
 

 

1200 Chesterly Drive, Suite 280, Yakima, WA 98902 
Phone (509) 453-4104    Email: info@ybfwrb.org    Web: www.ybfwrb.org 

 

Minutes of the March 27, 2019 Board of Directors Meeting 
As approved by the Board on May 22, 2019 

Meeting held from 12 pm to 4 pm at the YBFWRB Office in Yakima 

 

Members Present:   

Julie Schilling (City of Union Gap), Adam Fyall (Benton County), Dave Fast and Paul Ward (Yakama 
Nation), Nancy Lillquist (City of Ellensburg), Richard Bloom (City of West Richland), David Brown (City of 
Yakima) and Terry Keenhan (Yakima County). 

Staff Present:  Alex Conley (Executive Director), Tricia Snyder (Lead Entity Program Coordinator) 

Others Present:  Lance Hoyt (City of Toppenish), Elizabeth Torrey, Mike Livingston (WDFW), and Ken 
Tolenen (Master Gardeners) 

 

From Noon to 1:50 pm, the Board held an informative work session with Mike Livingston and Elizabeth 
Torrey of WDFW.  

The business meeting of the Board was called to order at 1:05 pm. 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

Chair Adam Fyall opened the meeting and all present introduced themselves. The Board reviewed 
the meeting agenda and the draft minutes for the 1/23/2019 Board Meeting. A motion to approve 
the January minutes and the revised agenda was approved with consent of all present.  

2) Announcements and Correspondence 

Alex announced that: 

1. The annual Yakima Basin Science and Management Conference will be held June 12-13 at 
Central Washington University in Ellensburg; 

2. Erik Neatherlin has been hired as the new GSRO Executive Coordinator; 

3. RCO is in the process of hiring a new GSRO Program Coordinator, to replace Sarah Gage, who is 
retiring; 

4. The Natural Resource Act of 2019 was just signed by the President, and includes authorizations 
for key elements of the Yakima Basin Integrated Plan; 
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5. Reclamation’s Kachess Drought Relief Pumping Plant Supplemental EIS has just been released. 
YBFWRB has a paper copy for any that would like to review it. 

6. Alex has officially started in as the chair of the Council of Regions. He briefly described the work 
he is doing for COR; 

7. Alex updated the board on his discussions with the Yakima Valley Library he about establishing a 
Yakima Basin Natural Resource Collection as part of their proposed Northwest Reading Room. 
The Board discussed the proposed project, and encouraged Alex to continue working on it. 

8. Paul gave an update on NOAA’s Columbia Basin Partnership. The last meeting for phase 1 took 
place the previous week and the group came up with a goal of 3-5 million adult steelhead and 
salmon in the Columbia Basin. Phase 2 will seek to build agreement on the actions that need to 
be taken to restore that abundance. The next meeting is April 24 in Portland, and the June 
meeting will be in Spokane. Paul has contacts, website info, and more info if the board would 
like to delve in further. Paul and Urban Eberhart are both members of the Partnership. 

9. Terry gave a short presentation on updates on Yakima County Flood Control Zone District’s 
Ramblers Park Levee setback and Nelson dam projects. 

The Board discussed recent correspondence from Forterra and the Kittitas Conservation Trust 
regarding bull trout recovery in the Gold Creek watershed, and reviewed the draft letter prepared 
by Alex and circulated to the Bull trout Working Group for input. Mike Livingston noted that 
expediency is key and supported sending the letter from YBFWRB now rather than revising it and 
seeking additional sign-ons from other agencies/organizations. Julie Schilling proposed language 
edits, which the group agreed to, and the Board passed a motion directing Alex and Adam to finalize 
and send the Board letter under Adam’s signature. 

 

3) Lead Entity Program 

2019 SRFB Grant Round: Tricia noted that the Board has received $1.97 million in requests in 2019 
pre-applications but reminded the board that the proposed project budgets may change, not all pre-
applications will be submitted as full applications, and that we often get full applications for projects 
without a pre-application. 

Committee Vacancies: Tricia also updated the board on committee membership changes and 
vacancies. Darren Friedel from WDFW will be joining the Technical Advisory Group (TAG). For the 
Citizen Committee, there is 1 vacancy for Yakima County, 1 for Benton County, and 4 for the Yakama 
Nation. Richard Bloom nominated Steve Brown to fill the Benton County vacancy and the motion 
was seconded and approved by consensus of all present. Julie Schilling nominated Bob Inouye to fill 
the Yakima County vacancy and the motion was seconded and approved by consensus of all present.  

Lead Entity Manual: Tricia updated the board on the 2019 updates to the Yakima Lead Entity 
Manual, which include editorial changes and clarification of guidance language for the Citizen 
Committee evaluation document. A motion to approve the changes was made, seconded and then 
approved by consensus of all present. 

BLM Grant Program 

Tricia updated the board on the Ringer Loop BLM contract. Revegetation and monitoring plans are 
mostly complete. Contracted work by Water Pushing Dirt, LLC to provide analysis and project 
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alternatives to include in the revised Environmental Assessment has been completed. Chris Sheridan 
with BLM has started drafting the EA revisions based on materials we provided. One of the new 
restoration activities identified as a priority is the removal of a berm on the main channel that is 
redirecting flood flow; removing this berm will reduce flood risks and improve fish habitat. Access to 
the site is through the Acheson property. Tricia noted that she had talked to Robert Acheson, who is 
interested in the project and happy to be involved. 

 

4) Recovery Program Updates 

Alex noted that both the Ecology Bull Trout coordination contract and the MOA with Mid-Columbia 
Fisheries to provide staff to assist in bull trout coordination had been finalized. Alex and Emily Smith 
of the Mid-Columbia Fisheries worked together to convene a good meeting of the bull trout working 
group on February 14. 

Alex briefly discussed the proposed update to the Mid-Columbia Steelhead Recovery Plan actions 
with the Board, and the Mid-C Washington State Recovery Gaps document that he is working on 
with partners in the Klickitat and Walla Walla areas. 

 
5) Communications Updates 

Tricia updated the board on communication and outreach activities.  

1. The 2019 Eastern Washington Riparian Symposium was a huge success with 139 attendees, 12 
speakers, and 10 volunteers. Tricia was able to secure $2,750 in sponsorship dollars and we 
were able to keep the event free to attend.  

2. Tricia asked for direction and support on the continuation of Symposium activities throughout 
the year. She discussed the plant identification class that was offered the day before the 
symposium that filled up within 20 minutes of posting and had a very long wait list. She 
identified some potential actions to move forward, including holding another plant ID class or 
classes on other related topics, a BDA installation workshop, and/or ½ day grant workshop, and 
collaborating with River Restoration Northwest to bring film screenings to the Basin. She asked 
for support from the board to allocate her time to organizing and coordinating these events and 
asked direction from the board on whether it would be OK to hold some of these outside of the 
Yakima Basin. The board was supportive of Tricia continuing work on these events, and some 
some activities being held outside the basin. They did note that would prefer events we sponsor 
to be within the basin when possible.  

3. The Restoring Our Rivers Panel Discussion occurred on March 13th at CWU. The panel included 
Rebecca Wassell (MCFEG), Kelly Clayton (Yakama Nation), Michael Aquilino (Yakima Paddlers), 
Mark Cook (Kittitas County Public Works), and Derek Young (Trout Unlimited). There were about 
35 people in attendance. Tricia noted that she had hoped for a better and more diverse turnout 
(many folks that attended are already part of the restoration community) but there were some 
good relationships created and it also helped partners see the format and showed that we can 
have discussion around contentious topics. 

4. Tricia thanked Adam Fyall, Julie Schilling, and Jay McGowan for their attendance for the 
February legislative outreach day. Board members and staff were able to meet with 9 
legislators: Judy Warnick, Jim Honeyford, Curtis King, Sharon Brown’s staff, Chris Corry, Gina 
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Mosbrucker, Bruce Chandler, Tom Dent and Jeremie Dufault. Both Tricia and Adam especially 
thanked Julie for her help in setting up meetings. Adam noted that the day went really well and 
he would like this to be an annual event. Julie noted that the timing (early February) was perfect 
because we got to Olympia before the weather turned and it was early enough in the session 
that legislators were more relaxed and open to conversation. Tricia also noted that Alex was 
able to follow up with some requested materials to Honeyford and Dufault and many of the 
legislators expressed interest in attending a YBFWRB board meeting after the legislative session. 

5. Tricia also noted that Alex gave a presentation on salmon recovery in Cowiche Creek as part of 
the Cowiche Canyon Conservancy/Yakima Valley Community College lecture series, and is 
organizing a panel on bull trout recovery for the Salmon Recovery Conference in Tacoma in 
April. Tricia is scheduled to present at the Trout Unlimited Chapter Meeting in April and is 
organizing a session on communicating salmon recovery at the Salmon Recovery Conference. 

6. Tricia updated the board on the Board’s progress implementing the current year’s 
communications work plan and asked board members to think about other activities they would 
like to see for next year. She will provide a draft work plan for FY2020 at the May board 
meeting. 

 
6) State Agency Policy and Budget Development 

Alex updated the board on federal funding for the Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund. While it was 
proposed to be zeroed out in the president’s budget, FY 2019 funding actually went up $5 million to 
$70\ million. Paul mentioned that it would be good to send a thank you letter to Rep. Herrera Butler 
for all of the work she’s done on PCSRF. The board agreed to consider thank you letters to legislators 
at the May Board meeting. 

Alex updated the board on the state budget. The House and Senate both proposed funding the SRFB 
program at $25m, which represents a moderate increase. [At the meeting Alex noted a higher 
number for the just-released Senate amount, but that number combined both the state and federal 
contributions.] The House proposes funding Lead Entities with $2.4 of that $25 million, while the 
Senate included a separate operating budget request for the $2.4 million. Floodplains by Design is 
coming in around $42 million. This level would fund all of the proposed Yakima Basin projects except 
the City of Ellensburg proposal. The Governor and House recommended $31.5 million for the Yakima 
Basin Integrated Plan, while the Senates proposing $42 million. 

The Board proposed that we write a letter to our Yakima Basin legislators, reiterating our support 
for our earlier legislative priorities document, and specifically supporting: 

a) The Senate’s  proposal for separate funding of the Lead Entity Program; 

b) The House operating budget proposal for $125,000 to update the Statewide Strategy for 
Salmon Recovery; 

c) The Senate proposal for full funding of YBIP, 

Julie Schilling made a motion directing Adam and Alex to draft and submit a letter based on these 
points. Dave Brown seconded the motion, which was approved by consent of all present.  The Board 
proposed further discussing out-of-session legislative outreach at the May Board meeting.  
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7) July SRFB Meeting Tour and Event 

The Board discussed the July 10 to 11 SRFB meeting to be held in Yakima, and staff’s 
communications with RCO staff about logistics. Tricia asked the board for direction on a location for 
an evening event. There are some nice breweries/wineries that showcase the Yakima Basin but RCO 
would rather not have people have to drive back to town after. Paul noted that the Yakama Nation 
doesn’t like mixing alcohol and business, so a winery or brewery might not be preferred. Terry 
recommended the Chateau, which has one event room with a garden in the back. Julie mentioned 
Cowiche Canyon Kitchen, which also has a large room for special events.  

 

8) Approval of IRS 990 Form 

The Board reviewed the 2017 IRS 990 form prepared by Bob Villbrant, CPA and circulated to all 
Board of Directors members previous to the meeting. Dave Brown moved to approve submitting the 
IRS 990 form to the IRS; Richard Bloom seconded and the motion passed with the support of all 
present. 

 

9) Work Plan, Budget and Contract Development 

Alex updated the Board on the process and schedule for developing the 2019-21 Board work plan, 
which will be approved at the July 31 annual meeting. He will send the current work plan out with 
the meeting minutes. Please e-mail feedback to Alex before the next executive meeting. A draft will 
be reviewed at the May meeting, and a revised version sent to the full Board membership shortly 
after. 

Alex is working on getting approval from RCO to use carryover funds in the next biennium. The 
Board discussed possible uses for carry-over funding and directed Alex to seek approval from RCO 
and work to incorporate them into the draft work plan.   

 

10) Board Logistics and Public Comment 

The Board reviewed the proposed changes to the travel reimbursement section of the Board’s 
personnel manual, as updated to reflect comments at the January meeting. Richard Bloom made a 
motion to approve the revised travel reimbursement language as submitted. Julie Schilling seconded 
the motion, which was approved with the support of all present.  

The Board formally appointed Jonalee Squeoch to fill the at-large seat on the Executive Committee 
previously held by Paul Ward.  

The Board briefly discussed the July annual meeting, to be held in Toppenish. Staff will work with 
Yakama Nation staff to identify tour options. Paul suggested hold the meeting at the Yakama Nation 
Jail, which has a good meeting room.  

The Board directed Alex to work with NOAA to set up the pre-meeting work session for the May 
Board of Directors meetings. 

No public comment was received. The meeting was adjourned at 4:10 pm 
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