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Virtual Symposium

2021 Eastern
Washington Riparian
Planting Symposium
10:00 am

Heather Simmons

Welcome, Logistics, and
Introductions

10:10 am

Kim Erion, LKE Corporation

Restoration Partnering

Facilitated by: Katy Pfannenstein

10:50 am

11:30 am

12:30 pm

12:45 pm

Amanda Stahl, WA State University
Facilitated by: Katy Pfannenstein

LUNCH BREAK

Must be registered to
participate in small group
social sessions

Photo Contest

Brad Hermanson, Hermanson
Consulting
Facilitated by: Landon Shaffer

1:45 pm

Options for Effective &
Efficient Riparian Monitoring
with Drone & Satellite Data

BREAK

Project Management: The
True Fundamentals

2021 Eastern
Washington Riparian
Planting Symposium
1:55 pm

Katrina Strathmann, Mid-Columbia
Fisheries Enhancement Group and
Heather Simmons, Department of
Ecology

Project Management: Case
Study Activity

Facilitated by: Landon Schaffer

2:10 pm

3:05 pm

3:35 pm

Small Group Breakout Session

Case Study Exercise

Group Results and Discussion
Facilitated by: Landon Schaffer

Heather Simmons

Final Questions and Close-Out
Remarks

2021 Eastern
Washington Riparian
Planting Symposium
Day 2:
9:00 am

Heather Simmons

Welcome, Logistics, and
Photo Contest Winners

9:10 am

Reid Camp, Cramer Fish Sciences

Fluvial Processes and Riparian
Restoration

Facilitated by: Drew Schuldt

9:50 am

10:30 am

10:45 am

Mike Kane, Kane Consulting
Facilitated by: Drew Schuldt

The Chumstick Liberation
Front: Restoring Passage and
Plants

BREAK

Erin McKay and Adam Pfleeger,
Chelan County

Lessons Learned: Landowner
Landmines and Unwanted
Guests

Facilitated by: Judith Johnson

11:15 am

Adrianne Grimm and Jeanette
Burkhardt, Yakama Nation
Facilitated by: Judith Johnson

11:45 am

Heather Simmons

Lessons Learned: White
Salmon River Riparian
Restoration Efforts above and
below the Condit Dam
Removal Project

Final Questions and Close-Out
Remarks

Kim Erion

President and Lead Ecologist, LKE
Corporation
Kim Erion, has led LKE Corporation since 1993 and has
been self- employed since 1988. She grew up in the woods
and her life has always revolved around nature and the
environment with quite a unique balance. She oversees all
staff and is responsible for the overall strategic, financial,
operational, and technical goals of the company, as well
as implementing the vision for the overall technical
direction of the company.
Kim has focused the company on specializing in environmental work including reclamation,
wildlife habitat, wetlands development, watershed restoration, in-stream fish enhancements,
vegetation management, planting, soil preparation and naturalized landscaping. Over 200
federal contracts have been awarded with more than 190 being environmental restoration,
all of which have been led by Kim and her team. She has done fish rescues on over 50
projects, personally operates equipment, has installed hundreds of LWD, and loves playing
in the rocks!

Restoration Partnering

Presentation topics:

Good & Clear package makes a GREAT project
Clear & Good expectation makes a GREAT partner
North/South Challenges vs. East/West Solutions

Amanda Stahl

Postdoctoral Researcher, Washington
State University
Amanda Stahl is a researcher at WSU with specialties in
riparian ecology and policy, remote sensing and GIS. She
develops innovative techniques for mapping and
analyzing spatial patterns in policy, social capacity, and
ecosystem functions associated with riparian
conservation.
Her work aims to facilitate effective communication among the scientific disciplines
conducting riparian-related research as well as the flow of information among researchers,
decision-makers, and conservation practitioners. The work she is presenting at the
Symposium was completed in partnership with the Palouse Conservation District, supported
by a grant from the Center for Sustaining Agriculture at Washington State University. Dr.
Stahl has nearly 15 years’ experience tailoring interactive earth, environmental, and natural
resource science courses to engage diverse undergraduates. In her free time, she enjoys
outdoor adventures with her family, gardening, and wisescaping with native Palouse plants.

Options for Effective and Efficient Riparian Monitoring with Drone &
Satellite Data

Presentation topics:
Drones and freely available satellite imagery offer
potential opportunities to make riparian
monitoring more feasible and effective
Each approach has advantages and limitations,
depending on scale of interest, site conditions, and
capacity to implement image collection and
analysis
Examples and lessons learned from an
exploratory study in Whitman County and vicinity
will be shared to show potential uses and caveats
of imagery for riparian monitoring in Eastern WA

Brad Hermanson

Hermanson Consulting, LLC
Brad Hermanson is a chemical and environmental engineer
and Project Management Institute-certified Project
Management Professional (PMP®). He has over 35 years of
consulting experience as a project manager and program
manager and over 30 years of experience as an operations
manager and senior executive in the consulting engineering
industry. He was Company Director of Project Delivery and
Quality at a 550-person regional consulting firm and a Project
Execution Leader at a national consulting firm.

Brad currently has his own small consulting firm – Hermanson Consulting Company LLC –
which is focused on environmental strategies, program management, and training services.
Brad is passionate about giving back to the technical community. He has spoken and
provided one hour to multiple day training programs on various aspects of project
management, decision making, risk management, and organizational assessment at
meetings, universities, local and international conferences, and global audiences of over 700
project managers.

Project Management - The True Fundamentals

Presentation topics:
A core set of fundamentals they can keep in mind
to guide their project management work.
Practical methods they can apply that work for
each fundamental.
Basic approaches that will make project
management more enjoyable and will bring more
success in delivering projects.

Katrina Strathmann

Project Manager and Plant Ecologist, MidColumbia Fisheries Enhancement Group
Katrina Strathmann has over 20 years of experience managing
ecological restoration projects in a variety of habitats, as well
as an array of natural resources management including
landscape-scale inventories, invasive plant management,
native plant propagation, vegetation monitoring and rare plant
management.

Katrina is part of the team of Mid-Columbia Fisheries Enhancement Group, a non-profit focused
on protecting and restoring native salmonids and their habitats across four counties in southcentral Washington. She has also worked on ecological restoration for the Yakama Nation and the
National Park Service. Katrina received her M.S. in Biology from San Francisco State University,
studying butterfly assemblages in mountain meadows in the Sierra Nevada mountains.

Project Management Case Study Activity: Mercer Creek Stream &
Vegetation Restoration

Presentation topics:
Overview of the Mercer Creek Project
Breakout Groups: Assignment – Identify
Stakeholders

Reid Camp

Geomorphologist/Senior Biologist,
Cramer Fish Sciences
Reid Camp is a fluvial geomorphologist with experience in
geomorphic assessments, aquatic habitat surveys, restoration
effectiveness monitoring, and restoration planning, design, and
implementation. Reid is an expert in low-tech process-based
restoration planning, design, and implementation, including
beaver dam analogues and post assisted log structures.

Reid received his M.S. in Watershed Sciences with an emphasis in fluvial geomorphology from Utah
State University. His thesis evaluated the geomorphic and hydraulic effectiveness of high density
large woody debris additions in Asotin Creek using a combination of rapid assessments and highresolution topography. Reid is also a FileMaker developer and uses the platform to create mobile
database apps for tablets exclusively for natural resource professionals. His apps are currently being
used by government agencies, non-profit organizations, and private companies throughout the U.S.
to expedite field data collection and manage complex datasets.

Hydrology and Riparian Planting

Presentation topics:
How hydrology and fluvial processes affect
riparian succession, seed dispersal, and plantings
Locating field indicators for hydrologically intact
areas that can be targeted to increase planting
success
Considerations for using bioengineering and large
wood structures to support and improve planting
projects

Mike Kane

Kane Consulting
Michael Kane is a restoration ecologist with a focus on whole
watershed restoration. His natural resource career started a
long, long time ago on a prescribed burning crew with the US
Forest Service and included many seasons spent managing
trails and wilderness on the Lake Chelan and Leavenworth
Districts

After completing a BS at Huxley College of Environmental Studies, Mike began working as a
field forester, wildlife and wetland biologist for private consulting firms. About 20 years back,
he decided to shift into restoration and has been working on stream, wetland and forest
restoration ever since. In recent years, he has been coordinating large scale cross-boundary
forest health restoration projects, along with restoring floodplains and fish access to streams
in Chelan County.

Presentation topics:

Bank Bioengingeering

Chelan County Natural Resource Department staff
replaced about 20 passage barriers in Chumstick Creek
between 2009 and 2013 to open up access to about 9
miles of steelhead habitat.
The presentation will survey some of the tools for
restoring vegetation associated with these project
areas, including sedge mats, deep planting and
bioengineering.
We will also discuss issues and opportunities associated
with native plantings near homes in fire prone
landscapes, reed canary grass, and landowner
concerns.
Chelan County has started work on replacing
barriers and restoring floodplains in Eagle Creek and
will utilize some of the lessons learned in the mainstem
Chumstick on this new effort.

Erin McKay

Senior Natural Resource Specialist, Chelan
County
Erin McKay has been with Chelan County Natural Resource
Department for 5 years, prior to which she worked as a
climbing ranger in North Cascades National Park for 10 years.
She has a BS in Natural Resource Management from Oregon
State University and enjoys all the diverse facets of her current
job in natural resources, especially the ones where she gets to
be outside.

Lessons Learned: Landowner Landmines and Unwanted Guests

Presentation topics:
Landowner management
Adaptive Management of riparian planting sites
Lessons learned

Adam Pfleeger

Field Supervisor, Chelan County Noxious
Weed Board
Adam Pfleeger graduated with a Master’s Degree in Fisheries
Science from Oregon State University. Prior to settling in
Leavenworth, he worked at Olympic National Park for 7 years
doing coastal and mountain lake research and monitoring.

Adam worked locally in environmental consulting for a few years before establishing his
current career as the Field Supervisor for Chelan County Noxious Weed Board in 2019. Adam
loves exploring the local mountains and waters with his wife Erin and daughter Camas and is
passionate about preserving Washington’s native plant communities.

Lessons Learned: Landowner Landmines and Unwanted Guests

Presentation topics:
Landowner management
Adaptive Management of riparian planting sites
Lessons learned

Adrianne Grimm

Hydrologist, Yakama Nation Fisheries
Adrianne Grimm is a hydrologist and watershed restoration
specialist with Yakama Nation Fisheries in the Klickitat River
Basin and Southern Territories of Washington State. Adrianne
focuses on developing, implementing, and monitoring habitat
improvement projects, collecting field data, and developing
spatial analyses in support of wild steelhead and salmonids in
the Mid-Columbia River region.

Research and focal areas have included functional ecology, stream ecology, and
water resources management. Adrianne has an M.S. in Water Resources Science
& Management and B.A. degrees in Environmental Studies and International
Affairs.

Lessons Learned: White Salmon River Riparian Restoration Efforts
above and below the Condit Dam Removal Project

Presentation topics:
Site Descriptions/unique opportunities of these
particular sites after the removal of Condit Dam
Site Challenges: extreme flooding/soil
characteristics/exposure/vandalism/wildlife
Adaptive Management Approaches/Efforts
Where we are at now/what we think will happen in
the future/possible future opportunities.

Jeannette Burkhardt

Watershed Planner, Yakama Nation
Fisheries
Jeanette Burkhardt has been a watershed planner with the
Yakama Nation Fisheries program in the tribe's southern
territories since 2005. Jeanette works on local and regional
land use and natural resource planning that affects fish and
their habitats, manages and implements habitat projects, and
conducts education & outreach.

Jeanette is part of the Wishpush Working Group, which focuses on retaining or reintegrating
beavers and their activities in our local watersheds. Jeanette has a B.A. from Queens
University and is an unabashed fan of plants!

Lessons Learned: White Salmon River Riparian Restoration Efforts
above and below the Condit Dam Removal Project

Presentation topics:
Site Descriptions/unique opportunities of these
particular sites after the removal of Condit Dam
Site Challenges: extreme flooding/soil
characteristics/exposure/vandalism/wildlife
Adaptive Management Approaches/Efforts
Where we are at now/what we think will happen in
the future/possible future opportunities.

Sponsor Spotlight
Thanks to all of our sponsors whose
support makes the Eastern Washington
Riparian Planting Symposium possible!

NSD is a Seattle-based environmental
engineering firm that specializes in the
restoration of rivers, shorelines, and wetlands. The
firm’s design approach adheres to the philosophy
that clean water and functional natural processes
are critical to sustaining a healthy aquatic
ecosystem. Through combining ecology,
geomorphology, hydrology, hydraulics, and
engineering services, we design rivers, streams and
wetlands that look and perform as functional
ecosystems. NSD scientists and engineers work to
restore aquatic and ecosystem processes to selfsustaining conditions. The firm uses a medley of
approaches to restore watershed processes.

For more information contact:
Molly Fay | Senior Marketing Lead
molly@naturaldes.com | O: 360.966.8080
www.naturaldes.com

