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Cabin Creek Restoration 
Assessment (MCF, 2024)

1) Restore hydrology to hold 
water on the landscape 
longer;

2) Restore passage and 
habitat to enhance 
resident and anadromous 
fish populations; and,

3) Implement a forest stand 
prescription that will 
benefit ecosystem 
processes

CC #9: Project furthers prior work in the 
watershed, builds on Easton fish passage



Other 
Assessments

• Yakima Steelhead Recovery 
Plan

• Impaired fish passage
• Floodplain alteration

• Bull Trout Action Plan
• Impaired fish passage



CURRENT STATUS

?

State Parks’ needs
• Maintain recreation route 

access (winter trails)
• Crossing must support 

grooming equipment
• Cannot be impacted by 

winter snow removal

Kittitas County’s needs
• Structure must maintain 

current weight limits

CC #3: Restoration facilitates recreation access; 
trail not impacted by beaver activity in wetland.
CC #10: Partners include landowners and RFEG 



Fish Benefits

Riparian 
Composition

Habitat 
Complexity

Canopy 
Cover

Spawning 
Gravel Fines

Hydraulic 
Alteration

7.83 7.50 6.17 4.83 7.50
* Mean qualitative scores out of a maximum of 10 (Costello DRAFT, 2026).



• Project area
• Significant hydraulic alteration
• Rearing habitat and high flow refugia

• Significant in-stream shading (75%)
• Habitat complexity is high
• Some spawning gravels, more upstream

• Similar to Reach 2, smaller
• Lower canopy cover (55%)
• High complexity and spawning gravels

• Wider bankfull, similar canopy to Reach 3
• Greater forest diversity (age/structure)
• Few beaver, high complexity

• Heavy beaver activity, low canopy
• Moderate complexity
• No spawning, some alteration by FS road

• Channelized, significant alteration
• Road cut through riparian area
• Dewaters the final 100m



Timeline & Budget

CC #8: Design costs are based on real estimates, not past 
projects; replacement of 660089 prevents infrastructure failure.
CC #13: In-kind match from partners (Parks & KCPW)



Questions?
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