
From:  "Stephen Croci" <scroci@pn.usbr.gov> 
To: <ANDEREA@dfw.wa.gov>, "Jeff Thomas" <jthomas@pn.us... 
Date:  Thu, Sep 20, 2001  2:13 PM 
Subject:  Indian Creek / Bull trout 
 
After reports of passage problems from Central Washington University students and 
Paul James, Gary Torretta (USBR) and myself looked at conditions at the mouth of 
Indian Creek on Wednesday (9/19/01) and problems were apparent.  At the confluence 
of Indian Creek with the North Fork Tieton River the channel is very wide and 
extremely shallow, a probable barrier. There were other questionable areas from 
the mouth to the hay bails, a section of stream that is  approximately 500 feet 
long.  Perry Havester and other WDFW personnel modified the channel using these 
hay bails earlier this year to improve fish passage.  We did not make observations 
upstream of the hay bails but CWU students said that it appeared passable.  
Additionally, adult adfluvial bull trout were observed in the North Fork Tieton 
River just downstream of the confluence of Indian Creek.  Gary and I saw several 
and CWU students reported seeing a very large number of adult bull trout.  A few 
redds were observed in this area which were presumed to be made by bull trout.  
Several smaller fish were observed in this area, probably kokanee.  Kokanee were 
observed actively spawning below the bridge just downstream of the Clear Lake Dam.  
The redds could have been made by kokanee. 
 
A message was left with Perry Harvester that Wednesday afternoon recommending that 
he assess the situation.  I have received no response weather he has received the 
message as of Thursday afternoon (9/20/01).  It may be best not to do any channel 
modifications???  
 
Poaching may be a concern as a picture of a young man holding a very large (8 plus 
pound) "German brown trout" caught in Rimrock Reservoir near Silver Beach Resort 
made a local paper.  The fish looked like a bull trout to Gary T., myself and Paul 
James, who showed us the picture.  Law enforcement from USFWS and WDFW were 
contacted to inform them of concerns in this area.   
 
USFWS in Ephrata was informed of the situation and said to have Perry take a look 
at the situation.  They suggested not modifying the channel may be an appropriate 
alternative. 
 
The falls at the South Fork Tieton are quite high and the channel from the falls 
to the reservoir appears to have good connection as of Wednesday the 19th. 
 
Paul James informed me that he removed a wing wall and closed the trap entrance 
on the Indian Creek trap to allow for passage.  Additionally, his crew was 
installing the trap on the South Fork Tieton River on Wednesday.   
 
Contact me if you need additional information.  Please forward if appropriate. 
 
 
 
CC: "Kathryn Puckett" <kpuckett@pn.usbr.gov> 


