
Upper Bumping bull trout summary (as of May 2011) 
 
Stream survey 1994: Karen Lindhorst saw two adult bull trout on a redd on September 
8, and one more large bull trout in a pool nearby (photo available at the Naches RD). 
 
Snorkel survey 9-30-02: Yuki Reiss and Gary Torretta night snorkeled from the 
reservoir to the first barrier falls (below the 970 trail x-ing) and saw 10 juvenile/sub-adult 
bull trout (five 100-150 mm, five 150-250 mm). Genetic samples were taken, but have 
not been analyzed. Before snorkeling, we walked the main channel from the lake and did 
not see any redds.  
 
Stream survey 2003: On August 14, Yuki Reiss and Ken Jarrett night snorkeled the pool 
below the first barrier falls and saw 2 bull trout (one 2-300 mm and one 3-400 mm). No 
bull trout were seen above the first falls despite an extensive night snorkeling effort 
throughout the rest of the summer survey. Many, many brook trout were seen above the 
falls!! In 2003, the area below the falls is 0.8 miles of main channel habitat and 2.0 miles 
of side channel habitat, though subsequent high waters events have altered the 
channel/side channels.  
 
Redd survey 2004: 1-2 passes done from reservoir to barrier falls (Yuki Reiss and ??). 
No redds or bull trout observed.  
 
Redd survey 2007: Yuki Reiss and Scott Willey surveyed from the lake to the falls on 
Oct 2. No redds or bull trout were seen in the main channel or side channels. This system 
has also changed since Nov 06 flood events. A very large log jam was washed away, and 
the channel has lost complexity, wood and much of its available spawning gravels. One 
main side channel was still flowing, and some suitable gravels were present here. 
Connectivity to the reservoir was not a problem.  
 
Upper Bumping River 
09-22-08 
Cloudy, cold 
Survey time: On the river from ~ 12:00-1:30 
Surveyors: Yuki Reiss, Scott Wiley 
Water temp: 8 C 
 
2007 still apply. Definitely a notable lack of spawning gravel. There was one area 
directly below the falls with one possible redd, but with no fish observed, it was difficult 
to call this a probable or definite. With the road closure on the 1800, we chose to hike in 
on the trail that follows the northern side of the lake (#971). The hike takes a long time 
compared to the spawning survey – but we found fresh chantrelles! The survey was on a 
Monday, immediately following a weekend of steady rain (first of the season).  
 
Redd Survey 2009: 



Yuki Reiss and John Easterbrooks surveyed from the lake to the barrier falls on 9-18-09. 
Water temp was 54° F. Two definite redds were identified, but no adult fish were seen 
in association with the redds, or loose in pools.  
 
Upper Bumping Snorkel Mission, Aug 30, 2010 
After surveying Deep Creek during the day, the snorkel team (Yuki Reiss, William 
Meyer, Pat Monk, Scott Kline and Arden Thomas) went to the Upper Bumping River to 
collect bull trout genetics samples below the barrier falls. The objective is to find out if 
bull trout in this system are genetically distinct, or if it appears that they are primarily 
Deep Creek juveniles/sub-adults that are rearing and foraging in the lower Upper 
Bumping River.  
We hiked in from the Swamp Lake trailhead, and dropped down to the river below the 
falls. This system changes a great deal annually, and this year the “old” main channel, 
which runs along the slope of the right bank talus field, was watered, and appeared to 
carry almost half of the current flow. The main channel is several hundred meters away, 
towards the left bank side of the floodplain. Both channels had a wetted width of 15-20 ft 
across.  
We split into two teams. Pat and Yuki went down the right bank channel, and William, 
Scott and Arden went down the main channel. We walked downstream ~.3 mile, then 
snorkeled back up. Both teams came back together at the confluence, and snorkeled to the 
barrier falls together (another ~.1 mile). To exit, we walked up the falls and the main 
channel to the trail x-ing and hiked back out to the Swamp Lake trailhead.  
Stream temp: 8.5 C 
Start time: ~8:45 PM 
End time: ~12 AM 
Weather: cool, clear until 11:00 PM, then clouds moved in.  
Fish observed: Rainbow, cutthroat, brook trout, sculpin species, tailed frog, white fish 
and bull trout. We did not collect data on individual sizes or numbers.  
15 juvenile bull trout were captured and tissue samples were collected to be sent to the 
WDFW Genetics Lab in Olympia for analysis. Fork length was recorded as follows (in 
mm): 
235, 195, 190, 235, 140, 175, 195, 140, 140, 150, 145, 150, 220, 155, 195 
No small (age class O+) fish were observed, and no adfluvial size adults holding.  
 
SNORKEL MISSION II: September 20, 2010 
Arden, William and Yuki returned to the Upper Bumping to attempt to collect ~10 more 
genetics samples. We have 6 samples from 2002, plus the 15 above, so we wanted to get 
our sample size close to 30.  
We hiked in from the Swamp Lake trailhead again, and walked downstream from the trail 
x-ing. At the pool below the barrier falls we began a redd survey, and we covered all 
available habitat (main channel and side channels) down to the lake. No redds or adult 
fish were seen.  
In the week prior to this survey there was a major rain event across the NW. The river 
was running quite high, and slightly colored by tannins. Visibility was not an issue, either 
for the redd surveys or snorkeling, but conditions were definitely more challenging than 



during the Aug survey. We found less bull trout and even pools were difficult to hold in, 
thus making capturing the fish harder. All bull trout seen were captured.  
We began snorkeling close to the lake confluence. At the first channel split we went up 
the right bank side channel complex. When we reached the large abandoned beaver dam 
we found a fish that appeared to be missing a piece of caudal tissue, and we decided to 
not sample this fish in case it had been previously sampled. We also stopped snorkeling 
in this channel, and we hiked back downstream and snorkeled up the main channel until 
we reached the area where we began snorkeling on Aug 30.  
Stream temp: 9 C 
Start time: 7:30 PM 
End time:  10:00 PM 
Weather: cool, raining lightly  
Snorkelers: Yuki Reiss, William Meyer 
Fish observed: Rainbow, cutthroat, brook trout, sculpin species and bull trout. We did not 
collect data on individual sizes or numbers for any species other than bull trout.  
Six juvenile bull trout were captured and tissue samples were collected to be sent to the 
WDFW Genetics Lab in Olympia for analysis. On this snorkel mission we found several 
<100 mm individuals that we believe are bull trout, in addition to 2 larger, sub-adult sized 
fish. Fork length was recorded as follows (in mm): 
50, 55, 50, 60, 170, 240 
No adfluvial size adults were seen holding in snorkeled reaches.  
 
Redd Surveys 2011: 
Ashton Bunce and Laura England (Bull Trout Task Force) surveyed the Upper Bumping 
River from the lake to the falls on 10-12-11. No redds or adult bull trout were seen.  
  
 
 
 
 


