
 

Minutes of the March 24, 2021 Board of Directors Meeting 
As Approved by the Board of Directors on May 19, 2021 

Meeting held from 2 pm to 4 pm via GoToMeeting web conference  

Present:  

Directors and Alternates: Jay McGowan (City of Cle Elum), Adam Fyall and Will McKay (Benton County), 
Richard Bloom (City of West Richland), Jonalee Squeochs (Yakama Nation), Troy Havens (Yakima 
County), Dave Brown (City of Yakima), Julie Schilling (City of Union Gap), Nancy Lillquist (City of 
Ellensburg) 

Staff: Alex Conley (Executive Director) 

Others Present: Lance Hoyt (City of Toppenish), Heather Simmons (Dept of Ecology), Mark Divens 
(WDFW), Mike Horner, Kat Thompson and Rachel Little (Benton Conservation District) 

The business meeting of the Board was called to order at 2:00 pm. 

1) Approval of Agenda and Minutes 

Chair Adam Fyall called the business meeting to order and the attendees introduced themselves.  
The Board reviewed the meeting agenda and the draft minutes for the 1/20/2021 Board Meeting. The 
draft minutes were moved for approval by Nancy, seconded by Richard, and approved by all present.  
 
2) Board Announcements, Updates, and Correspondence: 

A. Alex noted that he had submitted an application for a new 5-year funding agreement with the 
Board; any final funding agreement will come to the Board for review.  

B. The group reviewed a short video prepared by the City of Yakima highlighting the Nelson Dam 
Project.  

C. Alex and Rachel gave a brief update on the water star grass and water quality work being 
completed by Benton Conservation District using the funding approved by the Board at the 
January meeting.  

D. Alex highlighted that the biennial SRFB Salmon Recovery Conference will be held as a virtual 
event April 28-30, with registration available on the RCO website for a cost of $20. 

E. No correspondence was highlighted for discussion. 

3) Staff Changes  

The Board welcomed Michael Horner, who was on the call and will start his new position as the Lead 
Entity Program Coordinator on April 5th. Alex noted that he is excited to make full use of the breadth 
of skills Michael brings to the position. 



Alex noted that his currently selecting candidates and scheduling interviews for the 
Operations/Outreach Manager position; 24 applications were received, 10 of which met 
qualifications. Plans are to interview the top 4-6 next week. 
 

4) 2021 SRFB Grant Round 

Alex noted that 13 SRFB preapplications were received by the March 5th deadline, with a total 
estimated request of between 3 and 4 million (vs 1.2 to 2 million this year in anticipated funding). 
Last week Alex and Elizabeth Butler (our RCO grant manager in Olympia) met with each sponsor for 
a virtual preapplication conference to discuss the proposed projects, how they meet eligibility and 
project type criteria, and what sponsors can do to develop the best full applications possible. 
Michael joined us for almost all of them despite not yet formally being on staff.  
 

5) Committee Vacancies 

Richard Bloom and Adam Fyall introduced Kat Thompson and nominated her to fill the vacant 
Benton County seat on the Citizen Committee. She was appointed to the Citizen Committee with the 
full support of all present. 

The group discussed the remaining vacancies (1 each for Yakima and Kittitas Counties, and 3 for the 
Yakama Nation) and the process by which member governments within each area work to jointly 
nominate candidates for approval by the Board of Directors. Richard Bloom highlighted the value of 
personal outreach to prospective committee members. 

The Board highlighted the value of seating new members before the Lead Entity process project 
proposals and site tours (April 22nd and Mid-May) which are scheduled for before the next Board 
meeting.  The Board made a motion delegating appointment of Citizen Committee members 
forwarded by consent of the Board of Directors from a given area to the Executive Committee, with 
appointments to be reviewed and reconfirmed by the Board of Directors at its next meeting. The 
motion was approved by all present. 

Alex asked the Board of Directors for input on possible candidates and/or organizations to consider 
for TAG appointments (after 2 resignations we are down to 10 active members, 2 less than the 12-
15 called for in our by-laws). Troy Havens asked to follow up with Alex after the meeting. DNR and 
Ecology were mentioned as organizations to reach out to. 

6) State Budget and Legislative Updates 

Alex noted that Senate and House budget proposals would be released the next day, and that he 
would included an annotated version of the Board’s earlier budget priorities document with the 
Senate and House proposals identified. The Board reviewed relevant legislation that had made it 
past the House of Origin committee cutoff date.  

7) Recovery Program 

Alex updated the Board on the ongoing partnership between the YBFWRB and Yakama Nation to 
update the Satus and Toppenish Steelhead Population information and actions from the 2009 
Yakima Steelhead Recovery Plan. We are awaiting a draft agreement from YN legal; approval of the 
final agreement was delegated to the Executive Committee at the October Board meeting.  

The Board reviewed the proposed contract with Aspect Consulting to complete fish passage barrier 
prioritization for both the Board and the Snake River Salmon Recovery Board, and also reviewed the 



proposed funding transfer to be made by RCO to shift $20,000 from the Snake Board operating 
contract to the Yakima Contract to cover the Snake Board share of the project costs. Troy Havens 
moved to approve the contract as presented for a up to $52,800 using the presented sole source 
justification; the motion was seconded by David Brown and approved by consent of all present. 

Alex and Rachel described the potential uses of the Lowrance Sonar Fish Finder for determining 
bathymetry and the biomass of aquatic weeds, noting that it would be a useful tool for evaluating 
the effectiveness of pilot water star grass treatments. The Board reviewed the proposed purchase 
and the way it would be made available to partners and moved to authorize Alex to spend up to 
$2,000 of the fish finder and required accessories. 

Alex briefly updates the Board on recent meetings of the Bull Trout Work Group and plans for 
steelhead recovery plan updates. 

8) Outreach 

Heather Simmons updated the Board on the work of Populus (The Columbia Basin Riparian Planting 
Partnership the Board has been co-organizer and fiscal sponsor for) and the Eastern Washington 
Riparian Planting Symposium which was held February 24-25. Heather asked if the Board had 
concerns about the expanding geography of the partnership (with increasing participation from 
Oregon and Idaho); the Board affirmed its support for the partnership as long as the Board is 
reimbursed for its administrative costs and Yakima Basin participants are benefiting from the 
workshops and other activities. 

Aston Bunce of the Yakama Nation reviewed the Landowner Outreach Booklet that has just been 
completed; Alex committed to sending the final version to the Board and taking orders for hard-
copies to be printed for Board members and partners to share. Board members offered their thanks 
to Ashton, Tricia and Melissa for their work on the booklet, and wished Ashton well with her new 
job in Montana. 

9) Board Logistics 

The Board discussed the work with the BLM to use funds they have provided to move the large trees 
blown over in a windstorm at Big Pines Campground in the Yakima Canyon to the Ringer Road 
restoration project that we have been working with them to develop, where they will be stockpiled 
until project construction in 2022. Alex updated the Board on the quotes received for the tree move 
and Richard Bloom noted that the Board should ensure that any contract adequately protects it 
from liability. Richard moved to approve Alex to work with one of the two best-value bidders to 
finalize a contract of up to $14,000 for moving the trees from Big Pines Campground to the Ringer 
Road project site. 

Alex noted that there are no financial reports for this meeting; quarterly reports for Oct-Dec 2021 
were reviewed in January and reports for Jan through March will be reviewed in May.  

The Board briefly reviewed plans for the May 19 and August 4th meetings.  

10) Public Comment  

No public comment was received. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:00pm.  


