
 

Minutes of the January 22, 2020 Board of Directors Meeting  

As approved by the Board on 3/25/2020 

Meeting held from 12 pm to 4 pm at the YBFWRB office in Yakima 

Present:  

Directors and Alternates: Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Danielle 
Squeeochs (Yakama Nation), Ron Anderson (Yakima County), Terry Keenhan (Yakima County), Julie 
Schilling (City of Union Gap), Arden Thomas (Kittitas County), Steve Becken (City of Prosser), Dave Brown 
(City of Yakima) 

Other Board Members: Lance Hoyt (City of Toppenish) 

Staff: Alex Conley (Executive Director), Tricia Snyder (Lead Entity Coordinator), Angus Brookes 
(Operations Manager) 

Others Present: Erik Neatherlin (GSRO), Elizabeth Torrey (WA Department of Fish and Wildlife) and Mike 
Tobin (North Yakima Conservation District) 

From noon to 1:50, the Board met with Erik Neatherlin of the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office, and 
discussed: 

1) The process for updating the Statewide Strategy for Salmon Recovery 
2) The role of the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office, 
3) The status of salmon recovery issues in the current legislative session, 
4) Emerging issues with water quality, toxins and predation. 

 

The business meeting of the Board was called to order at 2:06 pm. 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

Nancy Lillquist opened the meeting on behalf of Chair Adam Fyall and all present introduced 
themselves. Angus Brookes was introduced as the new Operations Manager for the Board. The Board 
reviewed the meeting agenda and the draft minutes for the 10/2/2019 Board Meeting; both were 
approved with the support of all present. 

 
2) Announcements, Updates, and Correspondence: 

A. Alex showed a graph of Yakima River Spring Chinook Runs to follow up on work session 
discussions of poor recent returns; the graph shows that the Yakima shows recent declines 
similar to other areas. 

 
B. Alex updated the Board on the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan (YBIP) habitat committee, noting 

that they are finalizing the allocation of 2019-21 monies. Additionally, the committee 



coordinated the use of both YBIP and Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SFRB) funds to make 
sure that all alternatives on the SRFB list were funded. They will be meeting in February to start 
the 2021-23 requests. 

 
C. Arden Thomas mentioned that the Kittitas County Flood Control Zone District recently closed 

on a major land acquisition. The district received an Ecology grant to purchase 160 acres along 
the Yakima River that was prioritized in the SRFB funded Hanson to Ringer Assessment. The 
acquisition protects a flood-prone area from future development and allows for significant 
habitat restoration work. 

 
D. Alex noted that the proposed interlocal agreement with the Yakima Velley Library is slated for 

approval by the library board on January 27th. This ILA commits the two organizations to 
develop a natural resources digital collection at the library. Nancy asked whether the Board 
would be seeking out individuals’ personal collections to add to the library, to which Alex 
answered that the Board has been looking into it, but the library will be taking the process 
slowly and may build a larger advisory committee to address that issue after establishing the 
first part of the digital archive. Danielle Squeeochs mentioned that she is in the process of 
curating Tom Ring’s career-spanning library, but would need approval from the Yakama Nation 
to share it once it becomes available. 
 

E. Alex thanked Jeannie Abbott of the Governor’s Salmon Recovery Office (GSRO) for her help in 
making it easy to finalize the 2019-2012 Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO) Operating 
Contract, and noted that it will only need a small amendment when federal funds for next fiscal 
year come through. 
 

F. Alex mentioned that the current Ecology bull trout coordination contract is extended to the 
last day of 2021. It includes $35,000 per year to fund Board staff time bull trout work and the 
Board’s agreement with Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group (MCFEG) for additional 
staff support to coordinate the Bull Trout Working Group (BTWG). 
 

G. Alex reminded the Board that he is organizing monthly calls with the Council of Regions (CoR). 
The CoR is currently working with the Army Corps of Engineers and Ecology to address 
permitting challenges and providing the SRFB with input on monitoring program funding. 
 

H. Elizabeth Torrey informed the Board that Michael Garrity from WDFW has accepted a new 
position as Energy and Major Projects Division Manager. 
 

I. Alex told the Board that Triangle Associates is working with GSRO and the governor to update 
the statewide strategy for salmon recovery, and that there will be public workshops in 
Olympia on February 12th and in Wenatchee on March 3rd. 
 

J. The Board provided no comments on outgoing correspondence from the October Board 
meeting.  
 

K. The Board discussed the Office of Financial Management’s (OFM) explanation that about half of 
the $400,000 allocated to address predation in McNary Pool will go to Northern Pike 
suppression efforts, leaving the remainder to be spent researching options for Bass and Walleye 
management. For the latter two species, current suppression relies on angling pressure, which 



the biology community does not consider sufficient. Erik Neatherlin suggested that the Board 
contact WDFW to make sure they know what our priorities are. 
 

L. Alex highlighted letters from the City of Prosser regarding an appointment to the Board, from 
WDFW on their predation funding, and from the City of Yakima (CCs of letters from the City to 
BOR and BPA) Dave Brown noted that the City has not received any responses from BPA or BOR. 
 

M. Alex reviewed a draft letter from the Tapash Little Naches Working Group (LNWG) Steering 
Committee to the US Forest Service. The letter would request that the Forest Service use 
retained receipts from the Huckleberry sale to fund associated restoration work in the Little 
Naches watershed.  Other folks would love to see that money go to a long list of priorities across 
the Okanogan-Wenatchee, but the LNWG want to set a model for funding recovery efforts in 
the same watershed in which timber sales are made. The Board gave Alex the green-light to 
sign the document as a member of the LNWG. 

 
3) Filling of Board and Committee Membership Vacancies 

Alex reminded the Board that the City of Yakima position previously held by Carmen Mendez will 
need to be filled, but that Dave is representing the City as the alternate in the interim. The City of 
Prosser has nominated Councilman Steve Becken to fill the vacant Benton County City seat. Steve 
Becken – a city council member of 28 years – was officially nominated by Adam. The motion was 
seconded by Ron Anderson and all were in favor. In response to a request from Cory Wright (Kittitas 
County), Nancy moved to appoint Arden Thomas as an alternate for Kittitas County. The motion 
was seconded by Dave and all were in favor. The Board also thanked Danielle for sitting in as a 
Yakama Nation alternate and bringing to the table her expertise in hydrology. She was invited to join 
meetings at any time. Discussion of Citizens’ Committee vacancies was deferred to the Lead Entity 
program portion of the meeting.  
 

4) Lead Entity Program 
 
A. Tricia reviewed the 2019 grant round outcomes. All SRFB projects were completely funded. 

Likewise, the new Targeted Investment Project developed by the Kittitas County Conservation 
District was fully funded. Tricia thanked her greatly. The SRFB is working on refining the new 
Targeted Investment program in future years. 
 

B. Tricia added that the 2020 pre-applications for the state’s Brian Abbott Fish Barrier Removal 
Board were submitted for Yakima’s Nelson Dam project, for which Dave thanked Tricia and Alex 
for doing a large part of the work, KCCD’s Cascade Irrigation District (at Coleman Creek) and 
Ellensburg Water Company (at Naneum Creek) projects, and a fourth put forward by Trout 
Unlimited for Tucker Creek, which has not been seen yet. Alex noted that the focus watershed 
for our region is Naneum/Wilson, but that Nelson Dam is also a significant priority. It will be 
approximately a year and a half before FBRB funding will be awarded. 
 

C. Tricia requested that the Board approve the 2020 Lead Entity Manual. Minor edits which still 
need to occur are limited to an updated table of contents and date in the front of the manual. 
Julie motioned to approve the above. Dave seconded the motion, which passed with consent 
from all.  
 



D. Tricia explained the 2020 grant schedule, which shifts the schedule significantly to allow 
concurrent state and local review and awarding of funding in September instead of December. 
 

E. Tricia updated the Board on changes within the committees. Danielle has taken Tom Ring’s 
place on the Technical Action Group (TAG). There are also vacancies on the Citizens’ 
Committee: one for Yakima County and four for the Yakama Nation. Tom has been nominated 
to one of the Nation’s seats. Julie motioned to accept the nomination of Tom Ring to the 
Citizen Committee, and Dave seconded the motion, which passed with all in favor. 
 

F. Tricia updated the Board about the potential for funding of monitoring projects through the 
Lead Entity. This is currently only allowed by RCO when a Region chooses to opt in. The TAG 
reviewed options for the 2020 grant round, but felt that there is still work to do because the 
precise monitoring needs in the Yakima Basin are uncertain. Danielle had mentioned at the 
TAG meeting that poorly defined programs typically lead to poorly defined proposals. Jason 
Romine (US Fish and Wildlife) is taking the lead on preparing a list of focused monitoring targets 
for sponsors to look at and the Board will most likely be asked to approve the program in 2021. 
 

G. Tricia briefed the Board on the 2021-23 project list which is being developed for RCO. The office 
directed Lead Entities to create lists for the Salmon Recovery Portal which will highlight the 
need for certain projects, the deliverables of which will require some local vetting. These focus 
lists would be designed to prompt proposals totaling up to $3M per year. Tricia worked with the 
TAG to update the focal project list, and will be sending it out to sponsors shortly, for them to 
propose projects that would implement TAG priorities. If requests come through for over $6M 
per biennium, the TAG will need to narrow the scope of the list. Erik mentioned that, in his 
experience, the legislature is used to seeing lists, and that this new 2-year project list will be a 
useful way to emphasize the need for funding in the 2021 state legislative session. 
 

H. Tricia asked the Board to approve the 2020 Request for Proposals, which will be out next 
month. Julie motioned to approve the RFP. Adam seconded and the request was approved with 
consent of all present. 

 
5) 2020 Legislative Outreach Plans 

Alex reminded the Board that the 2020 legislative outreach trip to Olympia is scheduled for 
February 7th.  He noted that the key to making these visits work is to have a series of strong talking 
points. Tricia gave an overview of the logistics for the trip. She has been working with Julie to reach 
out to the prioritized list of legislators identified by the Executive Committee and has scheduled six 
appointments. Neither Representative Matt Boehnke nor Senator Sharon Brown are available on the 
7th, so Tricia scheduled with Rep. Boehnke for the 6th (Adam will be able to attend), and Julie is 
looking for a meeting with Sen. Brown on the same day. Adam, Julie, and Alex are all committed to 
the trip, and Jay McGowan (Cle Elum) is also excited about it. Nancy asked the Board if anyone else 
would like to join, and Ron Anderson expressed interest. Tricia let the Board know that she would 
like participants to highlight the role of the Lead Entity program. Alex mentioned that the Board has 
a number of general talking points about the Board and its work, but that it would be good for the 
Board to identify additional talking points related to current legislative activity. The Board discussed 
the Executive Committee’s recommendations. 
 



Elizabeth Torrey updated the Board on WDFW’s budget. The Mule Deer Foundation, Conservation 
Northwest and a number of other fishing and hunting stakeholders sent a letter through the media 
recommending that the legislature fully fund the department’s budget. Full funding would require 
$26M including $800K in emergent needs. Erik mentioned that there is wide support since the 
department bridges user groups across the state, but it has not rebounded in funding since the 
recession and that much of this budget forms the technical base for salmon recovery throughout the 
state. He also told the Board that the governor almost fully funded the budget, but decided that a 
15% license fee increase would cover $8M, which would partially close the gap. That increase is not 
likely to pass. Nancy proposed that the Board emphasize the need to fully fund WDFW without 
mentioning specific numbers or budget items. Arden added that the stability, not only the dollar 
value, of the budget is critical in funding these programs in the future. 
 
The Board concurred with the Exec recommendation to support the governor’s request for an orca 
lead in GSRO, and asked for more details about a potential riparian position. Erik explained to the 
Board that the governor thought a work group between the tribes and the state would be positive 
for salmon and climate change discussions, and that GSRO would support staffing that.  
 
Alex noted the bill proposing a potential salmon recovery joint legislative committee. RCO and 
GSRO have not been invited despite their role in salmon recovery. The Board expressed that RCO 
and GSRO should be included if such a committee is indeed created. 
 
Alex noted that in the past, the Board had supported full funding for local conservation districts 
through the Conservation Commission technical assistance funds, given that those districts are 
some of the Board’s best partners on the ground. Mike Tobin said that the Commission would not 
be asking for technical assistance in this session, and that what they have already received should 
cover the rest of the biennium. The Commission is seeking state matching funds for the Regional 
Conservation Partnership Program (RCCP), a federal Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
program which requires sponsorship by a local entity and may focus on any number of conservation 
practices. There are currently six projects in the area, including the Toppenish to Teanaway 
steelhead recovery project, which is being led by KCCD and the Yakama Nation. 
 
Alex mentioned current efforts in the lower basin. The Board asked him to add a talking point about 
efforts to address stargrass, enhance  existing thermal refugia, support the Army Corps of Engineers 
Yakima Delta 1135 project, and reduce predation. 
 
Alex asked the Board about a DNR forest and range health plan to tax insurance policies for 
management improvements, but members noted that their jurisdictions were looking into that 
individually, and that it was not a priority for the Board to highlight. 
 
The Board considered a response to SB 6454 / HB 2549, which would make salmon recovery a goal 
of growth management. There is currently not enough information to fully address the bill. Nancy 
expressed interest in a having a voice in the process once the bills or synopses are in front of the 
Board, Arden mention her concerns over the bill’s vagueness given its large implications, and 
Danielle said that she could not support it now without an official Nation position. Alex will be 
gathering more information. 
 
Alex asked the Board to review the budget buddy and look at agency priorities, and said he hoped to 
send out an edited version of the Board’s policy statements this week. 



 
6) Recovery Program Updates 

 
Alex briefed the Board on last week’s Bull Trout Working Group meeting. There was excellent 
attendance and the group gave feedback to the Yakama Nation on its reintroduction feasibility 
study. The BTWG is starting to develop a funding recommendation for YBIP Bull trout projects that 
will be submitted to the Integrated Plan Habitat Subcommittee later in the spring. 
 
Alex mentioned that he is hoping to have comments on the March 25th meeting agenda for Board 
review prior to the March 29 deadline for submitting input for the NOAA five-year review.  
Alex updated the Board on the Steelhead Recovery Plan.  
Alex also explained some local and statewide efforts to identify key monitoring gaps and propose 
ways to address them. 

 
7) Riparian Symposium Plans and Budget 

Tricia explained that she has been working with Heather Simmons (Ecology) for the past couple of 
years and is currently planning for the March 2020 event. The symposium has been moved to the 
Chateau in Yakima due to its easier access for folks traveling from Oregon. This year’s sponsorship 
goal was $4,000, which has currently been surpassed at $4,450. There is also a small registration 
fee of $25 for general attendees and $10 for non-profits – the event is free for students. T-shirts will 
be used as a “thank you gift” for donations of $25 or more. Despite the solid funding this year, Tricia 
asked the Board to approve use of recovery funds up to $2125. This is not expected to be used, but 
would rather be a safety net in case revenue from attendance is much lower than expected. Julie 
motioned to approve the budget. Ron seconded the motion and all were in favor. 
 

8) Board Logistics 

Alex asked the Board to authorize or delegate approval of a revised MOA with MCFEG for bull 
trout support. The use of Emily’s time for this has worked well. And an amendment would extend 
and revise the budget to add more time. Ron motioned to approve, and Julie seconded with all in 
favor. He also asked the Board to delegate approval of a contract with The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) for coordination of the LNWG. Laura Potash (Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative) is 
retiring, and since Alex already supports the working group, he volunteered his and Angus’ time to 
“keep the wheels on the bus.” TNC said they will give the Board a small contract to that end. Julie 
motioned to approve the delegation to Alex and Adam. Nancy seconded and all were in favor. The 
Board had no questions or comments on financial reports. At the March Board meeting, Dale 
Bambrick (NOAA) will be here. Alex updated the Board about the annual meeting, noting that there 
was a conflict with a number of other meetings, leading to a proposal from the executive committee 
to reschedule for Thursday, Aug 13th (next day). The Board has no conflicts, except Nancy, who will 
be gone all week. Alex will be putting materials out soon. 
 

9) No Public Comment was received. 
 

10) The Board extended a welcome to Angus and Steve, and thanked Erik for attending the meeting 
and antecedent workshop. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:25 pm. 


