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MEETING OVERVIEW 
For the January 22, 2020 YBFWRB Board of Directors Meeting 

NOON to 1:45 Board Work Sessions 

We’ll start the meeting with pizza and networking at noon, and then move into discussion with Erik 
Neatherlin and Jeannie Abbott, our guest visitors from the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office. Expect a 
good dialogue on the direction of salmon recovery in Washington State and the role we can play in it. 
We may also have a surprise guest come to update us on the WDFW budget- stay tuned. 

BUSINESS MEETING from 1 to 4 pm 

Numbers refer to agenda items. Item #s refer to Board Materials email attachment numbers. 

1. Introductions: We’ll start the meeting with introductions, review/approval of the agenda, and 
review/approval of the minutes from our October 2, 2019 Board Meeting. The agenda and draft 
minutes are attached (items #1 & 3), as are the December 6 and January 15 Executive Committee 
meeting notes (item #4). 

2a. Announcements and Updates:   

a. Angus Brookes joined us on January 7 as our new Operations Manager. You’ll get to meet him 
at the meeting. He’s doing a great job taking stuff off my plate and launching into GIS projects. 

b. The Yakima Basin Integrated Plan Habitat Subcommittee is starting to develop its funding 
recommendations for the 2021-23 state budget. Stayed tuned for more over the course of the 
spring.  

c. The Interlocal Agreement with the Yakima Valley Library for development of a Yakima Natural 
Resources web archive is expected to be approved by the library Board next week. 
 

d. The RCO Operations contract discussed and approved at the last meeting has been completed 
and signed and funds our work through June 2021. 
 

e. Board staff worked with WDFW, Kittitas Conservation District and the City of Yakima to identify 
and coordinate preapplications for the state Fish Barrier Removal Board’s 2021-23 Project list 
(which they’ll submit to the governor this September). Alex worked with Dave Brown on a pre-
application for ~$4 million for the Nelson Dam project, and Cassandra Weekes worked with 
Anna Lael on two large projects- the Ellensburg Canal Crossing of Naneum Creek and the 
Cascade Irrigation District crossing of Coleman Creek. These directly complement the $900k in 
projects we worked with Anna to get funded through the SRFB’s new Targeted Investment 
Program in December. Tricia also jumped in and was a great help coordinating these 
applications. Total request is ~$7 million. We’ll know in April if the FBRB wants final applications 
(due in May). 
 

f. Staff Statewide Roles: Alex continues to serve as the Chair of the Council of Regions (COR), 
which is currently working on coordinating statewide monitoring needs assessment and 
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addressing permitting issues with the Corps of Engineers. In October, Tricia launched into her 
new role as Chair of the Washington Salmon Coalition (the consortium of Lead Entities.  

2c. Correspondence:  

a. The incoming correspondence packet (item #5) includes: 

1) An October 3 response to our letter to OFM supporting RCO’s budget request for pike 
suppression; 

2) CCs of letters from the City of Yakima to BOR and BPA regarding the federal role in the 
Nelson Dam project; 

3) A letter from the City of Prosser regarding Board membership (that we’ll discuss later in the 
agenda), and; 

4) A response from WDFW to our letter asking after the $400,000 allocated to McNary Pool 
predation work in which they note that the rescheduled a portion of that funding to pike 
suppression.  

b. The outgoing correspondence packet (item #6) includes the two letters we approved at the 
October Board meeting, one to the US Army Corps of Engineers regarding the Yakima Delta 
Project, and another to the legislature regarding the Lower Yakima Water Stargrass issue. 

c. I’ve also included a draft of a letter I am working on for the Little Naches Working Group 
Steering Committee requesting the use of timber sale income to fund restoration work in the 
Little Naches (item #7). While it will be signed by the LNWG Chair, the Board is implicitly signing 
on and I wanted you to be able to take a look and confirm that makes sense.  

3. Board and Committee Vacancies 
 
Board of Directors: We have a vacant Board of Directors position for a City from Benton County, and 
two possible interested candidates (one from Prosser and one from the Benton City). Adam and I 
will update the Board on recent discussions, and if timely, ask the Board to nominate one of them to 
fill the vacancy.  
 
Carmen Mendez filled the City of Yakima’s seat on the Board of Directors but is no longer on the City 
Council. Dave Brown and I are working with the City to identify a replacement. 
 
Cory Wright, our Kittitas County Board of Directors representative asked us to recognize Arden 
Thomas as the Kittitas County alternate to the Board of Directors. 
 
Citizen’s Committee: The Yakama Nation has nominated Tom Ring to serve as one of their four 
citizen committee members; we will ask the Board to affirm that nomination at the meeting. Tricia 
Snyder will also provide an update on efforts to fill the remaining Yakama Nation vacancies and the 
one Yakima County vacancy. 
 

4. Lead Entity Program  
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Tricia Synder, our Lead Entity Coordinator, will give us an update on the conclusion of the 2019 SRFB 
grant round (including the new Targeted Investment process) and the start of the 2020 Grant round. 
She will be asking the Board to approve two documents- the 2020 version of the Lead Entity Manual 
(item #8) and the 2020 Yakima SRFB Request for Proposals (item #9). She’ll also brief the Board on 
the 2021-23 project list we are developing for RCO’s planning use. 
 

5. 2020 Legislative Outreach  
Our 2020 Legislative Outreach trip to Olympia is scheduled for February 7, 2020, and Tricia will 
discuss planning and logistics for the trip. We’ll discuss issues currently on the table in Olympia, and 
build a Board policy statement based on those discussions (see item #10 for an initial draft 
statement based on Executive Committee discussion). 
 

6. Recovery Program Updates  
Alex will provide updates on: 

a) Past and future meetings of the Bull Trout Working Group 

b) The NOAA 5-year Review Process for Mid-Columbia Steelhead 

c) Work planning for the Steelhead Recovery Plan Update 

d) Statewide Monitoring Assessment and Coordination 

 
7. Riparian Symposium 

Tricia will update the Board on the planned March 18 Riparian Symposium (it’ll be year three for this 
well-attended event) and will request Board approval of the proposed budget.  

 

8. Board Logistics 

a) Now that out Bull Trout Working Group Coordination contract with the Department of Ecology 
has been extended through 2021, we need to extend the MOA we have with Mid-Columbia 
Fisheries for use of their staff to support our bull trout work through to 12/31/2021 and add 
funding to cover two years of work. A draft Amendment to the MOA is included as Item #11. 
We will either want to approve it (if I hear before Weds from the RFEG regarding any need for 
edits), or delegate approval to either the Executive Committee or the Chair. 

b) Laura Potash, who coordinates Tapash and the Little Naches Working Group is retiring in 
February, and I offered that the Board would help convene monthly working group meetings 
until her replacement is in place (June at the latest). TNC has offered us a small contract to cover 
Angus and my time for this task. I’d like to ask the Board to delegate approval of a small 
contract with TNC to Adam and I, so that we can execute that once TNC has it drafted. 

c) Quarterly financial reports through 12/31/2019 are provided in the packet (item #12); 

d) We will review plans for the March 25 Board of Directors meeting.  

e) Finally, there are additional conflicts with or annual meeting date, and the Exec recommended 
looking at moving the annual meeting from August 12 to August 13th. Please come ready with 
your calendar so we can consider that recommendation or propose an alternate date. 


