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More good news regarding passage at Box Canyon Creek.  John Easterbrooks and Eric Andersen 
completed a spawning survey in Box Canyon Creek yesterday, October 4th.  Despite stream flows 
being the lowest Eric has ever observed in about 12 years of conducting surveys, he and John 
observed 14 redds, two possible redds, and 13 large bull trout (most bull trout observed were 30" to 
35" in length and up to 15 pounds) in Box Canyon Creek above the temporary flume/fishway.  
This is the second largest number of redds counted in Box Canyon Creek in recent memory, and 
more redds are expected to be found in the last survey.  Fish were observed actively spawning in 
the creek.  Another large bull trout was observed cruising in the lake off the mouth of the creek, 
and Eric thinks more fish will migrate through the flume before spawning surveys are complete. 
Considering the number of redds and fish observed, it is estimated that 30 or more bull trout have 
passed through the flume.  It is conceivable that even more fish may have used the flume since a 
number of non-spawning, “sub-adults” typically migrate with the larger bull trout, but are much 
more difficult to observe.  The flume has been so successful it may actually be providing better 
passage conditions for adult bull trout during a drought year, than that which exists during 
“normal” years.  With 14 redds and two “possibles” tallied, and another survey remaining, this 
year’s redd count total could exceed the previous 
record of 18.   
 
Had the flume not been constructed, no bull trout 
would have been able to migrate up Box Canyon 
Creek to spawn this year, as virtually no surface 
flows were reaching the lake and the water depth 
at the last riffle was approximately one inch.  
Despite its “low tech, low budget design”, the 
flume/fishway  functioned successfully to 
provide efficient passage for bull trout into Box 
Canyon Creek.   
 
 


