
L A N D  S T E W A R D S H I P  I S  A  

R E L A T I O N S H I P

What Chiliwist Creek Has Taught Us

Gertrude Webster – Land Steward

Chevelle Yeckel – Okanogan CD

Alexa Whipple – MOBP/MSRF



G E RT RU D E  W E B S T E R



C H E V E L L E  Y E C K E L



A L E X A  W H I P P L E



P L A C E , T I M E , &  L I V E D  H I S T O RY

C H I L I W I S T  C R E E K  

M A L O T T ,  W A



WA R B L E R  WAY  O N  C H I L I W I S T  C R E E K



A P R I L  F R E S H E T

A U G U S T  

A R I D I T Y



W I L D F I R E ,  S T O R M S  

&  D E B R I S  F L OW S



C H I L I W I S T  C R E E K

C A R L T O N  C O M P L E X  W I L D F I R E S  

&  D E B R I S  F L O W S  -  2 0 1 4



C H I L I W I S T  C R E E K

C A R L T O N  C O M P L E X  W I L D F I R E S  

&  D E B R I S  F L O W S  -  2 0 1 4



S E V E R E  C H A N N E L  

I N C I S I O N

• Disconnecting stream from floodplain

• Lowering groundwater

• Decreasing riparian vegetation 

recruitment

• Increasing upland vegetation

• Reduced habitat quality

• Reduced water retention



P RO J E C T  A C T I O N S  

&  P H A S I N G

Okanogan Conservation District 

• Consultation - 2020

• Planting 

• October 2021 & 2024



P RO J E C T  P H A S I N G

Methow Okanogan Beaver Project

• Consultation – September 2020

• Funding proposal – Late 2020

• Permitting – 2021-22

• Implementation – 2022

• Adaptive Management & Plant 

Maintenance – 2023-2025



P RO J E C T  P H A S I N G

Methow Okanogan Beaver Project

• Consultation – September 2020

• Funding proposal – Late 2020

• Permitting – 2021-22

• Implementation – 2022
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R E S T O R AT I O N  I N  M O T I O N



W I L D L I F E  R E T U R N S  T O  W A R B L E R  W A Y



L O N G T E R M  R E L A T I O N S H I P S  

W I T H  T H E  L A N D,  

W I T H  E A C H  O T H E R

• Building Trust

• Relationships require time, not 

just outcomes & metrics

• Projects need long-term 

stewardship, engagement & 

funding



H O P E ,  R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y,  R E F L E C T I O N



K E Y  TA K E AWAY S

• Stewardship is Relational

• Outcomes emerge through 

continuity

• Funding must honor time



THANK YOU!
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