival to be held on October 4. 

 

Planned Outreach for October 

October 3 – Heather will attend the E3 Washington, Yakima County Meeting. 

October 4 – Staff will participate in the Rivers Festival, sponsored by the Yakima Greenway, which will 
bring 1,000 4th and 5th graders.  Alex will teach the children about why we are working to protect salmon 
and their habitats and Heather will lead them in an art project with the same theme. 

October 4 - Lead Entity Advisory Group (LEAG) Outreach teleconference 

October 12 – Heather will meet with Emily Washines and Colleda Monick to make a selection from the 
submitted proposals for the joint video and next steps will be discussed. 

Efforts will continue to schedule an appointment with the Tri-City Herald Editorial Board. 
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