YAKIMA BASIN
FISH e WILDLIFE
RECOVERY BOARD

2025 Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board
Request for Proposals — Monitoring Grant Program

Letter of Intent Due: February 21, 2025
Draft Application Due: April 18, 2025

Initial Application Due: May 1, 2025

Final Application Due: June 23, 2025, Noon

Background

The Washington State Legislature established the Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) in
1999. The SRFB administers annual salmon recovery grant programs that provide state and
federal funds to projects that help recover salmonids (salmon, trout, and steelhead) in
Washington State.

This Request for Proposals (RFP) solicits projects for the 2025 SRFB Monitoring Grant Program.
This grant program will have $973,855 available statewide. A regional committee coordinated
by the Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board (the Recovery Board) will choose up to two
(2) proposals of up to $300,000 each to submit to the SRFB Science Advisory Panel (SAP) which
will review and rank proposals on a statewide list. Final funding decisions will be made by the
SRFB in September 2025.

Projects will be submitted to the SRFB by Salmon Recovery Regional Organizations (the
Recovery Board serves this role for the Yakima Basin). The Regional Organization must serve
either as the project sponsor or as a co-sponsor; the Yakima Recovery Board is seeking
applicants to partner with as a co-sponsor. Applicants will sign and manage the project
agreement and be responsible for implementing the project.

Grant applications will be evaluated using the schedule, processes, and criteria detailed in
RCO’s Manual 18M.

Geographic Scope

This RFP solicits SRFB grant proposals for projects in the Yakima Basin (WRIA’s 37, 38, and 39).
This includes most of Benton, Kittitas, and Yakima Counties, and the Yakama Reservation, but
excludes the portion of the Yakima Basin in Klickitat County. (Although the Mid-Columbia
Region contains both the Yakima Basin and the Klickitat Lead Entities, the Recovery Board is
soliciting applications from the Yakima Basin only.)
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Regional Monitoring Priorities

The grant applicant must demonstrate how the project addresses one or more of the following
regional monitoring priorities for steelhead (projects that address multiple regional monitoring
priorities will score better during project evaluation):

1) Monitoring of outmigrant survival in the Yakima River and major tributaries, including:

2)

3)

4)

5)

a. Monitoring that provides basic smolt survival data for reaches where recent data
is not available (e.g., the Yakima River and tributaries above Roza Dam; the
Naches River and its tributaries)

b. Monitoring that supplements recent survival studies in ways that improve our
ability to understand and address the factors causing poor survival (e.g.,
monitoring impacts of water quality and quantity, predation, and other factors
on survival)

c. Monitoring efforts that increase the density and efficiency of tag detection in
ways that significantly improve our ability to determine reach-specific smolt
survival rates

Understanding habitat usage patterns and their implications for growth, survival, and
habitat restoration goals:

a. Monitoring of steelhead usage of side channels and other features of natural
and/or restored floodplains

b. Monitoring of when and how steelhead make use of different habitat types after
they leave their natal areas, and how that impacts anadromous smolt production
and survival

¢. Monitoring impact of high summer mainstem flows on juvenile steelhead habitat
usage and production

Monitoring resident/anadromous interactions and how habitat variables and
management actions can influence them:

a. Monitoring how flow, temperature, and habitat parameters may affect the
balance between anadromy and residency for O. mykiss

Improving VSP monitoring of steelhead abundance, productivity, distribution, and
phenotypic, life history, and genetic diversity:

a. Expanding tag detection capabilities throughout Naches Basin to improve adult
and juvenile abundance estimates and better understand spatial distribution and
life history diversity

Habitat project effectiveness:

a. Evaluating outcomes of large floodplain restoration on fish habitat and
productivity (e.g., Teanaway, Gap to Gap, Wapato Reach projects)

b. Monitoring ability of specific types of stream restoration projects to improve
stream flow and temperature conditions
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c. Monitoring restoration of anadromous production following barrier removal
(e.g., Cle Elum Dam fish passage project)

d. Understanding fish response to large woody debris (LWD) projects

Additional monitoring priorities that are secondary priority are included in Appendix A;
applicants should indicate whether their proposal would address any of these monitoring
priorities to score better during project evaluation.

The other Yakima Basin ESA-listed species, bull trout, also has priority monitoring needs.
However, currently available SRFB funding is federal PCSRF (Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery
Fund) funding, and to be eligible for PCSRF funding, projects must show significant benefits for
anadromous fish. Bull trout are not anadromous, so projects for this grant round cannot solely
focus on bull trout monitoring. Nonetheless, bull trout recovery is a high priority in the Yakima
Basin and applicants are encouraged to indicate when their monitoring proposals would also
help answer critical uncertainties in bull trout recovery—this will help projects score better
during project evaluation (see Local Evaluation Process below). A list of priority monitoring
guestions for bull trout drawn from the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan is included in Appendix A.

In addition, the grant applicant must indicate how the project addresses one or more actions or
key uncertainties defined in Yakima Basin regional recovery plans (the Yakima Steelhead
Recovery Plan and the Yakima Bull Trout Action Plan (use the 2017 Action Update)).

State Strategic Priorities

The grant applicant must also demonstrate how the project addresses strategic priorities of the
statewide monitoring RFP:

e Monitor survival bottlenecks (species and life stage): A survival bottleneck is a specific
stage in the salmonid life cycle that experiences high mortality or habitat capacity
limitations, ultimately limiting future production. Populations can experience more than
one survival bottleneck.

e Monitor limiting factors (e.g., habitat quality and quantity, food webs, and biological
interactions such as competition and predation): The limiting factor is the event, events,
or conditions that cause the survival bottleneck to occur.

e Monitor project effectiveness: Effectiveness monitoring addresses whether habitat
restoration projects are achieving their goals effectively by measuring environmental
conditions, habitat characteristics, and biological indicators. The applicant is encouraged
to explore questions about the effectiveness of novel monitoring techniques, novel
restoration approaches, and restoration programs specifically aimed at alleviating
survival bottlenecks and limiting factors.

YBFWRB SRFB Monitoring Grant Program Schedule 2025

Event Date
Statewide RFP released January 7
Local RFP released January 30
Letters of Intent due February 21
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Monitoring Committee reviews Letters of Intent

February 27

Recovery Board submits Letters of Intent to SRFB for | February 28
Eligibility Determination

SRFB Eligibility Screening returned By March 14
Monitoring Committee selects top two projects March 21
Draft Applications due April 18
Monitoring Committee Feedback returned April 25
Initial Applications due May 1

Screening and Presentations to SAP

May (date TBD by SRFB)

SAP Meeting

May (date TBD by SRFB)

SAP Comments released May 30
Optional Conference Call with SAP June 9-10
Final Applications & Regional Rankings due June 23, Noon
SAP Review and Scoring July 16-17
Final Comments released July 25
Accept SAP Conditions August 7

Final Grant Report Available for Public Review September 2

Annual SRFB Meeting

September 16-17

Eligibility

Eligible Projects

Projects must:

Collect and analyze new data. The analysis of existing data may be included if it is not
the primary goal of the project.

Address high-priority regional information needs or data gaps identified in a recovery
plan or associated regional research, monitoring, and evaluation plan, or be endorsed as
a high priority by the region (see Regional Monitoring Priorities above).

Inform the development of restoration or acquisition projects or programs.
Complement, enhance, or leverage ongoing monitoring efforts.

Have a plan to communicate results in a way that supports the learning and adaptive
management processes in regions and more broadly.

Be submitted by a Salmon Recovery Regional Organization or vetted by the Regional
Organization and submitted on the region’s behalf by an eligible partner.

Have a funding request between $5,000 and $300,000, unless submitted by multiple
regions.

Align with strategic priorities defined in the statewide RFP and monitoring priorities in
this RFP.

Applicants should review RCO Manual 18M: Salmon Monitoring Grants for full details.
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Applicants should also review RCO Manual 18: Salmon Recovery Grants, the primary guide to
the state’s requirements for SRFB projects. (Be certain to download the 2025 version of Manual
18, as it is updated for each grant cycle. If you have downloaded Manual 18 before, you may
need to refresh the webpage or clear your browser history/cookies to download the current
version, since it is always available at the same link.)

Eligible Applicants

Projects will be submitted by Salmon Recovery Regional Organizations (the Recovery Board
serves this role for the Yakima Basin), either as the project sponsor or as a co-sponsor. The
Recovery Board is seeking applicants to partner with as a co-sponsor.

Applicants will sign and manage the project agreement and be responsible for implementing
the project. The Recovery Board will confirm to the state that the project is a regional priority
and work with the sponsor to ensure monitoring findings are shared broadly and incorporated
into future recovery program decisions in the Yakima Basin.

Only the following entities are eligible to apply for SRFB funding as a co-sponsor with the
Recovery Board:

o (ities

e Counties

e Conservation districts

e Federally recognized Indian tribes®

¢ Nonprofit organizations registered with Washington’s Office of the Secretary of State
e Regional fisheries enhancement groups

e Special purpose districts

e State agencies

e Federal agencies (RCO must request approval from the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to provide money from the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery
Fund to a federal agency)

Application Process

Letters of Intent

Applicants will complete a Letter of Intent (LOI) before submitting a full application. The
Monitoring Committee will review LOI’s, offer feedback to sponsors, and decide which projects
to send to SRFB for determination of eligibility.

The Recovery Board will submit its own LOI as co-sponsor.

Letters of Intent should be submitted by email to Cheyne Mayer at leadentity@ybfwrb.org by
February 21, 2025.

"Revised Code of Washington 77.85.010 (12)
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Local Evaluation Process

The Monitoring Committee will select two (2) projects from among eligible projects to submit
to the SRFB Science Advisory Panel (SAP) for funding. To select the top two, the committee will
evaluate projects using a two-round process.

1. The Monitoring Committee will first evaluate projects using the SAP’s statewide scoring
criteria to ensure projects are strong competitors at the state level. The committee will
move projects that score highly on these criteria forward for further review.

The SAP’s statewide scoring criteria are as follows (applicants are encouraged to review
full details in Manual 18M, Appendix C):

a. Importance to Recovery Efforts (40%)
b. Scientific Merit (30%)

c. Transferability of Results (25%)

d. Consistency and Leveraging (5%)

2. The committee will then evaluate how well the projects that made the first cut meet
local priorities using the following criteria:

a. Effectiveness at addressing monitoring priorities for steelhead (40%)

i. Projects that address more than one monitoring priority will receive more
points in this category.

b. Effectiveness at addressing bull trout and secondary steelhead monitoring
priorities (see Appendix A) (20%)

c. Benefits to non-ESA-listed fish species (20%)

d. Match/cost-share (20%)

The highest scoring projects on these criteria will be candidates for submission to the
SRFB SAP; the committee may adjust this final ranking in order to favor a project that
scores significantly higher on the SAP criteria.

Draft Applications
The Monitoring Committee will select 2 projects from among eligible projects to move forward
with. Sponsors will develop these projects into full applications.

The Monitoring Committee will be available to assist sponsors in finalizing project
plans/applications. Sponsors will complete a full draft application for committee review and
feedback.

Draft applications are due over email to leadentity@ybfwrb.org by April 18, 2025.
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Initial Applications

After sponsors receive feedback from the Monitoring Committee on their draft applications and
can incorporate that feedback into their applications, sponsors will complete their initial
application. Initial applications must be submitted through PRISM, RCO’s online database for
grant management. The Lead Entity Coordinator will assist sponsors with this step.

Sponsors must:

e Upload projects to the Salmon Recovery Portal (SRP)

e Obtain a PRISM project number

e Create a SecureAccess Washington (SAW) and PRISM account through the RCO website
e Complete the application in PRISM

Please review full details in Manual 18 M, Section 3.

In addition to the data you enter into PRISM, there are several other documents required for a
complete application. Please review Manual 18 M, Appendix A for details.

Initial applications are due in PRISM by May 1, 2025.

Further Information
Final applications are due in PRISM by June 23, 2025, Noon.

For more information, please visit the Recovery Board website or contact the Recovery Board
Lead Entity Coordinator, Cheyne Mayer, at leadentity@ybfwrb.org or (509) 654-7056.
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Appendix A: Bull Trout and Secondary Steelhead Monitoring
Priorities

Bull trout monitoring priorities:

1) Monitoring flow and/or temperature conditions in current and potential bull trout
spawning and rearing areas to:

a. evaluate how flow and temperature impact current and future productivity of
bull trout in different areas; and/or

b. identify priority restoration efforts that protect/enhance flow and temperature
conditions

2) Monitoring impact of large wood and floodplain restoration projects on bull trout
populations (e.g., Box Canyon monitoring of changes in year-0 fry distribution post-
wood-placement; and monitoring of impacts of large restoration projects like those
completed in the Kachess River and planned for Gold Creek)

3) Monitoring brook trout distribution, densities, rates of hybridization with bull trout, and
responses to potential control efforts to inform projects to manage brook trout
populations and reduce rates of hybridization with bull trout

4) Collection of bull trout demographic data to better understand life cycle bottlenecks and
population change over time, and inform life cycle modelling, with specific emphases
on:

a. Understanding when and how juvenile habitat capacity limits population-level
abundance and productivity of bull trout;

b. Understanding rates of bull trout entrainment at Bureau of Reclamation dams
and how that impacts individual fish and population abundance and productivity;
and/or

c. Increased PIT tag monitoring of bull trout in the Tieton River and Naches River to
understand migration patterns, habitat use, and the fate of entrained fish

Secondary steelhead monitoring priorities:

1) Understanding habitat usage patterns and their implications for growth, survival, and
habitat restoration goals:

a. Monitoring fish usage/anadromous production in the Wilson/Naneum
watershed

b. Monitoring adult migration and holding patterns in the Yakima Basin

c. ldentifying specific reaches and habitat types used by mainstem spawning
steelhead

2) Monitoring resident/anadromous interactions and how habitat variables and
management actions can influence them:
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a. Monitoring how increased interspecific competition in juvenile rearing areas may
affect the balance between anadromy and residency for O. mykiss

3) Monitoring long-term trends in temperature, flow, and other key habitat conditions in
steelhead spawning and rearing areas:

a. Developing a robust temperature and flow monitoring network to evaluate
current and future habitat conditions

b. Monitoring lower Yakima River water quality trends and causal factors
4) Habitat project effectiveness:
a. Lidar/drone analysis of geomorphic changes following restoration projects
b. Monitoring of habitat/water quality response to Water Stargrass management

c. Monitoring steelhead and salmon usage of the Amon Creek thermal refugia
project and other managed thermal refugia
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